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STARTING TOMORROW 


NO TOKEN COLLECT 


Tories promise golden future 


golden bequest" for the voters; 
Mmething that could help make 
Bntain the best place in the world 
to live. 

We now have the opportunity to 
achieve a massive expansion in 
wealth and ownership so that more 
families can enjoy the self-respect 
and independence that comes from 
be mg self-sufficient from the state," 
be said in a foreword to the Con- 
servative manifesto. But with just 
four weeks left to polling day, the 
Conservative leader repeatedly 
warned that the voters faced a stark 
choice: “A choice of two futures.’' 

There was the “rosy" option of- 
fered by the Tories — or the Labour . 
alternative, “lb load costs on busi- 
ness while calling it ‘stakeholding’; 
to increase the role of the state whfie 
calling it the co mmuni ty*- to suc- 
cumb to a centralised Europe while 
cal l i ng it ‘not being isolated’; to break 
up our country while calling it ‘de- 
volution*. To risk this alternative 
would be a disaster for our country." 

Mr Major told a special London 
press conference to launch his “wa- 
tershed manifesto" that it was the 
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boldest and most far-readring any 
party had published since 1979, 
when Margaret Thatcher first took 
office. 

It included significant pledges oil 
education, health, welfare, privati- 
sation and taxation including a re- 
turn to the “aim” . and “target" to 
bring in a 20p basic rate of income 
tax over the five-year lifetime of a 
new parliament, and a widely-leaked 
tax bonus of up to £17.50 a week for 
married couples where one spouse 
stays at home to look after, a child 
or “others deeding care".- . 




Bnt the Prime Minister «W into 
. difficulties, compounded by die 
Chancellor, Kenneth Oarfce, When 
he went on (o speak of hs intention 
to “lighten further the burden of tax- 
ation”. The manifesto itself said: 
“Achieving our public expenditure 
goals will mean we can sustain per- 
manently low tax levels." Bat -the 
Treasury’s own Budget Bed Book 
projections mote dearly spell out 
governmeiit plans to increase the tax 
burden from 36.25 per cent of na- 
tional income this year, by .gradual 
stages, to 3S per cent in 2001-2. 
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Ntifamr Mr M^jor nor Mr Clarke 
wouW ^e a specific pledge that 
therernouSd fie no further spread of 
Mdue Added Thx, or an increase in 
VAT rates, although they both said 
they had tax-cutting "instincts". 

The Prime Minist er said: “I am not 

anticipating that we would replace 
one tax reduction with another tax 
increase, bat _ I cannot anticipate 
every event that may occur in the 
future of Much I may know nothing 
at the moment" 

He said that provided public 
spending was kept below the over- 


all growth of the economy, “we 
have scope for overall tax reduc- 
tions", and he added later “Unless 
wc cut taxes, the tax burden wiQ rise " 
Adding to the confusion, the 
Chancellor told BBC Radio 4’s 
World at One that while the Red 
Book showed the tax burden rising, 
helping to cut the budget deficit and 
national debt, “insofer as the control 
of public spending enables us to give 
ourselves more scope, then we're 
able either to stop the tax burden ris- 
ing or to move towards the tax cuts 
which we’re entitled to point to.” 


Gordon Brawn, the shadow Chan- 
cellor. told Labour’s daily press 
conference: “The contrast between 
the Conservatives' promise that they 
wiD actually cut lax and the Red 
Book, saying that they will raise tax- 
es. has got to be pointed out." 

However, when he was asked 
whether Labour would cut the Red 
Book tax burden, he said: “As far as 
the Labour Iferty is concerned, we 
have got to inherit a situation that ex- 
ists, but there are no public spend- 
ing promises other than those that are 
properly funded that will cause or 


lead to lax rises." fttddy Ashdown, 
the Liberal Democrat leader, said the 
lory publication was "not so much 
a manifesto hut a horror comic” and 
there was nothing in it about “a new 
honest approach to taxation and ex- 
penditure. nor is there anything to 
suggest that taxpayers have anymore 
reason to trust them than before". 

The highly-detailed, 56-pagc man- 
ifesto - K« can oniy be star with the 
Ctmscn'ath'cs - included the 
expected hard line on Europe, with- 
out ruling out a single currency; plans 
to create more specialist schools; new 
health service investment funded by 
the Private Finance Initiative; and 
privatisation of parts of Royal Mail. 
Parcelforcc, London Underground 
and the National Air Thtffic Service. 

With promises to maintain the val- 
ue of child benefit and family credit, 
and to introduce the "people's nen- 
son” which would slash £4(ibn off the 
lax tall by the middle of the next cen- 
tury, Mr Major said he was offering 
“one of the biggest transformations 
of the welfare state since it was 
founded." But he told ITN: “Now, I 
am a child of the welfare state, and 
I wish to make sure it is there for my 
children and my children's children. 
That is why we are making long-term 
changes and long-term reforms, to 
sustain it and improve h." 
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British nurses face 
beheading after 






5"5IJ?5!^rS»atBewl Water, near LambeTOursthii^it, hetprto rejeai* 10,000 rafal 

gallon* had*, be added because the 

London beco: 

The last 24 months have been the dri- 

tsssjSiisSist EUo« "R, 

'{srsassse**"", drier man xv 

"The statistics from the- Institute ox • - 

. .q q TrpsvxT TFPQtllPT* 

d/o IlcJW Wodllltil 

“SMSMKSE*- 


itfguttatB 


the oast 24 months nave nau auurs « : - 
craBf rainfall. One of them was this 
vear's very wet February, but it was pre- 
ceded by an extremely dry January and 
followed by a March with only a third 
of the usual rainfafl. . 

Tim is more unusual than it mat 
sounds. There have been 200 multiplied 
bv 12 such periods of24 months in the 
list 200 years, making the diy speu a 
one in 2,400 event It realty 
very dry Although parts of the North 
and West stilihave hi^ rainfall, fi bres, 
the South and East ; are 
New York, Rome, LishoffandJrans, all 
nttwget more rain in the average year 

^The^Goveroment’s ^droomrat 

Agencvsaidlheflowinhatfofits^ m- 

SStor rivers’” around Eng&ndj wd 
Vitales was betow50 per cent of their av 


in 


erages for this, time of year. Levels of 
groundwater, on' which modi of the 
ft frs fftm halfof England reBesforitssap- 
pHes, are also sevmtydqjres^ 
summer c o min g up, the window of op- 
portunity for replenishing rivers "and 
groundwater is now very narnow.^said 
Itrry . Marsh' of. the . Institute of. 
Hydrology.. ' 

Bat the three n^jor water oompamiftS 
most Iflrety to be affected by drought, 
T hawte*, Anglian. and Southern, alhaid 
it was impossible to sajrifbosepipe bans 
would be necessary- Thames and An- 
glian pointed out that they had had no 
bans forsevOTlyeais. Sputhefli already 


Sussex. Ah three companies said if their 

■ regions bad near average rainfall from 
now on into the whiter, then should be 

no more restrictions nor shortages. - 
Anglian ’s confidence ' was highest. 
“Unless things get really, realhr bad I 
can’t see us putting any restrictions in 
place,” said a spokeswoman: 

The last severe drooght was in 1995, 
‘ with milli ons of homes affected by 
hosepipe bans . Things improved in 
<y.996, parity because of a cooler, wet- 
ter summer and parity because of a 


in supply improvements ‘ 
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But wfl] average rainfall resume, or 

is this a permanent change in.preripi- 
tation? 

QimatoJogisis do not yet know, nor 
wffl they fat several years. “If you asked 
me whether I'd bet on it being dimate 
change, then 1 would - because that 
doesn't require me to be scientific," said 
Mr Marsh, who interprets a stream of 
data from hundreds of river flow me- 
ters and rainfall gauges around the 
country. “Our climate is inherently 
capricious, but lately it does seem to 
have been moving towards the 
extremes of its range;?’ 

Gardeners and farmers are not the 
. (mty victims of drought. A recent gov- 
ernment study into the impact of a 
changing dimale found that in 1995 sub- 
sidenoe due to clay soils shrinking pro- 
, duced insurance ewims totalling £326m. 

It may be becoming drier, but Arnold 
Fulton, chair man of A Fulton Ltd, Um- 
brella manufacturers in East London, 
said demand for umbrellas had been in- 
creasing ever since he opened bis fac- 
tory. In 1957 it sold three million per 
year; now it sells 17 m. 

: “People used to have one good um- 
brefla they took everywhere but now 
they have two .or three,” said Mr Ful- 
; ton, who says Iris company is Britain’s 
biggest manufacturer. T?ne in the car, 
one for carrying about and maybe one 
at home for going oui walking.” 

Drought Q&A, page A 


Steve Boggan 

A bold plea for clemency from 
lawyers acting for two nurses 
facing the death penally in 
Saudi Arabia has backfired, 
making the spectre of their be- 
heading a real possibility. 

The Saudi lawyere for LuriDe 
McLanchlan and Deborah Par- 
ry, who are accused of mur- 
dering fellow muse Yvonne 
Gilford, said last night they 
were “desperately disappoint- 
ed" their plea had been reject- 
ed by Ms Gilford’s brother, 
Frank. They made an attempt 
to bridge the cultural gap be- 
tween Eastern and Western le- 
gal systems by presenting 
lawyers for Mr Gilford, an Aus- 
tralian, with a 17-page "ratio- 
nale”, quoting ideas from the 
Pope, the philosopher Albert 
Camus and American lawyers, , 
on why it would be wrung recall 
for the death penalty if the 
nurses are found guilty. 

It was handed to Mr GflfanTs 
Saudi representatives, the In- 
ternational Law Firm, on 27 
March, in the hope that it 
would persuade him to change 
his call for the death penalty. 
Under Sharia law, be can say 
whether a guilty Ms Parry. 41. 
and Ms McLanchlan. 31, should 
be spared. 

After studying it closely for 
four days, Mr Gilford. 58, who 
lives outside Adelaide, rejected 
its arguments. “Were not going 
to be pushed around by the de- 
fence lawyers or the press 
regarding what to do here,” he 
said in a statement released by 
his lawyers. “I am surprised that 
their lawyers made this appeal 
before there has been a trial It 
sounds to me as if their lawyers 
are admitting the nurses’ ginlL” 

Ms Gilford, 51, also Aus- 
tralian, was found dead in her 
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Boy Ranged in celT 

A fresh controversy was loom- 
ing over the detention of ju- 
veniles in custody after a boy 
aged 15 died after being found 
unconscious in a police ceD in 
Hartlepool, Tyne and Wear. 
He had been arrested for bur- 
glary. Police refused to confirm 
that he hanged himself using the 
waistband of his tracksuit 
bottoms. Page 3 


room at the King Rihd Military 
Medical Centre in Dbahran 
last December. She had been 
stabbed four times, beaten over 
the head with a hammer and 
smothered. A week later Ms 
P&ny and Ms McLauchlan were 
allegedly caught by a store 
video camera, using her credit 
cards. 

Robert Thoms, an American 
colleague of the Saudi-based 
lawyer, Salah al Hejailan, who 
wrote the “Rationale for early 


Waiver of the Death Penalty", 
sai± “We were hoping that Mr 
Gilford would consider its legal 
and philosophical arguments. 

“we didn’t intend- to be 
pushy. We intended to be com- 
passionate and caring." 

Jim Phipps, one of Mr Gil- 
ford’s lawyers in Riyadh, said: 
“He has simply said he will re- 
spect the outcome of the Saudi 
Iqgal process. He also feels if you 
ain’t guilty, then you don’t need 
to make a plea lor clemency." 
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Teachers warn of boycott in 
the fight to cut workloads 

Teachers will boycott excess paperwork if a new government does 
not ad within a year to lighten their workloads, the second largest 
teaching union warned yesterday. 

The National Association of Schoolmasters - Union of Women 
Teachers, meeting in Bournemouth, vows to take “whatever 
measures necessary” to ease the burden of bureaucracy. 

The union pledged to cany out its threat only if a new 
administration elected on 1 May rejected the deal it offered, 
described by Mr de Gructay as “social partnership with a sting in 
the tail". The Conservative government bad let down teachers by 
phasing in an “already modest” 33 per cent pay award over eight 
months, the conference heard. The Labour Party was aim criticised 
for failing to condemn phasing. 

Tory manifesto proposals for a Royal College of Teachers won 
little support from Mr de Gruchy. He feared parents could try to 
use such a body to raise complaints about teachers they claimed 
were incompetent. |_ucy ward 

Violent attack by rapist feared 

A sex attacker who indecently assaulted two boys could strike 
again, a senior detective warned. Police said scientific evidence 
proved the same man was responsible for the attempted rape of an 
1 1-year-old boy in Newmarket, Suffolk, in September and the rape 
of a 1 4 -y car-old near Braintree, Essex, in March. 

“In both attacks the boys did not offer an y resistance," said Det 
Supi Worobec. “My fear is that if he strikes a gain and if resistance 
is offered, there is a possibility that he may get violent,” In both 
cases the attacker was described as being of Mediterranean or 
mixed race appearance. He had black hair, was in his Twenties, of 
average build and height, cleanshaven, had an East Anglian accent 
and wore a blue denim jacket and jeans. 

Army brass surf net for recruits 

Army chiefs, facing a 5350 manpower shortage, are targeting the 
Internet for the next generation of recruits. Advertisements 
entitled “Mega Drive Required” are to be placed in Internet 
magazines and national newspaper supplements inviting web 
surfers to accept the Army World Challenge. 

Five challenges, including defusing a Second World War bomb in 
a crowded London underground station and untangling an 
emergency on a parachute jump over Germany, await the surfer. 

“The Internet allows us to reach the bright, inquisitive youngster 
who is seeking a challenge from life,” said Major Alasdair 
Goulden. responsible for the new campaign. 

Appeal to Major over jailed soldiers 

John Major was asked to 
intervene to press for the early 
release of two Scots Guards 
jailed for life for killing a 
Belfast man while on patroL 
A delegation supporting the 
two soldiers marched to 10 
Downing Street yesterday to 
deliver letters of support from 
ex-servicemen. 

The campaigners included 
two retired generals and Phil 
Gallic (left), the MP for one of 
the men, Jim Fisher. 28, from 
Ayrshire. Mr Fisher and Mark 
Wright, 23, from Arbroath, were jailed for life after being found 
guilty of murdering Peter McBride. They shot McBride. 18 and 
unarmed, while on patrol in 1992. The trial heard they thought the 
youth was carrying a bomb. A High Court judge ordered a review 
in December but campaigners say the review is taking too long. 

Rapid test found for killer disease 

Scientists at the University of Wales in Cardiff have developed a 
new. rapid test for the diagnosis of killer meningitis. At present, 
patients suspected of having the disease have to undergo painful 
lumbar puncture tests, in which fluid is drawn off from the spine 
and analysed in a laboratory. Results can take 24 hours, or more. 

The new method, which allows a result within 30 minutes, uses 
blood and urine samples and can distinguish between B and C 
strains of the meningococcal infection. This is important because a 
vaccine is available against the C strain, which can be deployed • 
once it is identified in an area. Trials have started at five hospitals 
in England and Wales and one in Dublin. Annabel Ferriman 

Equity says the show will not go on 

The actors' union Equity began nationwide industrial action in its 
pay dispute with a theatre managers' group. Equity's 35,000 
members have been asked by the union not to sign any new 
contracts in Britain’s 104 subsidised regional theatres. 

The dispute is over minimum pay. Equity want a guaranteed 
minimum of £250 a week with a £75 weekly subsistence allowance. 
The current minimum salary in subsidised repertory is £190 a week 
with a subsistence payment of £56 for actors working away from 
home. An offer from employers group the Theatrical Management 
Association of £200 this year and £225 in 1998 was rejected by 
Equity's Council two weeks ago. Action, if maintained, would black 
out most of the theatres by the summer. 

Synthetic aid for genetic disorder 

A synthetic miniature chromosome has been created for the first 
time by a team of scientists in Ohio, US, who hope it will 
eventually help in the battle against genetic disease. 

The new artificial chromosome is about one-fifth to one-tenth 
the size of a real human chromosome, which is a threadlike 
structure found in every human cell, responsible for carrying our 
genetic material. Scientists hope the synthetic construction may be 
useful in carrying healthy genes into the faulty cells of people with 
genetic diseases, such as cystic fibrosis or a form of muscular 
dystrophy. “People have been so frustrated by gene therapy, which 
has not lived up to the hype,” said Huntington Willard, a geneticist 
from Case Western Reserve University and an author of the report, 
published in the journal Nature Genetics. Annabel Ferr ima n 

Police suspended after illicit puff 

Three police officers caught smoking cannabis have been 
suspended, it was revealed yesterday. The trio, two men and a 
woman, were all served together at Gloucester police station. 

Two of the officers were arrested while working the late night 
shift last night. A Gloucestershire police spokeswoman saick'An 
internal disciplinary inquiry is under way into the conduct of three 
officers in relation to the alleged use of soft drugs.” 
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Galileo: Saw no difficulty reconciling science and 
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W hen it comes to God, a surprising number of 
scientists are with Galileo. “I don't read foe 
Bibleto find out how the heavens go, but how 
to go to heaven," said Donald Bruce yesterday, quot- 
ing the legendary astronomer . 

Mr Bruce describes himself as a “believing chemist" 
- and not such a rare commodity, ft seems. As direc- 
tor of a Church of Scotland project entitled Society, 
Religion and Technology; he was comforted to team 
that 40 per cent of scientists believe in God and an 
afterlife. The figure, reported hi t he late st edition of the 

revered journal debate about 

whether religious befit? and scientific ptirsuftare com- 
patfole. * 

- OnThe one hand, there are figures such asthe for- 
mer Archbishop of Ydric,~Jphn Habgood, attained sci- 
entist, and the Bishop -of Leicester, Tom Butler, an 
electrical engineer And on the otter, high-profile athe- 
ist scientists, such as Richard Dawkins. 

Significantly, the number of God-fearing scientists 
has not changed In Ite last 80years- despite the leaps 
of discovery made in that ti me - In 1916 a landmark sw- 

veybytteeminertresearcher JamesLeuba found that 
60 per cent of American stieritists did not beBeve in 
God. The residtteused asensafion at the time. prompt- 
ing warnings from politicians about the evils of mod- 
ernism. ' : ... . • 

While Leuba^predfclite that non-belief among sci- 
entists would increase In' the future has riot come true, 


there has been a significant shift in the views teM fey - , 
practitioners of the three fields surveyed -mathematics, 
biology and phy^cs/astronomy. " “ ; . . -.' 4 

At&wugh bfobgat s were foe biggest doubte&iftEeifc 
ha's day, physicists and astronomers are rKMfite lead- 
ing tfisbefievers, with 77-9 pec' canf ^teffying fter- 
existence of God- Mathematicians weretteHadtefistet 
most inclined to betievgiR God today, atotaTaf44L(r fj 
per cent v . 1 . =_ V.:'. - ; J ;y 

Edward Larson offoffUrayersfty of Gedrgfeabd<»t‘ 
league Larry Wrtharofnrov Maryland quastfemed 6QQ 
scien ti sts fisted In the f995 edition 


Professor Caudate, Reader fnZoofogyaTNew Cop 
lege, Oxford, aid aifth or atThe Setffcb Gene, is ohe 
of the sdentite communlty'STnbst vbcaf adhtests^Tp “ 
him, God is sttnply a rival hypoth esis that te deems 
wrong. In his book Rhm^jut dffifedi H#. Vrrofettet 
the discovery of the getetfo code reveafoct Thera is;; 
no spWMriven fife farce, no throbbing^ heavy, pujtu- , 
feting, protoplasmic, mystic joByLUfejs justbytosand^ 
bytes of rfigital information/' • • ^ i ‘ • * viV r 
But a spokesman fortte CalhofcChOrch dismissed ; 
such notions, pointing: out that the Vafic^emptoyeff 
its mm scientists. “In the past scientists weraneen as . 
atheistic because they raisedquestkjteatxxit God and 
the universe, butsctenco and refi®on are beeommg 
more reconciled now Theidea thaTsdenfistetiofrt b®r 
lieve rn God is a bn of smyth* Cidre Gamer ' 


Ayckbourn’s 
theatre offered 
cash lifeline 

Sir Alan Ayckbourn’s financially 
troubled seaside theatre was yes- 
terday thrown a cash lifeline. 

The Stephen Joseph Theatre in 
Scarborough was set to close In 
September, with the loss of 30 full- 
time and 60 part-time jobs, after 
North Yorkshire County Council 
axed a grant of nearly £80,000. 

The grant was linked to 
£1 75,000 Arts Council lottery fund- 
ing and the theatre, which opened 
a year ago with financial backing 
from the playwright, would not 
have survived the loss of so much 
cash. 

But yesterday the council an- 
nounced that £40,000 may stfll be 
available for the theatre if certain 
conditions are met 

Although the cash only amounts 
to half the original grant, it means 
the theatre - which must produce 
a “viable business plan" to get the 
reduced sum - win still receive all 
the lottery money and should 
therefore remain open. 

Theatre spokeswoman Jeannie 
Swales said: “We're very pleased 
that the council has re-addressed 
the funding issue, but we're not 
throwing any parties until we know 
for sure what's going on.” 



The council, which has said an- 
other £30,000 could be available 
for the threatened Harrogate 
Theatre, has warned that a newly 
elected county council mil- be re- 
sponsible for awarding next year's 
grants. 

Miss Swales add rat: “We're not 
completely in the dear - we’ll have 
to do revisions of the programme 
and budget now. 

“The future is much much 
brighter than it was a week 
ago, but it’s still not folly 
assured.” 

The theatre, which is named af- 
ter Sir Alan’s theatrical mentor, 
stages the playwright’s new pro- 
ductions before they go to the 
West End theatres In London. 


Radcliffe fails to 
halt R1 slide : 

Mark Radcliffe, who replaced Chris 
Evans as presenter of Radio One’s 
breakfast show, has failed to . ' 
listeners deserting the station., 
cording to a report yesterday, 
which said that nearly 400,000 lis- 
teners had been lost in the test two 
months. .. sV : 

While not denying the claim; the 
BBC said the figures weretfTnaccu- 
rate". • ■ • 

The report, in this week's The . " 
Radio magazine claimed the sta- 
tion lost 372,000 weekly listeners 
in February and -more in March.lt 
said the audience figures could 
plunge to> 1 heir lowest since the 
station began in 1967. 

The alleged decline accelerated 
after the exit of Chris Evans; the 
magazine said. But It could also be 
due to the growth to popularity of 
Radio 5 Live and Steve Wright's 
hugely popular Saturday morning 
show on Radio 2. 

Wright’s audience increased by 
150,000, according to the last pub- 
lished independent figures. 

The last officially audited Rsqar 
ratings, showed Radio One attract- 
ed more than 10.6 million weekly 
listeners. It would have an estimat- 
ed weekly audience reach of about 
10.14 million If the new figures are 
correct 
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Mother defends helping her son buy heroin 


A 62-year-old Women’s Institute member and school 
governor yesterday defended making daily trips to 
buy heroin from back-street dealers to feed her son’s 
addiction. 

Ex-nurse Marjorie Biackadder, 62, has spent thou- 
sands of pounds of her savings over the past five 
years on her son, Christopher, 23. 

In an interview with GMTV, the regular churchgoer, 

who fives In Carlisle, Cumbria, said: “We had a dis- 
cussion and he genuinely wants to get off heroin but 
has great problems. So I did a deal with him. I said 
that I would actually monitor his use of heroin to tty 
to help him reduce his intake each day and I have 
been dong that 

“I actually give him the money and take him In the 
car. I don’t know where he goes. He goes and gets 
tiie heroin and he comes back home and he takes ft. 

“Since February 1 have been able to reduce him 


from taking half-a-gramme of heroin a day and hope- 
fully today is going to be the first day free of heroin." 

Mrs Biackadder, who says she has had the sup- 
port, to a certain degree, of her family and friends 
added: “I am actually keeping him healthy, I am keep- 
ing him safe, keeping him out of trouble and probably 
saving the country some money because the police 
aren’t Involved any longer. 

“Yes, ft is difficult to justify it, but at the end of the 
day I love my son and do feel it is my responsibility. 

“It’s not satiety’s responsibility to support my son. 
It’s my responsibility to help him get better and that’s 
what I’m trying to do.” 

Mrs Biackadder has said she believes “morally and 
religiously” she could not allow her son to steal to af- 
ford his £20-aday addiction. She said she could not 
abandon him and and that the decision to support 
him was the lesser of two evils. 



MOTORING 

Britain tops European 
league for car theft 

Motorists in the UK are twice as likely to have their vehicles stolen 
as anywhere else on the Continent, research by the motor 
insurance company .Eagle Star has found. But Britain’s position on 
top of the European car theft league does not indicate security 
chnr rramipff t, marnifarturw masted yesterday. ' 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders said the types 

t -fawwl mm rlw> trail, m thnv heino taken tn 



mu* u thriving theft business,” said an SMMT spokesman. 

The Eagle Star figures show that in England and Wales there arc 
nearly 23 thefts per L000 cars - equivalent to one vehicle being 
stolen every minute. The overall UK figure is 22 cars stolen for 
eveiy 1,000 in use - twice as bad as the next worst country, France. 
The theft rate for Scotland is 15.5 per L000, while the Northern 
Ireland rate is 14,6. 

Car theft is lowest m Austria, where fewer than 15 per 1,000 
were stolen in 1995. The next safest country is Switzerland, with 
three per 1,000. " 

SCIENCE 

Life of luxury boosts brain power 

Being pampered when young b good for your brain - at least, if 
yoaVe a mouse. Mire reared In big cages and given plenty of 
nesting ma ter ia l, snacks, and toys such as tunnels and wheels to 
play with, had more developed brains than those brought up in a 
barren, deprived environment according to research, published 
today in the science journal Atom* 

The hippocampus - the part of the brain that deals with 
learning and memory -had on average 15 percent more neurons 
in the ''enriched” mke than those brought up in dull 
surroundings. They also performed better in tasks such as 
escaping a water-filled maze. 

The group of 12 “standard” mice were brought up with four 
sharing a single bare cage. Hie other 12 were pat in a specially 
designed cage with a square metre of ground area equipped with 
papertubes, nesting material, a rearrangeable set of plastic tubes, 
a sisal: tunnel with various openings and a naming wheeL 

As fellas their normal food, the mice in the luxury cage were 
given extra treats including cheese, crackers, apples, popcorn, and 
whole-grain nibble bars~ Charles Arthur 



HOUSING 


Shortage of affordable homes 


homes being built or refurbished will be 
hi oft] 


_4I in 

tty 48,000 a y&&?6y the turn of the millennium, the 
National Hbusmg Federation claims today. Launching its Lost 
Homes Campaign, ihe NHF - which represents housing 
associations and trusts - wains that the problem is a “Treasury time 
bomb” which will have to be dealt with and paid for one day - 
whoever wins the general election. 

Chief Executive Jim Coulter said the later that a government 
picked up the bill, the more it would cost “The growing homes 
crisfe will mean even more stress on health authorities, police 
forces and schools as the knock-on effects of poor and inadequate 


housing will hit people and communities in many ways. 

The Lost Hones Campaign. National Housing Federation, 175 
Gray's Inn Road, London WC1X 8UP. Michael 
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CITIES _ 

Improving capital’s infrastructure 

Tbe way London is ran has improved marginally in recent years, 
according to a new study — but roads, policing and transport are 
still badly co-ordinated. And pablfcdemaiids for some Jrind of 
elected authority continue to be ignored. 

• One remedy fc the creatiou of a directly elected mayor, but the 
study says, the future of London as a working city depends entirely 
on bdfrfoWMdul] is prepared to cut the strings and allow 
Londoners to make their own decisions. 

Tfc? i^KMrt. prepared for the Joseph Rrwntree Foundation by 
*£cwJeml?s at the Loudon; School of Economics, praises 
partnerships between boroughs and the Government's specialist 
office for London. But it argues the capital's chronic traffic 
problems {frustrate how much more needs to be done to 
co-ordinate a plethora of diffierent committees, departments and 
offices. 

The New Government of London, JRF, The Bomestead, 

40 Water End, York Y03 6LB David Walter 

CRIME 

Gang killings increase in Ireland 

Ireland's typical murder victim is a man aged up to 35 with no job, 
according to figures produced by police. Statistics from a 

• ’ also showed that most victims were either shot or 


eis 

’fp. 


ie Irish police force reported. 

. .The figures suggested that the murder detection rate could.be 
falling with the spread of such killings. 

While male victims were most likely to be stabbed or shot 
women tended to be killed in kicking and hitting attacks, or 
through strangulation and arson. 

The study highlighted no apparent motive for many murders, but 
revenge ana disputes were identified as principal reasons for the 
crime, ahead of gangland killings. 


HEALTH 


Shop around for specs 

People buying spectacles should shop around as prices vary hugely 
between stores, according to the Consumers' Association 
magazine. Which? Roughly half the population wear spectacles, 
increasing to more than 90 per cent of the over-55s, and the 
market was worth nearly £l-3bu last year. The average cost in 1995 
was £95 per paii; the magazine said. 

The four big national chains - Boots Opticians, Dollond & 
Aftchison, Specsavers and Vision Express — account for more than 
a third of all sales. But they are not necessarily the cheapest places 
to go. Which? found. It can be hard to see price differences, as 
opticians Cafl to display costs dearly or consistently, the magazine 
said. A nfejor obstacle to checking prices was the way they were 
displayed, making It hard to compare them - and easy for 
opticians to chaige varying prices without customers noticing. 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4122% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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fi oy, 15, dies after ‘hanging’ in police cell 
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The death will be viewed as 
parhatlarly controwasial because 
^twenfes are not supposed to be held 
m police cells under any circum- 
stances. • 

The 15-year-old had been arresr- 
ed on suspicion ofburghiyand was 
found unconsdoos by custody offi- 
cers ar 3.15 pm on Monday. Itfami- 
derstpod that officers resuscitated 
him before paramedics rnshed him 
to Hartlepool General Hospital He 
was ;ppt oa a life support system bm 

died at 11am yesterday mo rning. 


. Cleveland Police voluntarily 
referred the case to the Police Com- 
- plaints Authority on Tuesday. Nd- 
ther the force nor the authority 
would comment on reports that the 
youth, understood to be from the 


band of hfc track sukhottomstotry 
to hang himself “It is too tarty to 
speculate on the canse of death," an 
authority spokeswoman said. 

Tony WTHiannc, the authority 

member supervising Urn PCA in- 
vestigation, has agreed to the ap- 


pointment- of Superintendent Leo 
Ross of Cleveland Constabulary’s 
-complains department, as investi- 
gating officer. • 

The boy’s family have requested 
anonymity. Supt Ross said: “We are 
.investigating an incident at Hartle- 
pool police station. We are respect- 
ing pleas from the boy’s famil y for 
no publicity and we are speaking to 
other people who were in the cefls.* 

Roger JEsde, secretary to the Law 
Society’s criminal law committee, 
said the Code of Practice under the 


1984 Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act made it clear that juveniles 
should noi.be placed in the cells. 

“Most pohee stations would have 

a detention room forthoseiuvenScs 
who need to be deiafaed/MrEde 
gain “The rooms are modi more 
spadovs and less intimidating than 
cells and, crudafiy, nearer the cus- 
tody officer. Bui juveniles arc some- 
times put in <ytfc because there is 
nowhere else to put them.” 

Mark Grindrod, juvenile project 
manager for ibe Howard League for 


Penal Reform, bid: "If you haw ju- 
m mWrxfr vou have to have 


herability.becaase they are paruc- 

ohtriy volatile and particularly prone 

to carrying on* «ts which P^haps 
they do not fafly think through. 
That’s why w haw such specific and 
stringent safeguards about uner- 
md d^uong juveniles, with 
onerous respons3%iliues placed on 
those - whether in pohoe stations or 
noons- who have custody of them." 
A juvemfe should not be held in 


a cell before being interviewed and 
a decision over whether to charge 
him or her is reached. Once a deci- 
sion to charge has been made, police 
can huD the voung person into the 
care of social services, or send him 
or her home, pending a court ap- 
pearance. 

The boy's death follows a series 
of sukides by juveniles who were be- 
ing held in prisons. 

The Howard League warned 
warned this week that the prison 
suicide toll would continue to rise ns 


If this 
man is so 
rich, how 
come he’s 
selling 
his art 
collection? 


Cfare Gamer 

Musician Eric Clapton is selling his paint- 
ings in order to make room for more. While 
his collection of 20th centuiy art is expected 
to fetch as much as £500,000, it is not the 
money he needs, but wall space. 

Rather than put the pictures, drawings 
and sculptures which decorate his large 
Chelsea home into storage, the guitar 
legend has decided to put them under the 
hammer instead. On 29 May, Christie’s will 
auction most of the collection he has as- 
sembled over the past five years in a sale 
of contemporary art in London. . . 

“He's clearing wall space rather than any: 
thing else,” said Monica Campos, a spe- 
cialist in contemponiiy art at Christie's m 
London. “The collection consists of a few 
artists in great depth and he would like to 
move into other coDecting fields. Because 
they are big, big paintings - several mea- 
sure approximately two metres by two me- 
tres -really it’s a matter of having the^jace 
to acquire new an." 

Clapton is a shrewd and serious collec- 
tor. Paintings by the op-art and abstrac- 
tionist English painter, Bridget RfleyV^nd 
by the Italians Sandro Chia and Mariahi, 
show a strong interest in key figures of the 
past few decades. 

He also collected Matthew Smith - one . 
of the most luscious and sensuously, en- 
joyable of the English 20th-century post- 
impressionists, and has drawings by 
Matisse, Degas and de Chirico. 

In dispensing with his collection, Clap- 
ton joins a list of celebrities who have part- . 
ed with their art after being bitten by the 
collecting bug. In 1994, Barbra Streisand’s 
collection of 20th century art deco fetched 
£4.1ra at Christie’s in New York. Writing 
in the catalogue foreword. Ms Streisand ex- 



Cream collection: Erlc Claptop’s picture along side ‘Untitled’ by Sandro Chia, which goes on sale with the rest of the musician’s art collection next month 
p “rmata vdKJlenewplaoe^kSt..'. His aesthetic taste gets fall marks from — . . . . 7 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


I want to simplify my fife. I want only two 
houses instead^ seveiLf ; _ . • . 

In 1988. ,Htem;John>s collection -of art 

j • ‘ ■ . I-i ‘Vi-n 


kraing a preview in tiiieYictona & Albert 
Museum ra Loudon. v . ; ••’ ' V* . 

Unlike prominent private coflectore of 
20thheniniy ait, such asMadomn and Jack 
Nicholson, Clapton's passion has been 
kept quiet. “It wasn’t publicly known be- 
cause it Was more his UMSonal collection 
to decorate his home. He was not bu3d- 
ing afbundation 13ce otte collectors do,” 
said Ms CamppK • 1' 


the auctioneers. “As with his music,” said 
Ms Campos, “bis taste is edectic, highly per- 
sonal andstroogiy rooted in tradition. Ithas 
been assdfibled by someone who has not 
been affected by the vagaries of fashion.” 

The collection is estimated at £300.000 
to £5O0,OOQ..The most valuable-works are 
Rfley^s ShengTkng, “a Summering and hyp- 
notic canvas”, and Chia’s The H endgame, 
both estimated at £30,000 to £40,000. 

The “personal touch", reflected in the 
cross-section of styles and media, is, ac- 
axding to Ms Campos, encouraging for the 
art world. . 






Your first Self Assessment tax return will be 
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Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

American chickens, which end 
up on British tables, have been 
kept for loog periods in a 
warm, festering soup of faeces 
and grime, allowing bacteria to 
spread from bird to bird. 

Britain imports about two 
and a half thousand tons of 
chicken from America every 
year - the second biggest im- 
porter in the European Union 
1 w hich are believed to. ana 
their way into processed meat 

products . . _ 

A gruesome picture 

emerjredyesterday of how the 

Aroencans treat their chickens. 
According to European vet- 
erinary experts, when the 
chickens are packed, in the 
US for export they- are em- 
bedded in ice, which quickly 
melts, pouring in streams, 
mixed with chicken blood, 
through special leak holes cut 
inboxes. The warm dirty wa- 
ter flows over unprotected 

carcasses, creating farther^ 

of contamination. On Ameri- 
can poultry abattoir floors 
much “pooling ofwater^ob- 

JSvttT a* “ P ans °W 

carcases seen swapped and 
tricking out of boxes. • 

The US abattoirs dependpn 
disinfection with chlorine, .at 
the end of the processing, to 
Jeconiaminate the carcass^ 
Such decontamination is. 
ESbd in the European 


of an all-out ban on this import 
of American chicken, and. 
brought Europe and theUS to 
the brink of a trade war. Yet, 
despite the crisis in EU-US re- 
lations, and the findings of high 
contamination risk, neither 
the European Commission in 

Brussels, or the Ministry of 
Agriculture fa London, have 


Hi tiff 




vThe thrust of the European . 
findings appeacefto be sup- 
ported by an independent re- 
port by one of America’s own 
leading consumer health bod- 
ies; the Centre fbr Science in 
the Public Interest. Il.-Jttas 
found that 20 per cent of LIS 
broiler chickens are confami*s 
nated with salmonella before 





any advice for Europe s ie- 


chicken is still -not officiaily 
banned and is still on sate 

here. ' . 

Ame rican chickens consti- 
tute only a small per-centage 
of. the birds eaten in Europe, 
but US products are widefy 
used for cheap chicken prod- , 
acts and are often found on 
sale, frozen in supermarkets.; . 
The US has accused Europe 

of e xagg erating the dangers tn 
order to block the import of 
American meats. But one of. 

the European team who «r- 
ried out inspections, dt »frib“ 
whai be bad seen in the Ub 
abattoirs as “simply disgust- 
ing”: .. . ! 


processing and the contami- 
nation increases after treat- 
ment in the US. slaughter 
houses. American poultry 
slaughterhouses use methods 
wbk± “increase the risk of con- 
tanunation 7 ’ and then relies on 
tbe -consomer “to cook the 
problem away^, says a report 
by the centre. 

'SaliiioneHa and Campy- 
> lobacter, the two bacteria 

found, most frequenilyinponJ- 

tty^caose65 mnliohinBesses 
in ftc US every year. 
y.Tlfe American experts de- 
febethe US processing pro- 
d^fereas follows: .^Chickens 
and turkeys are shipped, in 
cages crowded with other birds 
and often arrive at the pro- 


cessing plant with faeces on the 
feathers and the skin. - 
' “At the processing plant, 
the birds are hung by their feel 
and then stunned. From this 
point on they are essentially 
. brain dead, but other physio- 
logical responses continue. 
.The birds often defecate. 
Hanging birds by their feet as- 
sures, .that when they defe- 
cate, ' tbe contamination 
remains on the skin and feath- 
ers." • 

The dead chickens are put 
in a scald tank known as ‘fe- 
cal soup’. In the tank contam- 
ination builds np as the water 
is not hot enough to kill the 
bacteria. Next, the birds are 
“defeathered" by mechanical 
fingers which “are not cleaned 
between each bird and can ac- 
tually collect contamination 
from the dirtiest bird and re- 
distribute it onto each new 
carcass.” 

“Removal of internal or- 
gans is also done by machines 
which cannot prevent intesti- 
nal contents spilling all over 
the cavity of the bird. This also 
causes cross-corrtammation. 

“Finalfybtrdsarechillcdin 
laige vats of water called im- - 
mersibn dull ere, a common 
bath where the birds bump 
against each other. Salmonel- 
la and Campylobacter get re- 
distributed from one carcass 
onto others in the tank. 

A number of leading super- 
markets - including Ifcsco, 
Salisbury's, Xwik Save and 
Morrison -contacted test night, 
said they did not use American 
dnckeannportk However, it is 
believed fait fae majority of the 
chicken imported into the UK 
could be used fa processed 
meat products, such as pies. 
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news 


Blood sports 
union takes 
aim at job 
cutbacks 




Simon Reeve 


Blood sports enthusiasts and country 
sports workers launched a new union 
yesterday to protect their industry 
'from hostile legislation and the loss 
of up to 160.000 jobs. The Union of 
Country Sports Workers wants direct 
ralks with the main party leaders 
amid claims that some rural areas 
could be affected by a ban on hunting 
in a similar way to the devastation felt 
by minin g communities after the 
collapse of the coal industry. 

At a meeting in Whitehall, central 
London, yesterday - picketed by a 
lone protester from the League 
Against Cruel Sports - John Fretwell, 
the chairman of the new union and 
huntsman of the Stowe Beagles, 
warned that any political party which 
bans country sports “will be scarred 
in rural areas for ever”. 

Labour has pledged a free vote in 
the Commons on whether to ban hunt- 
ing, but Mr fretwell claimed that such 
legislation would have a serious impact 
on other country pursuits and affect in- 
dependent hotels and the rural retail 
industry. 

According to the union, 90,000 
low-paid full-time jobs are at risk, but 
the figure rises by another 70,000 if 
part-time workers are included. 

Alan Loughrin, a gamekeeper and 
forester from Buckinghamshire, said he 
would be at risk from any bunting 
ban. “I might get another job, but 
when you look at the unemployment 
figures 1 doubt whether all of us 
could." 
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Alarm at 


proposals 
to curb TV 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


Television journalists are under 
threat from a draconian priva- 


Loaded issue: Country sports workers fear that a hunting ban could lead to massive job losses in their Industry Photograph: Rob Stratton 


ism on television, it was claimed 
yesterday. 

The Broadcasting Standards 
Commission - which came into 
being on 1 April out of a merg- 
er of the Broadcasting Com- 
plaints Commission and the 
Broadcasting Standards Coun- 
cxL- is charged by law with cre- 
ating a code of practice that 
covers privacy issues such as se- 
cret filming . 

The BSC has circulated a 
draft code of practice to broad- 
caster that has alarmed the pro- 
ducers of programmes such as 
those that feature in the Chan- 
nel 4 Dispatches series. 

The proposed code asks that 
there is always an “over- 
whelming public interest'* be- 

is aBowwL^ also sates'tbat 
those nrtetviewed by journalists 
should have the right to with- 
draw their interviews after giv- 
ing them, and. that if & story 
moves oo they should be in- 
formed and showed to change 
their statements. 

“If you started trying to ap- 


the BSC, said that the new 
code seen by The Independent 
was an early draff. “The point 
of sending out a consultation 
document is precisely in order 





hatf;the stories m newspapers 
would-bo against the code,” said 
Bernard cSarfc, executive pro- 
docer of CfeikTfctevBkm, which 
made the Dispatches pro- 
gramme about Sotheby’s al- 
leged artsmuggling. “The code 
would make proper decent in- 
vestigative journalism extreme^ 
cfiffioiit," he added. 

T Channel 4is also known to be 
concerned about the code and 


Cteric *Waofly and hidtetinet 
coda b a lawyer's charter' 


to the BSC about its worries. 
Qsnttai Thfevtstch, maker of The 
Cook Report, has responded to 
the code in a joint submission 

with ITN. 

'Journalists are also con- 
cerned that the' wording of the" 
code will give companies and in- 
, dividends under investigation a 
string of legal technicalities 
that could be used to prevent 
the broadcast of investigative 
documentaries. 

“The whole code is a lawyer's 


•vjsk: 
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Pficfwfas Schoon 


What? Drought again? Surely 
weYe one of the wettest coun- 
tries in the world. 


has risen by 30 per cent over 
20 yeans. As people have be- 
come more affluent they want 
more water, for their gardens, 
dishwashers, car washing etc. 


Not so. Some west-facing 
mountain slopes in Cumbria, 
are pretty damp, with more 
than quarter of an inch a day. 
But that’s four times as much 
as the south east and East 
Anglia. New York, Rome, 
Lisbon and Paris, all get more 
rain in the average year than 
London. 


Why not build more reser- 
voirs, or bring the water over 
from the wetter parts of the 
country using canals am! 
rivers and big pipelines? 


Yes, but aren't there plenty of 
developed countries less 
rained on than ours which 
get by without water shortage 
after water shortage? 


It may come to that, but it 
will cost millions and put bills 
up. The water companies 
want to build new reservoirs 
but are also laying emphasis 
on restraining their 
customers’ rising demand. 


There are. But our water sup- 
plies are set op to handle av- 
erage rainfall and the 
occasional dry spell. These 
have become more common, 
the last 24 months being the 
driest in En gland and Wales 
since records began. 


Couldn't it all be solved if the 
water company fat cats were 
made to end all the leakage 
from their mains? ■ 


Is this man-made climate 
change at work? 


No scientist who values her or 
bis reputation would say so, 
but more and more privately 
chink it might be. Scientists 


No. Thames and Welsh Whtcr 
lose 28 per cent, and York- 
shire and North West leak 26 
per cent, according to the 
industry regulator Qfwat. 
Southern and Anglian lose 
only 13 per cent. Companies 
are being made to reduce 
wastage but it would be very 
expensive to build a system 
with no leaks. 


cannot yet "predict how the 
build-up of heat-trapping gas 
es in this atmosphere will 
change the climate of whole 
continents, let alone that of 
small countries like the UK 


Well, yon scon to have plenty 
of answers. What's the 
solution? 


Are all the hosepipe bans and 
other restrictions and short- 
ages wciSe had since 1989 due 
to drought alone? 


No. Overall demand for tap- 
water in England and Wales 


There are no simple solu- 
tions. There is an excellent 
case for richer homes with 
gardens and outside taps to 
install water meters. House- 
holders and businesses need 
more advice to reduce their 
leaks. Government should 
give more leadership. Every 
garden should have a water 
butt. And mow your lawn less 
short - it retains water better. 




charter," said Mr Clark. “It's 
woolly and indistinct.'’ 

The 1996 Broadcasting 
Act, which created the BSC. 
dictates that the Independent 
Tfelevision Commission would 
“reflect" the new code - due to 
be published later this year -in 
its own regulations. 

Under current TTC regula- 
tions, broadcasters have to 
prove to their director of pro- 
gramming that they have “proof 
of wrongdoing” before they 
can secretly film. 


Stephen Whittle, director of 
the BSC, said that the new 


to test the water and get some 
measure of the debate. The 
code wiU be a challenge. Broad- 
casters are having a harder test 
applied to them than press 
journalists.” The idea was to txy 
to reconcile public distrust of 
journalists with the need to 
protect a free flow of informa- 
tion. 

Dmxztches has been the tar- 
get oi press condemnation for 
secret filming after it was re- 
vealed last month that William 
Bui tinier, an executive with se- 
curity firm Compass Safety In- 
ternational, killed himself after 
being secretly" filmed for 'an 
expose of the sale of weapons 
for torture. The programme 
was also accused of entrap- 
ment by Sotheby’s after it filmed 
an employee encouraging an 
undercover reporter to smuggle 
a work of art out of Italy. 
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news 


Suppose there is someone out there 


Vital ingredients of life are 
discovered on Jupiter’s moon 


p hartesi Arthur 

Science Editor 


.but don’t lay yourself open 
to aliens, warns Hawking 


containing carbon 
and nitrogen, vital for creating 

S’ fiave r been spotted on 
‘be surface of two of Jupiter's 
jpoons- increasing the chances 
tfaa ! form of life has 
evolved elsewhere in our solar 
system. 

. TheGo/aeo spacecraft, which 
is investigating the giant plan- 
et and its moons, seems to 
have detected the presence of 
cpniplex molecules containing 
the essential elements on both 
Ganymede and Callisto, the 
two largest moons of Jupiter. 

Astronomers already suspect 
that there may be life in warm 
water lying beneath the frozen 
surface of Europa, the s ma llest 
of Jupiter's four principal 
moons, based on observations 


6 CN is the 
best candidate. 

That doesn’t 
mean that there 
aren’t others. 9 


by Galileo of patterns of mete- 
or impacts on its surface and cal- 
culations about tidal heating of 
the moon's core. It is tho ugh t 
to have a crust of ice five miles 
thick, and an ocean of liquid wa- 
ter 60 miles deep, wanned by 
the hot inner core. Some experts 
think Europa's hidden ocean 
could be teeming with life. 

However, the new observa- 
tions are the first to suggest that 
life may exist, or previously have 
done, on both Ganymede and 
Callisto. The new evidence 
comes from analysis of the light 
reflected from the moons. When 
light hits a molecule, it exrites the 
molecular bonds, which 
"bounce” like a spring at their 
awn characteristic frequency. 

The frequency depends on 
the atoms in the molecule and 
the number of bonds. They then 
re-emit that energy as light at 
that frequency. When this is 
analysed it indicates what mol- 


ecules are presen L Fbur previ- 
ously undiscovered substances 
turned up m infra-red spec- 
trometiy analysis of light from 
9 aB ymedeandCalli!^scien- 
tists said at a meeting in Hous- 
ton, Texas, of the Lunar and 
Planetary Institute conference 
last month. 

Three were no surprise, com- 
prising water-bearing min er, 
als, sulphur dioxide and ice. But 
tire scientists were excited by the 
discovery of organic cyanides, 
comprising carbon and nitrogen 
linked by a triple bond. 

These are unusual molecules 
to find in inorganic reactions, 
Thomas McCord, of the Uni- 
versity of Hawaii, told New Sd- 
entist magazine. “We’re saying 
that CN is the best 
That doesn't mean there 
aren't others.* 

Molecules containing car- 
bon and nitrogen have also 
been detected in the core of the 
Hale-Bopp comet, which has 
sparked further interest in the 
idea that comets provide an ear- 
ly precursor for life to develop 
by providing an envi ro nment in 
which such molecules can form. 

Ganymede is unusual in that 
it has its own powerful magnetic 
field -suggesting that it has hs 
own iron core, rather like the 
Earth. This could also generate 
enough heat to start life near the 
centre of the moon, despite be- 
ing so remote that it gets only 
a tiny fraction of the sunlight 
that the Earth does 

Galileo, launched in 1989, 
reached Jupiter in 1995. In De- 
cember that year an atmos- 
pheric probe detached from 
the spacecraft plunged into the 
giant planet’s gas doods, trans- 
mitting back vital data before 
being crushed out of existence. 



. . i nattoor The arriyrf'of lntelllgent afien Bfe on the Earth could spell bad news for humanftx 
vhaobft ^ ig to, Profms^g^eyhen Jtawtdqg. The possible outcome has been Ekened to a scenario 

‘ leaders who have gathered for peace talks 


Professor Stephen Hawking 
and other scientists have a new 
warning: space probes and 
radios may be hazardous to our 
health- 

Hie reason is that if 
extraterrestrial life exists, and 
uses those probes or radio sig- 
nals to detect and pinpoint us, 
and then travels to visa us, that 
species will probably be more 
advanced ana more desperate 
- and hence more aggressive - 
than we are. 

Earlier this week scientists at 
the American space agency, 
Nasa, finally lost touch alter 25 
years with Pioneer 10 - now the 
most remote spacecraft in the 
umvecse, still moving away from 
us and now 67 times further 
from the Sun than the Earth, It 
carries a plaque intended to 
shew aliens where it originated, 
and what sort of spedes built it. 

But a new CD-Rom featur- 
ing Professor Hawking, famous 
for his theories on black holes, 
warns that the arrival of intel- 
ligent alien life would be bad 
news for humanity. 

He believes it would be an ex- 
perience comparable with the 
American Indians’ encounter 
with Christopher Columbus. “I 
don't think they were better off 
for it,” he said. Instead, many 
were wiped out by new diseases 
and wars over territory. 

Malcolm Young, professor of 
psychology aL the University of 
Newcastle, agrees wholeheart- 
edly. “It is very, very expensive 
to do any sort of crewed inter- 
stellar travel,” he said. “If any- 
body, or anything, ever does 
show up in the solar system then 
it must be because they really 
wanted to gel here. Goodwill 
seems an unlikely motivation. 

“But if your home star's ex- 


UFOs? There’s no need to worry, says Pentagon 


The US Pentagon has finally put its 
own version of the truth out there: 
unidentified flying objects (UFOs) 
are hot alien spacecraft. It is not 
hoarding any wrecked spacecraft, 
and overall it does notannk that 
there are any aliens - hiding in the 
dark skies, writes Charles Arthur. 

The announcement yesterday by a 
Pentagon spokesman of tire “Blue . 

1 " r- . . 


Book” project findings, which looked 
at 12^>18 sightings of UFOs between 
1949 and 1969, drew scorn from 
UFO-watchers though* who insisted 
that it ignores the small but signifi- 
cant number of sightings which can- 
not be explained by any natural or 
manufactured phenomena. 

But the Pentagon was insistent 
yesterday, after restating the find- 


ings of the “Blue Book” report. 
“There are no aliens out there that 
we are aware of,” said a spokesman. 
He was answering questions about 
the 39 Americans in the “Heaven's 
Gate" cult who last week committed 
suicide, saying they were “going to 
join the spaceship following the 
[Hale-Bopp) comet” A number of 
Americans are convinced that aua 


alien spacecraft is trailing the comet 
- an effect that astronomers say is 
caused by the apparent movement 
of a planet which is positioned near 
the comet's position in the sky when 
viewed from some parts of Earth. 

However, Graham Birdsall, editor 
of UFO magazine, said yesterday: 
“22.4 per cent of the Blue Book 
observations were classed as 


'unknown*. Since then there have 
been thousands of UFO observa- 
tions by sober, professional people. 

“I accept that 95 per cent can be 
explained by normal phenomena. 
But the US Air Force and the Min- 
istry of Defence are still very inter- 
ested in this, and I have yet to see 
anything which can explain the oth- 
er 5 per cent of observations.” 


ploding or your planet's dying, 
then it would be worthwhile. 
But in that case, you’re not go- 
ing to be interested in sharing. 
Ii will be like the film MarsAi- 
lacks - all the world leaders 
want to negotiate peace, but the 
aliens just shoot them." 

He points out that dead 
probes such as Pioneer 10 are 
unlikely to be found, let alone 
to indicate our origins. “They’re 
just interstellar junk." 

But old radio broadcasts wfll 
now have reached any star with- 
in 70 light years -which includes 
hundreds of thousands of star 
systems. “It only needs one of 
them to be able to crack the 
code for its origin,” he said 

Professor Hawking prefers to 
think that aliens have acciden- 
tally missed Earth, but is not 
looking forward to any time 
when they correct that overnight. 


6 It’s expensive 
to do any sort of 
crewed 
interstellar 
travel 9 


“It could be very nasty.” he said 
Pioneer 10 is ime of four deep 
space probes now heading out 
from Earth. It carries a plaque 
which shows the star it came 
from, relative to 14 highly en- 
ergetic stellar radio sources 
called pulsars, and to the cen- 
tre of the galaxy. A sufficient!)' 
intelligent race could trace its 
source. Other probes, such as 
Voyager 1 and 2. and Pioneer 11, 
are also headed slowly, and in 
contrasting directions, towards 
other stars - though they will 
take at least 30,000 years to ar- 
rive. Over the next million years 
they will pass stare in our close 
neighbourhood, light years dis- 
tant. But we will lose touch with 
them over the next 30 wars. 
Pioneer 10 and 11 were launched 
in March 1972 and April 1973 
respectively, and are now for 
outride the solar system, 46 and 
67 times further than the Earth 
from the Sun. 
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Homes boom Once upon a time, children used to read a go od book 


promises end to 


negative equity 
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Nic Cicutt! 

Personal Finance Editor 


Fresh confirmation of the me- 
teoric rise in property prices 
came yesterday as the Halifax 
Building Society released figures 
showing the average value of 
homes rose by I per cent in 
March. 

The increase brings the total 
rise in prices over the past 12 
months to 72 per cent, up 
from just 1.7 percent in March 
last year. 

However, the Halifax yes- 
terday moved to dampen sug- 
gestions of an Eighties-style 
boom by pointing out that 


1907 A 


□rices are still 4-2 per cent be- 
low their peak in May 19S9. 

“Though we again confirm 
that the market is continuing to 
recover, this is still at only a 
moderate pace, with no Indica- 
tion of the boom conditions of 
the late Eighties," a Halifax 
spokesman said. 

The society added that the 
most recent transaction figures 
for the number of homes 
bought in England and Wales 
showed a decline of 4.1 percent 
in February, compared with 
the previous month. 

Halifax's figure, up from 0.6 
per cem in February, comes 
days after a separate survey by 


its rival Nationwide, whose 
own index showed prices in 
March rose by 1.6 per cent. The 

difference in both sets of figures 
is attributable to differences in 
the way statistics are collated 
and analysed. Over longer pe- 
riods, both societies show sim- 
ilar results. . 

Nationwide’s own survey also 
showed that the increase in 
prices is concentrated in Lon- 
don and the south-east England, 
which is now showing double- 
digit increases over the past 12 
months, more in some areas. 

The Halifax said the driving 
factor forcing house prices up- 
wards is the shortage of prop- 
erties coming on the market, as 
sellers hang on to the last 


minute before contacting an es- 
tate agent Potential buyers are 
forced to compete for the few 
attractive homes that are put up 
for sole. 

The rises look set to bring to 
a rapid end one phenomenon of 
the housing market collapse - 
negative equity, where the cost 
of a mortgage is greater than the 
value of a home. 

A survey by Woolwich Build- 
ing Society in January showed 
that the Dumber of people with 
negative equity dropped by 
650,000, to 405,000 at the end 
of 1996. Experts believe that if 
prices continue to rise as at pre- 
sent, the remaining number 
could be all but wiped out. 

However, signs of some cool- 
ing in the market came yester- 
day from Legal & General, 1 
whose separate survey of raov- ! 
ing intentions, showed the num- 
ber of people who said they 
were likely to change homes in 
the past six months has fallen, 
from 26 per cent to 17 per cent. 

Neville Walton, L&G’s di- 
rector of financial services, said: 
“Activity is constrained by the 
threat of increases in interest 
rates, by uncertainties caused by 
the general election and the 
public viewing houses less as an 
investment ... and more simply 
as a home to live in." 
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Now read on: The childrens’ writer Uz WIer reads to youngsters at the 
International Childrens’ Book Day. The aim is to encourage more wfdesp 
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Concorde, the world’s only 
supersonic passenger jet, is like- 
ly to remain in service for an- 
other 20 years, despite a number 
of high profile incidents in the 
last few months. . . 

Only this week, two transat- 
lantic flights on one day had to 
be halted after the planes 
dumped fuel and returned to 
Kennedy International Airport 
in New York when warning 
lights flashed inside the cockpit. 

And in February, three inci- 
dents involving British Airways 
Concorde’s twenty-year-old en- 


► r- .*< 









• I*'- 





The supersonic jet, only 20 of 
which were built, has had worse 
scrapes. Since 1989, three BA j 
C oncordes have lost large sec- 
tions of their rodders in mid- 
flight - which cost £5m to 
replace. However, no plane has 
ever crashed and the structures 
remain in almost perfect 
condition. 

None of the problems en- 
countered has been serious 
enough to warrant an investi- 
gation by the airworthiness au- 
thorities. However, they do mar 
the image of the aircraft— which 
encourages the rich, the famous 
and those sxmplyin a big hurry 
to cough up £24>00 for the three 
hour flight across the 
Atlantic. 

As the aircraft grow older, the 
cost of keeping them m service 
also rises. Every plane has to un- 
dergo 22 hOUIS of Tnamtermnw: 
for every one hour of flight, 
more than three times that re- 
quired for a Boeing 747. AO of 
BAs Concordes are overhauled 
twice a year and they recently had 
their interiors refurbished. De- 



France and Britain who footed 
the £1.2bn bUL Air France has 
seven Concordes but only uses 
five normally. 

The problem for other carri- 
ers is that the jet has no obvious 
successor. British Aerospace, 
winch built Concorde with 
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3 Aviatixxr Authority, has Just 
extended the Tife” of each Cxm- 
corde by more than 20 per cent 


tered out after the Government 
refused to dole out a subsidy to 
the company. 

For the super-rich, Sukhoi, a 
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plane-makers could not find 
enough buyers. Although Con- 
corde put Europe ahead in com- 
mercial supersonic flights, the 
Americans are anxious to regain 
their supremacy in the skies. 
While Europe has only pre- 
pared to spend a paltry £10m a 
year on supersonic research, 
the US has agreed to a flJZbn, 
10-year programme. Hie US au- 
thorities are using an old Russ- 
ian “Concordskj" - the Tupolev 
Th-144 - as a lust plane. 

People are always 




needed, the planes are still prof- to develop a 10-sea ter corporate 
ilable. British Airways, winch has plane which could match Con- 
seven Concordes in its fleet, has corde’s cruising speed of twice 
consistently made money ■■ the speed of sound The pro- 
which should irk t a x p ayers in posals never took off because the 


transport,” says Captain Mike 
Bannister. BA's flight manager 
for Concorde. “With no real 
signs of a successor, it looks 13® 
it wfll be Concorde.” 


Women riders win fight 


DougfasFraser 


The ladies of Hawick will be al- 
lowed to join tiie Scottish bor- 
der town’s annual Common 
Riding Festival next month, af- 
ter both sides in this celebrated 
sex war agreed to compromise. 

The tradition — winch goes 
back to mediaeval times, and 
appears to many observers to 
have' been stack there — is 
cli&ngmg to allow women to' 
take part in two of the amemly 
all-male equestrian rideouts. 
As there are 16 in total, the 
agreement falls short of the 
Hawick Lady Riders’ ambi- 
tions, but they have pinned 
hopes of further change on a 
new promise of further talks 


starting after this year's events. 
The two mixed-sex events wfl] 


Women wiD suD be barred from 


octal events in early June. They 
relented in their determination 
to take part in the rideout on 6 
June, the main one in which 
townsmen follow their Comet ^ - 
the local lad who presides over 
the ceremonies - both to mark 
out ancient: boundaries and to 
commemorate victory over Eng- 
lish soldiers in 1514. 

The compromise follows a 


cellation of its main festival. 
When two women, Ashley 


Simpson and Mandy Graham, 
saddled up to take part last sum- 
mer. they faced abuse, taunts 
and threats, one of which re- 
sulted in a court conviction. A 
senior Borders official yesterday 
warned of the continuing pos- 
sibility of traditionalists dying 
to disrupt tv mixed-sex rideouts 
this year, or even the nobbling 
of horses. 

The women began a dvil 
court action last month, backed 
by the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, in wfa«* a decsson 
is awaited from u sheriff on 
whether the 1.975 Sex Discrim- 
ination Act applies to die Com- 
mon Riding. It was unclear 
yesterday if the action wlU be 
continued. 
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Pause for thought: Ministers listening to the launch of the Conservative Party manifesto yesterday. Promises of tax breaks emphasised the party's commitment to the family 


Colin Brown 

Chief Ftolitical Correspondent 


Kenneth Clarke was responsi- 
ble for one of the key trade-offs 
which gave the Conservative 
manifesto its strong “One Na- 
tion" flavour. The Independent 
has learned. 

The Chancellor agreed to the 
tax breaks for married couples 
with children, which formed one 
of the “plums” in the manifesto, 
in return for downgrading the 
commitments to abolish inheri- 
tance tax and capital gains tax. 

Mr Qarke had earlier refused 
to accept Lhe tax break plan for 


Chancellor's trade-off over family Income secures ‘One Nation' theme 


families when it was pushed in 
the Cabinet by John Redwood, 
who was keen on strengthening 
the commitment to the family . 

The Chancellor’s late con- 
version to the scheme, with the 
support of William Wbldegrave, 
the Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, came in the negotiations 
before the political Cabinet at 
Chequers, which agreed the 
broad outline far the mani- 
festo, mnhifting Thp. piwa trearinn 
of London Underground. 

Mr Clarice was resisting the 


pressure from John Major to 
abolish the two wealth taxes, 
which the Prime Minister had 
promised soon after winning the 
leadership contest against Mr 
Redwood. 

At that time, the pledge to 
continue the tax cutting agen- 
da for some of the better off in 
society was seen as a pay off by 
Mr Major to theTbiy right-wing 
for supporting him against Mr. 
Redwood's challenge. 

: Mr Qarke, however, was not 
convinced, and succeeded in se- 


curing a deal in which the com- 
mitment to abolish the wealth 
taxes was watered down in re- 
turn for finding the flJ2bn to 
fund the tax breaks for families. 

“It was agreed with the Chan- 
cellor we would downgrade the 
capital gains tax and the inher- 
itance tax commitments so that 
would leave room for the tax 
breaks," said a Whitehall 
source. 

“The co-operation of the 
Chancellor was also needed to 
produce the pension plus 


scheme. He has kept very dose 
to the game.” 

The fad that Mr Clarke’s 
stamp is on the manifesto may 
alarm some of his right-wing 
critics who called for his sack- 
ing before the campaigning be- 
gan in earnest over his refusal 
to allow a more Euro-sceptic ap- 
proach to the European single 
currency. 

In spite of the Prime Minis- 
ter's commitment to help the 
“have nots" with the mani- 
festo, it carried enough initia- 


tives to promote self-help and 
traditional family values to 
earn a welcome from leading 
right wing figures in the Torv 
party. 

Both the proposals by Gillian 
Shephard, the Secretary of 
State for Education, to publish 
all test results, and the tax 
breaks for married couples 
were welcomed by Mr Red- 
wood, who was touring Tory 
constituencies in the Home 
Counties. “I am glad to see the 
Government setting out some 


of the long term plans to curb 
welfare dependency, promote 
independence and to help those 
who care for others. This is ex- 
adly what the Conservative 
Party should be doing - pro- 
moting forward-thinking ideas," 
Mr Redwood said. 

However, Mr Clarke is 
emerging as one of the pivotal 
players in the delivery of the 
manifesto for a fifth Conserva- 
tive term. The Prime Minister’s 
confirmation (hat the tax breaks 
for families would take prece- 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 

donee over the aim of achiev- 
ing a basic tux rate of 20p was 
further confirmation that the 
Tory party is going into the elec- 
tion with One Nation policies 
dominating its agenda. 

it may raise Mr Clarke’s 
stock now, but he could risk 
shouldering much of the blame 
if the Tories lose the election. 
The policy compromise on Eu- 
rope - thrashed out some weeks 
ago with Malcolm Rifkind, the 
Foreign Secretary - is being 
ignored by dozens ofTbry can- 
didates who will be fighting on 
a commitment to reject a single 
currency. 


Tumim may 
stand in Tatton 



Jo|o Mayes 

Judge Stepben Tumim, the re- 
tired HM Inspector of Prisons, 
has been approached by the lib- 
eral Democrats to stand against 
Tory MP Nefl Hamilton as a 
joint-party “Anti-Sleaze" can- 
didate in the Cheshire - 
constituency of Tatton. 

Judge Tbmim, who is cur- 
rently out of the country, was 
said by Liberal Democrat 
sources to have spoken to a se- 
nior party figure about the plan 
for both Labour and Liberal 
Democrat candidates to stand 
aside - should Mr. Hamilton 
continue to contest the seat. 

It is aim understood that for- 
mer Beirut hostage Tfeny Waite, 
has ruled himself out of stand- 
ing against Mr. Hamilton, who 
has been the focus of persistent 
sleaze allegations. 

The local Labour Party, 
whose candidate for Tktton, 
Jon Kelly, offered to stand 
down to make way for an in- 
dependent' challenger last Sat- 
urday, said it was “happy in 
principle" with some of the 
names suggested, but stressed 
that initial discussions were not 
being made at local level. 


The apparent coalition be- 
tween the parties appears to in- j 
dicate a renewed attempt to : 
force Mr Hamilton to stand : 
down, despite the support of iris 
local Thtton Conservative As- 
sociation. There were also sug- 
gestions yesterday that the 
North West Regional Conser- 
vatives were applying pressure 
to Mr Hamilton, although a 
spokesman denied this." 

Mr Hamilton, speaking ex- 
clusively to his constituency^ lo- 
cal paper The. Knutsford 
Guardian yesterday, said he 
would not resign, despite the in- 
tense pressure placed upon 
him. 

“Em»s6fji«^pnaeata5kftnis- 
interpretation of rules axe not 
synonymous with dishonesty. 
MPs are no better, nor worse, 
than the population at large. 
Every barrel has its rotten ap- 
ples. I am not one of them,'* Mr 
Hamilton said! ‘ 

“I have no intention of- sur- 
rendering to a squalid - witch- 
hunt by newspapers,” be added. 
But the former trade minister 



Blair writes out 
his 10-point plan 


tic confidence in him had not 
been affected by “dishonest” 
media coverage. 
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Tony Blair preparing his manifesto yesterday 


Christian Wobnar 

Westminster Correspondent 


This morning, Tbny Blair will 
unveil Labour's manifesto, set- 
ting out a personally-written 10- 
point “contract with the British 
people", which will form the ba- 
sis of a programme for a Labour 
government. 

Mr Blair will concede that 
several Tory policies were cor- 
rect, such as tighter regulation 
of the trade unions and the en- 
couragement of free enterprise. 
But he will criticise the Con- 
servatives for having failed to 
address social problems, for 
their “boom and bust" style of 
. economics and for their bu- 
reaucratic policies on the NHS. 

Tire manifesto is being trailed 
as a cautious document, based 
around the five pledges which 
were included in the draft man- 
ifesto approved by the party 
membership last year. 

Labour sources say it win be 
a “programme for govern- 
ment” wiD not be subject to Iasl- 
minule changes on the Today 
programme and is “imcompro- 
Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid misingly new Labour". 


At 16,000 words, the Labour 
manifesto is marginally shorter 
than the Conservative one 
published yesterday. 

The Labour Party issued 
photocopies of Mr Blair's 10- 
point contract. They showed 
that the Labour leader ap- 
peared to have some difficulty 
with the number of “ps" in “de- 
veloping” in the eighth pledge, 
covering the environment, 
which he crossed out and set- 
tled for “develop". 

The manifesto will address 
the fact that many people are 
bored with politics, saying it Is 
a result of the Conservatives’ 
broken promises. 

The manifesto starts off with 
a statement from Mr Blair in 
which be borrows the old “One 
Nation" slogan from the Con- 
servatives. He says: “I believe m 
Britain. It is a great country, 
with a great history, and the 
British people are a great peo- 
ple. 1 believe Britain can and 
must be better. I want Britain 
to be one nation with shared val- 
ues and purpose, where merit 
comes before privilege, run for 
the manv, not the few." 


Mr Blair sets out that his pur- 
pose is to create a Britain in 
which there will be better hos- 
pitals and schools, “better ways 
of fighting crime” and in which 
wc will be “equipping ourselves 
for a new world economy". He 
says: “I want a country in which 
people get on, do well and 
make a success of their lives". 

The five pledges covered low 
inflation and taxation: reduced 
class sizes through the abolition 
of the assisted places scheme: 
250,000 young people off the 
dole paid for far the windfall tax 
on utility companies: reducing 
wailing lists through culling 
NHS bureaucracy: and more 
rapid punishment for young 
offenders. 

To these, Mr Blair has added 
some rather unspecific com- 
mitments to safeguard the en- 
vironment and develop an 
integrated transport system, to 
“clean up and decentralise pol- 
itics". provide leadership in 
Europe, and ensure govern- 
ment “helps build strong fam- 
ilies and strong communities”. 
Education, he stresses, is lo he 
“the No 1 priority" 
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policies In WbjptibUc. 




KEY ARGUMENTS 


The Conservafivea' promise of extra tax 
aJJowaneas to promote tfw famity was the 
top debating point of the day. 

John Major su'd that Hie plans would 
give proper recognition to the rote played 
by many parent* and carers in meeting 
Itisfr family responsibilities. 

Howevet; Paddy Ashdown attacked 
the plan, claiming that the Conservatives 
would not be able to find ttffi money 
to carry It ouL 

The schema has been priced by some 
commentators at EM bn, but its aufaors 
estimate ft wffl only cost E1JZ bn. Mr 
Ashdown branded the document “a 
manifesto for the low, riot the many - . 

Meanwhile, the shadow Chancellor, 
Cordon Brown, said a promise to help 
famBes was not credftrfe from a 

Government which had nearly halved the 
married couple’s allowanca in five years. 

At Labois's press-conference, he and 
Labour’s trade and Industry secretary, 
Margaret Beckett, highlighted 92 promises 
which they efaimed tho Conservatives had 
broken since 1992. 

Mr Brown accused the Government of 

presenting uncosted pledges on tax cuts 

'without tte faintest idea of how to pay 
for thorn’'. 

However 'a confident Mr Major made It 
plain that Ms aim was not just to move 
Into “fee next ptese of Conservative 
prosperity”. 


GOOD DAY 



BAD DAY ■ HOGWASH 


“We, the Conservatives, respect people's choice and within the family. 

If that family choose to have one person staying at home to look after 
■_ . the chSdren and the other going out to work to maintain the family, the 

tax system should acknowledge that." Chancellor Kenneth Clarice, explaining why the 
Tories now premiss tax refief for married couples, hatring phased R out and Insisted 
woman's tax affaire should be separate from their husbands' a few years ago. 
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ONE TO REMEMBER 


Dafydd Wigtay, leader of. 
Plaid Cymru, saw flie-lauricft 
of his poty’s manifesto 
postponed by a toll week, although 
. toe party was not expedfog the 
delay to dent their poll showing. 

' Labour too had delayed their 
. launch, for just a day, saying they : 

: dkf hot wish to be seen to dash -. 
with the Conservatives. “I wish we 
coukf be that devious/ commented 
a party member, before attributing 
PC’s lateness to straightforward 
- logistical difficulties.: : 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


■S9SI The Scottish National Party 

launched their election campaign, 
lraj| encouraged by an opinion poll 
■wi which showed they had more than 
twice the level of local support than the 
Conservatives. 

TWO are better organised, better financed, 
and more solidly based than ever before," 


Alex Safmond, the SNP leader told a news 
conference. 

Meanwhile, Alan Sked, leader of the UK 
Independence Party, said Ns party had a 
unique problem: “We are very pure, but I 
don't want people to think that because 
wa are sleaze-free, we have no knowledge 
of sex. - 


MEDIA STAR 


Michael Howard, the Home Secretary vis ted a newly opened cycle routein 
his constituency at Folkestone, Kent, and assembled photographers asked 
him to line up wflh a group of local diildran for a photo-call. The children 
were predictably asked to say “Cheese." Onlookers, 
fives of a local press agency, were later unanimous in th«r assertion mat me 
children responded by chorusing “Sleaze." 


■ i 


Not surprisingly the launch of the Conservative manifesto 
dominated all the news bulletins, with Mr Major hlmsalf 
doing the Radio 4 Today programme BBC Breakfast News, 
BBC local ratfio, UN’s earty evening news, Sky News, 
Channel 4 r and Channel 5. He attempted to shHt the focus 
away from sleaae and on to poBdes.outflnad In the 
manjfasto, but was notattogether successful. On the Today 
programme, he accused John Humphrys of “hijacking" the 
interview because he insisted on questioning the Prime 
Minister about cash-fowjuastionsand sex-scandal 
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*1 i V THE INDEFEVDEST 

elections 


Tory blueprint for 2000 


lax breaks for families were the 
centre-piece of the Conservative 1997 
election manifesto, but tbc programme 
for a fifth Tory term showed a shift 
away from tax cuts for the better-off. 

John Major said the improved tax 
allowances for married couples cost- 
ing £ 1 . 2 bn would take priority over 
reducing the standard rate of income 
tax to 20pm the pound, and past Tory 
i pledges to abolish inheritance tax and 
' capital gains tax were watered down. 

“Our aim is to spread opportuni- 
1 ty for all to succeed, whoever they 
are and wherever they come from, 
provided they are prepared to work 
hard, lb turn the ‘have note' into the 
‘haves’. 7b support the family in pro- 
viding security and stability," Mr Ma- 
jor wrote in the foreword to the 
manifesto. 

The Economy 

The manifesto says the Conservatives 
are the only party that can cut tax- 
es because they are the only party 
which is serious about controlling 
public spending. 

They make five key commitments: 

“Over the next Parliament, we win 
achieve our goal for the Government 
to spend less than 40 per cent of our 
national income. 

“Our aim is to ensure Britain 
keeps the lowest tax burden of any 
major European economy. 

“Over the next Parliament, our 
aim will be to achieve our target of 
a 20p basic rate of income tax, while 
maintaining a m aximum tax rate of 
no more than 40p. 

“During the next Parliament, we 
will maintain an inflation target of 
2 J per cent or less. 

“We will continue to reduce the 
burden of capital gains tax and in- 
heritance tax as it is prudent to do 
so.” 

The Prime Minister had told the 
Tbiy Central Council in Harrogate 
on 30 March last year that inheri- 
tance tax was to go: “1 want to cut 
and when possible, abolish inheri- 
tance tax. Labour wince when I say 
that” But there was no mention of 
this in the manifesto. 

TTie Family 

The manifesto gives a commitment to 
give priority to “future reductions in 
personal taxation that help familie s 
looking after dependent children or 
relatives by allowing one partner's un- 
used personal allowance to be trans- 
ferred to a working spouse where they 
have these responsibilities." 

Mr Major said it would “probably” 
be achieved in the second year of a 
Tory government. 

Who will benefit? -around 2 mil- 
lion one-taxpayer couples with de- 
pendent children, or dependant 
elderly relatives and others needing 
care, would gain up to £17.50 a week 
- around £900 a year. The manifesto 
does not make it clear, but couples 
have to be married to qualify. 

How would it work? At the mo- 

work in ordeTto look after chfldiren 
or dependent relatives, they not only 
give up earnings but may also be un- 
able to benefit from their personal tax 
allowances. In future, a housewife or 
husband looking after a child quali- 
fying for child benefit or caring for an 
infirm relative, would be able to put 
their personal tax allowance against 
the tax of the family 

The Elderly 

In the first session of the next 
Parliament, the Conservatives would 
implement the partnership scheme 
for long term care for the elderly, 
making it easier for people to pay us- 
ing private insurance schemes with- 
out giving up their lifetime savings. 

Children 

The Children Act would be moni- 
tored and changed if necessary to en- 
sure it maintained a proper balance 
between Lhc rights of children and 
responsibilities of adults. Legislation 
would remove unnecessary barriers 
to adoption. New guidance would be 
issued to ensure social workers 
“properly reflect the values of the 
m mm unity ... Social workers work- 
ing with children will receive special 
training to cope with the often 
heart-rending cases they face.” 

A new regulatory framework 
would apply the same standards in 
the private and the public childcare 
sectors. 

{jobs and technology 

Projea Work, a scheme similar to the 
[American “workfare” system, is-to 
be expanded. The stated aim is to 
help 100,000 people who have been 
unemployed for more than two 
years to find work: those do not find 
jobs are required to work for a spe- 
cific period on a community project 
An innovative “Britain works” 
scheme will be developed using the 
private and voluntary sectors with the 
aim of getting people off welfare and 
into work. 

The Millennium Lottery Fund 
will be used to pay for computer fa- 
cilities and information links avail- 
able in schools, libraries, museums, 
voluntary organisations and village 
halls after the turn of the century, 
when its current purpose ends. 

Red tape and small 
businesses 

'Sunset” requirements would ensure 
hat regulations died automatically 
mless renewed. Hie small compa- 
res' rate of corporation tax will be 
■*ut in line with personal taxation. 

“In the next PariiametU, we will re- 
bnn business rates to reduce the cost 
hat falls upon small businesses.” 


flee wouW provide a full parcel ser- 
vice at an economical cost 

Plans would also be brought for- 
ward to privatise the London Un- 
derground. The proceeds from this 
would be recycled to modernise the 
network Within five years, but farcin- 
creases wbuM be pegged at the lev- 
el of inflation for at (east four yeats. 

Competition would also be ex- 
tended for domestic gas users and 
would be introduced into foe water 
industry, . _ • 

Strikes '■ 

Industrial action which has a dis- 


A Competition Bill wfli be intro- 
duced in the first session of the next 
Parliament to give companies greater 
protection against price firing , dump- 
ing, and other restrictive practices by 
larger competitors. 

Pensions 

The state pension will be protected 
against price rises, though h will not 
rise in line with average earnings. But 
ihe emphasis is on self provision 
through private pension schemes, in- 
cluding the conversion in the next 
century of state pensions. 

Pensions Plus, a scheme an- 
nounced by Peter Lilley, the Secre- 
tary of State for Soda] Security, will 
provide all young people entering the 
workforce with a persona] pension 
fund paid for through a rebate on 
their national insurance contribu- 
tions. 

_ At retirement they would be en- 
titled to the full pension earned by 
this accumulated investment. They 
wM be guaranteed a pension at 
least equivalent to the state pension 
- plus inflation - possibly amount- 


ing to £175 a week, although no 
figure is given. 

Social Security 

Benefits will be targeted more at 
those in need. However, plans to tax 
or means-test child benefit have 
been dropped. The manifesto states 
that child benefit and family credit 
will be protected against inflation as 
part of a “family benefits guarantee”. 

A new Benefit Fraud Inspectorate 
will police the councils who provide 
housing benefit. There will be more 
home visits to crack down on cheats. 

Single Parents 

The Parent Plus scheme, which helps 
lone parents to find work, could be 
extended from pilots if it is successr 
fuL . 

Europe and the single 
currency 

The manifesto states: “In an uncer- 
tain, competitive world the nation 
state is a rock of security. We should 


be in Europe, but not run by Europe. 
A British Conservative government 
will not allow Britain to be part of a 
federal European state.” 

No changes to the Treaty of Rome 
would be accepted which would fur- 
ther centralise decision-making, or 
remove Britain's right to permanent 
opt-outs. Britain would retain its veto 
and oppose the extension of quali- 
fied majority voting. The rights of na- 
tional pari laments would be 
defended. Frontier controls would be 
maintained, and any attempt to ex- 
tend the concept of European citi- 
zenship would not be accepted. 

On the single currency, the man- 
ifesto states: “We believe it is in our 
national interest to keep our options 
open to take a decision on a single 
currency when all the facts are be- 
fore us. If a single currency is creat- 
ed, without suitable convergence, a 
British government will not be part 
ofiL” 

Education 

Under a new “Education Guarantee,” 
there would be national targets for 


school performance. Each school 
would have to draw up improvement 


taken against those schools which firiL 
lest results at seven. 11 and 14 
would be published and every child 
would be assessed at five. There 
would also be a new test for 14 year- - 
olds. 

Education authorities would be 


would take pupil performance Into 
account. . 

Local -authorities would be re- 
quired to delegare more of their bud- 
gets to schools, and those which have 
not opted out would be known as lo- 
cafly-maintained schools. 

By 2JJ00, onem five schoolswould 
specialise in technology, arts, lan- 
guages or sport. AH schools would 
be able to select some of their 

pupils, and where parents wanted it, 
there would be a grammar school in 
every town. 

- All students between the age of 14 
and 21 would receive vouchers for. 
training or for education up to A- 
Level standard. 


Health and the NHS 

Resources for the NHS would be in- 
creased year-on-year as the econo- 
my grows. More information would 
be published on how successfully hos- 
pitals treated patients, and family 
doctors would tx: able to offer a wider 
range of services. The number of 
nurses working in GP practices 
would continue to grow, as would the 
number of GPS and nurses allowed 
to prescribe a wide range of drugs. 

No long-stay mental hospitals 
would be dosed unless there were ad- 
equate care facilities in the com- 
munity, and there would be an 
increase of investment for the whole 
health service as the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative unleashed a new flow 
of investment. 

Privatisation, 

Private capital, and management 
skills would be introduced to the Roy> 
al Mail % but its identity and 
characteristics would be preserved. 
Parcelforce would be transferred to 
the private sector, but every Post Of- 


oxampie by disrupting, an essential 
service, would no longer have legal 
immunity. Employers and members 
of the public would be able to seek 
injunctions to prevent it Strike ac- 
tion would have to be approved by 
a majority of union membesrs eligi- 
ble to vote and repeal ballots must 
be bekl ff negotiations are extended. 

Transport 

The privatisation of British Rail 
would be completed, and any surplus 
after the Thbe network haa been, 
modernised would be invested in 
transport in London and elsewhere. 
Regicni&lairporfawouki be encour- 
aged to offer direct servioes to the 
rest of the world. ... 

Law and Order 

New measures to cut crime w ould m - 
dude the installation of lOyOQO OCTV 
cameras in town centres in the next 
threeyearaii with the backfegaf£75m 
of public money. A vohmtsky identi- 
ty card scheme would bo based oa a 
* new photographic driving fa nca. 

The courts would be abb: tom- 
pose Parental Control Ordera on 
people who fail to keep their dtfldren 
under control and would be rifle to 
order reparation to the victims of 
young criminals. Young offenders 
over 16 may be monitored through 
. electronic curfews. 

In rape cases and others where vic- 
tors are partiailmtyvubierabte,t^ 
judge would be able to stop a de- 
fendant from personally questioning 
them in the witness box. 

A national crime squad would be 
set up and legal aid would be 
changed so that it functions within 
defined cash limits. 

Housing 

Ibn&nts would be encouraged to 
transfer their homes to new landlords 

inrfiiriing honying ftjgnriafif HK, rate- 

mg some £25bn of new private in- 
vestment. Through this method, 
more than half the remaining pub- 
lic housing would be handed over 
and some of the worst housing es- 
tates would be improved. 

Public landlords would be forced 
to sell houses empty without good 
reason for more than a year. More 
.new homes would be built on re- 
claimed sites in towns. 

The Rough Sleeper Initiative for 
die homeless would be extended, and 
hostel places would be provided so 
that no-one need sleep out on the 
streets. 

Agriculture and animals 

Reform of rabies controls would be 
considered in a green paper Mea- 
sures to stop quota-hopping would 
be negotiated, and Britain would 
press the European commission to 
set up regional committees for 
fishermen. 

Sport and culture 


Lottery money would be used to train 
yotmg athletes and artists, and there 
wfl] be revenue funding for bursaries, 
concessionary tickets to profession- 
al performances and support for 
young people's organisations. 

Defence 

There is no need for a defence re- 
view, which would “raise fear and un- 
certainty about the future." The 
services would continue to have the 
modem weapons they need, and re- 
sources would be targeted at 
recruitment. 

• An Army Foundation College 
would be set up for 1300 16 and 17 
year-olds who want to join. ' 

The Constitution 

There is no case for radical reform 
of the House of Commons, fora Bill 
of Rights or for changes in the vot- 
ing system. However, Parliament 
would be given more time to consider 
legislation through a reform of the 
Queen’s Speech to govern provi- 
sional plans for the following year. 

The Union 

The union between England, Scot- 
land- Wales and Northern Ireland un- 
derpins the nation’s stability and 
should not be disturbed. However, 
me Conservatives have gone further 
in recognising the diversity of the na- 
tions and have published separate 
manifestos for Wales and Scotland. 


Northern Ireland 

LaaDjfacronntat^deiiMCiai^ most - 
be achieved in the Province, and ne- 
gotiation will continue with all tire 
democratic parties. However, airy 
cuntjr measures which are required 
to protect people from violence wffi 
be taken. M We will never be swayed 
by terrorist violence nor will we ever 
compromise quit principles with- 
those who seek to overthrow the role 
of law by force." 


• +, 
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Manifesto analysis: The Tory Party pledge to cut taxes and raise spending does not add up 


tax bombshell 


m 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The Conservative Party is fight- 
ing back against new Labour’s 
manoeuvres to outflank it on the 
aU- important issue of the econ- 
omy. Yesterday’s manifesto is a 
kind of back-handed compli- 
ment to Gordon Brown for the 
credibility he has established as 
the would-be Iron Chancellor. 
Its message to the voters is that 
there really is a difference be- 
tween the two main parties 
over how they would manage 
the economy. 

The document paints a con- 
trast between a free-market, 
small government, entrepre- 
neurial Tory Britain, and an 
over-regulated Labour Britain 
operating under the yoke of the 
Social Chapter and minimum 
wage. It promised tax cols, get- 
ting the Government off the 
backs of the people. 

But the lories have to answer 
the same question they tradi- 
tionally put to Labour politicians: 
how will you pay for it? The 
specifics in the manifesto cost 
money, how to find those billions 
is couched in generalities. 

The three centrepiece tax 
proposals are the plan for mar- 
ried people looking after chil- 
dren to rransfer their tax 
allowance to a working spouse, 
the target of a 20p basic rate of 
income lax. and a pledge to re- 
duce the burden of capital gains 
and inheritance tax when pos- 
sible. The first will cost about 
£l-5bn according to the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies. A 3p reduc- 
tion in the basic rate of tax 
would cost nearly £6bn. And 
CGT and inheritance tax to- 
gether raise £4_5bn a year. 

The Government is not 
promising to reduce taxes by 
£I2bn in one fell swoop if rtwins- 
the election - perish the 


thought that h could be so ir- 
responsible. 

So when would it be afford- 
able? The trouble with the 
manifesto promises is «ha« the 
Government has already done 
the most it thought possible in 
terms of reducing tax_m the 
Budget only four months ago. 

The plans set out at the end 
of November fbrsee tax rising as 
a share of national income in or- 
der to plug the gaping hole in 
the public finances, lough ex- 
penditure limits are predicted to 
bring spending down as a share 
of national income. The plane 
were based on an already opti- 
mistic forecast for economic 
growth. Nothing has changed 
the arithmetic smee then. 

It is a matter of logic to fig- 
ure out the possibilities for fur- 
ther tax cuts. The obvious one 
would be to increase other tax- 
es. Kenneth Clarke and Mr 
Major when asked yesterday 
were careful not to rule out in- 
creases in VAT The ghost of 
Geoffrey Howe’s 1979 Budget 
hovers- a pre-election promise 
not to raise VAT was followed 
by its near-doubling a few weeks 
after polling day. 

Another possibility would be 
to finance lower taxes by further 
reductions in public spending. 
But if the Conservatives saw 
they were planning this they 
would meet with incredulity 
amongst independent experts. 
Economists to a person — and 
that includes the private opin- 
ion of Treasury officials -think 
it win be extremely difficulty to 
hit the existing targets. 

Besides, the manifesto also 
promises higher spending on 
hnsp ffak, srhpp fr and the poKre- 
That will have to be funded by 
reducing the social security 
hudget-falsetydainiedbyihe' ■ 
mariaesto : to betaking a de- 

rhning gtrarp nf Tiatww al Tnmme 
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Its share has actually been 
rising steadily. . 

That leaves only two other 
.options. Assume the economy 
will start to perform much bet- 
ter so tax revenues grow natu- 
rally - which would be a 
complete fudge. Or abandon 
the pledge of fecal re sponsibility 
and let borrowing take the 
strain - the most Hkely outcome 
in practice, perhaps, but least at- 
tractive in terms of rhetoric. 

So the Government has not 
told us bow it would pay for the 
tax cuts and bits and pieces of 
higher ^pending dangled mani- 
festo. It san aitgain. norain set 
of proposals, and as such not a 
genuine economic programme. 

. But one area of genuine dif- 
ference between the Conserv- 
atives and Labour over the 
economy does emerge very 
clearly in the absence from the 
manifesto of any discussion of 
income inequality or what Con- 
tinental Europeans would call 
wiai exclusion. 

It daims that the pcssbslity far 
married couples to transfer their ‘ 
tax allowance would “provide a 
targeted reduction in the tax tall 
to families who need it most.” 

Not according to the IFS. 
whose researcher Paul Johnson . 
said yesterday; “This wiU .not 
help families at the bottom of 
the Income distribution.” And 
il will certainly not help single 
parents. It rewards a narrow 
gronp of people not facing 
particular hardship. 

It will also sharply reduce the 
incentive for middle-dass wives 
to take paid work. The tax 
treatment of second earners, 
inainty women, wiD revert to the 
prc-Second World Wir position 
- a real backward step far a gov- 
ernment which daims to have 
created a dynamic economy 
with hxjre workmg women t han 
any other country in Europe. 






Family affair Lisa Bates with her daughter Jennifer - tax proposal is welcome but not enough to earn her vote Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 

Taxman’s boost for family fortunes 


Marti Rowe 

Lisa Bates takes her three- 
year-old daughter Jennifer to a 


a cost of £5 a day this means she 
has already spent more than her 
weekly family allowance of 
£10.10 before counting the oth- 
er expenses of bringing up a 
young child. 

In theory, John Major’s pro- 
posal to transfer Mis Bales’s un- 
used tax allowance of around 
£17 a week to her husband. 
Ride, should be welcome in- 
their household. 

“It is certainly better than 
nothing and will probably help 
up to a point," said Mrs Bates. 

“Apart from the playgroup, 

I spend another £25 a week 
on clothes and food for Jen- 
nifer.” . 

Mis Bates, 27,' gave up work 
as a legal executive for West- 
minster Council in London 
three years ago when Jennifer 


[ | Under the proposed Married Couples' Allowance, the employed partner of a non-em- 
! ployed carer would receive double the normal posonal allowance (£8090 rather than 
I £4045). The carer’s personal allowance is hi effect added onto the earner's own. 

I The bask: rate of income' tax (23 per cent), which would in previous years have been 
j levied on the second £4045 earned by the breadwinner, would no longer be paid under the 
1 policy. So the Government would subskfise carers’ partners who earn £8090 or more, to the 1 
i tune of £930 per yeac 

| If the carer Is earning enough to pay income tax (that is. more than his or her personal al- i 
lowance), be or she does not qualify for the Married Couples' Allowance. If the carer earns 
some money; but not enough to be taxed, the amount he or she earns is deducted from the '■ 
personal allowance figure to be added onto the earner's personal allowance. 

I Approximately 1.B milBon couples, or 6.9 per cent of the 26 million taxpayers in the UK, 
are in the position where one married partner cares for children and foe other works. The al- > 
lowance appHes to those caring for the disabled, as well as to those caring for children. j 

| The Conservatives estimated the cost of snplemenljng the policy at £1.2bn yesterday, 1 
Labour at up to £5bn. Replying to questions from Denis Macshane on 1 1 March, Michael > 
Jack, Financial Secretary to foe Treasury; said: "The estimated foil year cost at 1997-98 in- ; 
come levels of allowing couples to transfer their unused personal allowance to their spouse j 
is estimated to be £3A billion.”. 

- • ■ ■ • ' : Compiled by Ben Summers j 

was bom. Her husband, 33, expense is a mortgage for their month for other expenses. An 
earns £20,500 as a purchasing home in Harrow, Middlesex, extra £68 a month amounts to 
officer for the Medical Re- which costs them £537 a month a increase in the region of 10 per 
search Council. Their major - leaving them about £600 a cenL 


Unfortunately for the Con- 
servatives. the Prime Minis- 
ter’s plan will not secure him the 
Bates's voles on 1 May. 

“We vole Liberal Democrat 
and this is not enough to change 
our minds." said Mrs Bates. 
“The Tories have done enough 
damage. ’ 

“1 don't think we’d really no- 
tice any benefit Transferring the 
tax alkiwancc will just appear as 
a tiny rise in Rick's pay slip. It 
will just gel swallowed up in all 
the hills." 

Mrs Bates would be more im- 
pressed if the tax break was in- 
stead incorporated into child 
benefit. 

“I would rather they in- 
creased the family allowance 
which is just not enough." she 
said 

“It would make me feel a bit 
more independent and 1 could 
look at a real figure which 
could be spent on Jennifer. 

“After all, it is mv allowance." 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

After 18 years in power the 
Conservatives are ready to of- 
fer parents a guarantee of ed- 
ucational standards. 

It is a bold decision, partic- 
ularly as the best-known guar- 
antee in the educational world 
is offered by a Labour-run lo- 
cal authority - Birmingham. 
Perhaps it is also a sign that, 00 
a growing number of educa- 
tional issues — school targets, 
bad teachers, bad schools and 
bad local authorities - the two 
main parties are as one. 

The Birmingham guarantee, 
however, is different. It does in- 
volve agreeing targets for 
schools but the authority 
promises adequate funding in 
return. There is no hint that any 
of the Conservatives’ education 
proposals will cost money, 
though more tests and league 

tables undoubtedly wilL 


From teachers there was re- 
lief that the mauafeflo contains 
no new shocks. That is a victo- 
ry for Gillian Shephard, Secre- 
tary of Stale for Education, who 
has fought off demands from 
her right wing for compulsory 
opting out for all secondary 
schools, and even the abolition 
of local education authorities. 

Of course, if the proposed 
changes to schools actually hap- 
pened, the educational land- 
scape would be transformed. 
Every town would have a gram- 
mar school if parents wauled 
one. A fifth of the 4,500 Sec- 
ondary schools would have be- 
come specialist schools for arts, 
technology, modem languages 
or sport -900 instead of the pre- 
sent 231. All schools would be- 
come more like church schools 
with control over their own ad- 
missions policies and, possibly, 
their own assets. 

But most of it won’t happen 
because the cornerstone of 
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these proposals is parental 
choice, and parents wiD not 
choose in the way the Conser- 
vatives expect Grant-main- 
tained schools which have beat 
at the heart of the party’s pol- 
icy since 1988 have not proved 
popular: there are just over 
1,000 out of 24,000 schools. 

Plans for new grammar 
schools are tmfikely to fere 
much better as recent polls 
show that suppor t for them is 
waning among, parents. The 
popularity of specialist schools 
b, as yet, unknown but it is ques- 
tionable whether many parents 
will be convinced that children 
asyoungas 11 should bechan- 
neOed by aptitude. 

For teachers, the most con- 
troversial suggestion is that 
their performance should be as- 
sessed by their pupils' exam and 
test results. Payment by results 
was tried, briefly, at the end of 
the last centuiy; far most of the 
time since, it has been ridiculed. 



LAW AND ORDER 


Focus on control 
and punishment 


Councils win be encouraged to continue offloading homes 

HOUSING 


sSsSSs Council switch 

atury: far most of the 

set to continue 


Patri cia Wynn Davies 

Legal affairs Editor 

The law and order programme 
of a future Conservative gov- 
ernment would build on the 
existing theme of more pun- 
ishment, more prisons, more 
surveillance and “zero toler- 
ance" of petty crime. 

Voluntary identity cards, 
closed circuit television, elec- 
tronic tagging and minimum jail 
sentences are the key planks 
that would allow people to 
“deep safely in their homes and 
walk safely on the streets", the 
manifesto says. 

Penal experts were sceptical, 
deriding the pledges as election 
soundbites that were unlikely to 
reduce crime. 

While the manifesto covers 
much already well-trodden 
ground, there are four pro- 
posed initiatives (hat can be 
classed as new, or as develop- 
ments on existing thinking. 


A Tory government would 
go ahead with a proposal to give 
judges the power to stop defen- 
dants from personally cross-ex- 
amining alleged rape victims or 
other victims deemed vulnera- 
ble. It would also bring forward 
measures lo modernise the sys- 
tems for dealing with City fraud. 

The section on tackiing ju- 
venile crime promises lo make 
the probation service, rather 
than social services, responsible 
for enforcing community pun- 
ishment for under- 16s. 

The manifesto includes a 
pledge to extend electronically 
monitored curfew orders na- 
tionwide for offenders aged J 6 
and over- despite Home Office 
research showing that a quar- 
ter of the young criminals filled 
with electronic tags in pilot 
schemes breached their orders. 

Over the next Parliament 
£75m would be provided lo 
continue extending CCTV to 
town centres and housing es- 
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tates, and for the introduction 
of voluntary identity cards. 

A future Tbry government 
would restore those parts of the 
minimum sentencing legisla- 
tion toned down by the opposi- 
tion parties and would legislate 
on Green Paper plans lo foTce 
young offenders to make repa- 
ration to their victims, and im- 
pose control orders, backed by 
sanctions, on parents who refuse 
lo supervise their offspring. 

There would he a further 
8.500 prison places by the year 
201X1. and the legal aid scheme 
for civil and criminal cases 
would become cash-limited. 

Paul Cavadino. chairman of 
the Penal Affairs Consortium, 
said; "The public would be bet- 
ter protected if instead of in- 
creasing (he use of prison and 
tagging, the same resources 
were used to strengthen proba- 
tion programmes and to pro- 
duce mure rehabilitative prison 
regimes." 


Year-on-year pledge to 
raise spending on NHS 


Anna bel FciVriitan 

The manifesto recipe for the 
NHS is a careful mneture of ba- 
sic populist ingredients- more 
money, more doctors, more 
nurses, more health -topped off 
with some ideological Kang, m 
the shape of more hospital 
league tables and more private 
investment in capital schemes. 

The party does not quantity 
its promise to increase spend- 
inc. it just says it will increase 
resources “in real terms” year 
on year. It docs spedty, how- 
ever. that the intake of students 
mto medical schools wfll go up 
• to 5.000 by theyear 2000 (it nw 
stands at 4,740) and the num- 
ber of nurses qu^tyfogeach 
year will increase tty 2^00. 

The Conservatives, claimed 
. that spending on the health ser- 
vice had been increased smee 
1979 by nearly 75 per cent 


more than inflation to almost 
£43bn, and boasted that the 
number of patients being treat- 
ed had risen from 5.1 million in 
1979 to 9.2 minion today. Such 
daims, however, take little ac- 
count of the fact that the 
method by which such numbers 
are collected has been changed 
several times during the inter- 
vening years and that numbers 
were already rising before Mar- 
garet Thatcher came to power. 

The manifesto shows sensi- 
tivity to two criticisms- that the 
number of bureaucrats has in- 
creased at the expense of front- 
line staff and that the closure of 
many mental hospitals has led 
to vulnerable people being re- 
leased into -inadequate com- 
munitycare. It counters the ftst. 

. . . ■ . A. rann\r' 


front-line staff (no comparison 
is made for 1979, however), and 


the second, ly promising: “We 
will not close any long-stay 
mental hospitals unless it can be 
shown that adequate care ser- 
vices exist in the community”. 

The promise to promote the 
Private Finance Initiative 
“which will unleash a new flow 
of investment funds into the 
modernisation of the NHS”, 
would carry 'more weight if the 
Government had managed to 
get aity substantial schemes un- 
der way before the election 
' was called. At present, three PFI 
hospital projects - in Norfolk, 
Kent, and B uckmfih anishire — 

are in lnnbo because bankers in- 
vesting in the schemes recent- 
ly became worried that hospital 
trusts did not have the right to 
'enter into such deals with the 
private sector. A new govern- 
ment will have to introduce leg- 
islation to clarify the legal 
powers of all hospital trusts. 


raevKMas denoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The Conservatives plan to con- 
tinue slashing the number of 
council homes, with the aim of 
encooraging more than half 
tht» n -maTnmg council tenants to 
transfer their homes lo new 
non-profitmaking landlords. 

The transfers have been go- 
ing on for nearly 10 years with 
housing associations (along over 
council homes along with their 
tenants. But so far only 240,000 
homes have been transferred in 
England. 

The manifesto target of more 
than half implies at least L7 mil- 
lion more council homes being 
transferred.^ The housing moved 
out of local authority control to 
date has been easier to shift, be- 
cause it has mostly been in 
suburban locations rather than 
in decaying inner cities. 

“Transferring half may be 
achievable in the long term, but 
I doubt it could be done with- 
in lOyears,” said John Feny, di- 
rector of policy at foe Chartered 
Institute of Housing. 

Transfers, which have to be 
voted for by foe tenants before 


they can go ahead, are now seen 
byJboth Conservative and much 
of Labour as the key way of get- 
ting private finance to nmd the 
extensive repoics and renovatioa 
thousands of run-down council 
estates need. The backlog is put 
at about £20bn. 

As part of the public sector, 
councils are under strict spend- 
ing controls and are denied 
these funds. But once trans- 
ferred to not-for-profit organ- 
isations, such as housing 
associations and the new Local 
Housing Companies, money 
can be borrowed from the pri- 
vate sector. 

The estates usually have 
some asset value against which 
to raise the loan, which can be 
paid back with the tenants' 
rents - although these are in- 
creasingly state financed 
through housing benefit 

Housing experts said the 
question raised was how much 
state-funded collateral would be 
needed to persuade the private 
sector to invest in improving the 
worst of inner city estates which 
have a negative asset value - and 
whether this government mon- 
ey would be forthcoming. 


Echoes of Thatcher as 
Major takes hard line 


Anthony Bevins 

Ftriitical Editor 

The intransigent line to be tak- 
en by the Conservatives on Eu- 
rope was Olustraled by the 
Prune Minister yesterday when 
he echoed the “no, no. no" line 
taken by Margaret Thatcher in 
1990. 

John Major said that within 
six weeks of foe election, an 
Amsterdam summit would be 
held on the future direction of 
the European Union, and one 
of two party leaders would be 
there to represent the British 
people. “Either it will be me. 
and 1 will say ‘no’ to the re- 
trenchment of foe veto, ’no' to 
the social chapter, ‘no’ to the 
employment rfiapier, and *no' 
to the policies that would dam- 
age this country. Or it will be a 
Labourprime minister who has 
already indicated that Ik win say 


tycs’ to all these things and he 
would not be isolated in Europe. 

“But l just have to say to you 
and to him. if he is not prepared 
to be isolated in Europe, then 
he cannot represent the British 
interest in Europe." 

The manifesto section on 
Europe begins: “We believe 
that in an uncertain, competitive 
world, foe nation state is a rock 
of security „ Nationhood [gives 
people a sense of belonging." 

It is beyond doubt that a Ibiy 
prime minister would resist any 
farther changes towards cen- 
tralised decision-making in 
Brussels, reducing sovereignty, 
or removing the right to farther 
British opt-outs. But the man- 
ifesto repeats that Mr Major 
would go much further than that 
al the Amsterdam summit, with 
a demand for a repatriation of 
rights that have been eroded 
since the Maastricht Treaty. 


Not only would there be re- 
sistance to any threat in British 
frontier controls, or the exten- 
sion of European citizenship, but 
a Tory government would "in- 
sist that any new treaty recog- 
nises that our opt-out from the 
social chapter enables Britain to 
be excmpl from the working 
time directive, and prevents any 
abuse of our opt-out". 

As for the single currency, the 
manifesto repeals the Cabinet 
line agreed on 23 January that 
it is unlikely to go ahead, hut that 
if it does, and is fudged, then 
Britain will not be pan of it, and 
wiD argue for delay beyond Jan- 
uary’ IW. However, in the un- 
likely circumstances of Tory 
agreement to join the currency, 
there would be a guarantee 
“foal no such decision would be 
implemented unless the British 
people gave their express ap- 
proval in a referendum". 



ft 



Lib-Dems take stand on women’s rights 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Rights to make it easier for 
women to take violent hits' 
bands to court, and to receive 
sidle pensions even if they have 
not worked, will form a key 
pun of the Liberal Democrat 
manifesto. 

The party is aiming to pro- 
mote itself as the true home of 
sexual equality with an appeal 


to women voters today Grom 
Baroness (Shirley) Williams 
and with a full chapter devot- 
ed to their concerns tomorrow 
in its manifesto. 

With women making up the 
majority of floating voters. 
Liberal Democrats hope their 
emphasiswiH win them sup poTt. 
The party believes there is 
still a long way to go before 
British women have equal op- 
portunities. 


Among the promises in the 
manifesto for the first Parlia- 
ment of a Liberal Democrat 
government is a pledge to 
strengthen rivfl law remedies for 
victims of domestic violence. 
This would mean clearer rules 
on the granting of protection or- 
ders, injunctions and rights of 
occupancy for women in the 
family home. The party would 
also improve the provision of 
refuge places for victims of vi- 


olence, and would aim to im- 
prove the treatment of rape vic- 
tims in the courts. They would 
be given progress reports on 
their cases, allowed separate 
waiting rooms from defendants 
in courts, and if their attackers 
are convicted they would be told 
their release dates from prison. 

Over time, the party would 
like to replace the contributo- 
ry state pension scheme which 
can leave women with only ba- 


sic pensions if they have taken 
long career breaks. Instead, it 
would base the entitlement to 
a full pension on citizenship and 
residence in the United King- 
dom. like the other parties, the 
Liberal Democrats want 
women to benefit from the 
splitting of their husbands* pen- 
sions cm divorce. 

The party also wants to work 
to extend employment and pen- 
sion rights to nart-rime em- 


ployees, many of whom are . 
women. It also plans tougher- 
obligations cm employers lo es- 
tablish equal opportunities pxo- 



: of equal value. 

. Targets for the number of 
■ women in public life will also be 
promoted in the manifesto. It 
will promise that within a 
decade, at least a third of ail 
neoole on mibtic bodies would 


be women. The procedunsand 
facilities of the House of Com- 
mons would be reformed to 
make them more accommo- 
dating to women and families. 

Baroness WiBiams, who is to- - 
■play a major role in the party’s 
election campaign, will set out 
its to women voters today 

although the detaff will be in the 
manifes to - She will argue that 


women. Education, the health 
service, child can:, crime pre- 
vention. a carer's charier and a 
better public transport infra- 
structure are all things that 
ihev care about, she will argue.. 

A party- spokeswoman said: 
"As far as the Tories are con- 
cerned women are just half of 
a married couple. There is no 
f tfifti-iiiiv of imnort uni- 
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Prescott 


express 
runs into 


a 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A presidential-style symbol is to 
be deployed by John Prescott to 
stamp his personal appeal on 
trains, helicopters and his cam- 
paign battle bus. 

The deputy leader of the 
Labour Party, who has been as- 
sured by Tony Blair that he will 
be appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister, if Labour wins the 
e lection, is planning to take the 
stick-on "Prescon Express” seal 
wherever he goes, in his coast- 
to-cuast tour of Britain. 

The PrescoU roadshow 
pulled into Redditch last night 
for a pop concert to make 
Labours campaign go with a 
swing. Earlier, his campaign 
bus stopped at Uttoxeter, in the 
Conservative-held key margin- 
al constituency of Burton where 
Labour needs a swing of 3 j 5 per 
cent to win the seat. 

Mr Prescott, who has a cam- 
paigning role on the BS E-crisis, 
criticised the Conservatives’ 
handling of the mad cow dis- 
ease. He said BSE was an 
example of one of the Tories' 
manv "policies of failure". 

farmer Ian Holmes, 58. 
who runs a farm in Shropshire, 
told Mr Prescott that interest 
rates were sky high when 
Labour was Iasi in power and 
asked why he should trust the 
party this time. Mr Prescott 
replied: "We will deliver on 


spot 01 
bother 

health, education and jobs for 
our young people and X will 
come back here in five years' 
rim e and meet you if we haven’t 
delivered on most things." 

Labour's candidate, Janet 
Dean, a 48-year-old mother-of- 
two, said many voters had told 
her they planned to switch from 
Conservative to Labour on 1 
May. Graham Morrell, 34, an 
unemployed maintenance fitter 
from Uuoxeter, said: “I voted 
Tory last time round, but I have 
had enough. 1 have four chil- 
dren to look after and I am sick 
and tired of false promises 
from the Conservatives. Last 
time they said they would cut 
taxes and give everyone a bet- 
ter standard of living. Their 
claims that there is an economic 
boom are laughable ” 

Mr Prescott’s battle bus 
arrived at Birmingham s Vic- 
toria Square with D-Ream’s 
hit singje “Things Can Only Get 
Better” booming out 

However, he ran into trou- 
ble after a rapturous welcome 
when he lifted up five-year-old 
Laura Blakemore. 

The girl’s father, Steve Blake- 
more, a 35-year-old toolmaker, 
from jRushail, WhlsalL grabbed 
her back and later told 
reporters he was unhappy that 
Mr Prescott had not asked per- 
mission. 

“He could have said, 'Do you 
mind?’ 1 object to him picking 
up kids willy-nilly.” 
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If there’s an anti- 
sleaze candidate in 
this country, ft’s me" 
-John Major, 
speaking on Today 1 


“With a £26bn deficit this 
year, his plans are not cred- 
ible and will be seen for 
what they are: a desperate 
set of promises that would 
never be delivered were the 
Tories to win the election" - 
Gordon Brown 


“l was fed up at the last 
election with rattling around 
the country conferring the 
Westminster blessing on 
some unsuspecting lathe 
operator in the West Mid- 
lands” - Paddy Ashdown 

“The Prime Minister has 
called him a big chicken 
and we all think he's a big 
chicken and we want him to 
sign up and do a debate" - 
Conservative Central Office, 
which is to send a fluffy yel- 
low chicken to Labour’s 
election manifesto launch 


"We are sure we will per- 
suade Worcester Woman, 
Worcester Man, Worcester 
Young Person, Worcester 
Student and Worcester 
Pensioner to vote for us. 
They will all see the danger 
of Labour as poseurs and 
that they will be better off 
undo* the Conservatives" - 
Michael Heseltine, In 
Worcester 


“Today's Tory Party is more 
like a karaoke party. Every 
minister is singing a different 
tune on Europe arid none of 
them knows the right words" 
- Margaret Beckett. 


“Sleaze!” - shouted by a 
group of children at 
a photocall with 
Michael Howard in 
■ Folkestone 


Compiled by Sam Coates 



MEDIA WATCH 

Major complains of interview hijack 


significant shorts 


Finance chiefs see 



Humphry's: Subject had 
been difficult to call 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


John Major dashed with John 
Humphiys on the Today pro- 
gramme yesterday, accusing the 
broadcaster of "hijacking” the 
interview to talk about sleaze in 
ihe Conservative Party rather 
than the manifesto. 

Mr Humphiys said later that 
the subject for interview had 
been “difficult to call” but de- 
fended his right to pursue the 
Prime Minister on sleaze in Lhe 
Mr Major’s first interview since 
the subject hit the headlines. 

The Today programme said 
callers to the show said Mr Ma- 
jor had come across as bad tem- 
pered during the exchange 
when he said: “No, J[ohn, you 
have hijacked half of this in- 
terview already." Mr Major 
daimed the subject of sleaze was 
irrelevant to most of the pub- 
lic but declared “If there is an 
anti-sleaze candidate in this 


election, it is me.” The Prime 
Minister had been pressed, to 
say whether he thought Con- 
servative candidates tainted by 
financial or personal scandal 
should step down. “1 am. de- 
termined that Parliament will be 
above reproach. But I believe 
these matters must be dealt with 
in proper due form,” he said. 

Mr Humphiys expressed sur- 
prise that Mr Major had de- 
clared the interview (a be 
hijacked: *7t is an interesting 
question - who does an inter- 
view belong to? Is it ours, or the 
Prime Minister’s? I think it be- 
longs to the listeners.” 

“He dearly felt that sleaze 
shouldn't have been there at 
all," said Mr Humphiys, “but we 
couldn't not ask about sleaze, 
and you cannot just ask one 
question and then let them off 
the hook." 

Mr Huraphrys denied thaL 
following Mr Major’s rebuke be 
had allowed the Prime Minis- 


ter to get his own way in the 
interview. 

“You are damned or blessed 
whichever way you manage it. 
One doesn’t consciously say, 
*wefl, Tve given him a hard time 
on this, so Til ease up for the 
rest of it.’ Though you do have 
to remember that listeners don’t 
want an interview that is just 
endless bickering. 

“It was the launch of the par- 
ty manifesto and you have to 
give them a chance to talk 
about the contents of the man- 
ifesto.” 

Mr Major praised at length 
the Government’s achieve- 
ments on the economy, infla- 
tion, health and education. 
“That must be what we are ex- 
amined on in the general elec- 
tion,” he said 

The Today programme inter- 
viewed Tony Blair this morning 
as the LabourP&rty launched its 
manifesto and will interview 
Paddy Ashdown tomorrow. 



Major: Listeners do not 
want interview of bickering 


All change likely at pleasure beach 


AROUND THE REGIONS 


■ ^LANCASHIRE • TV J 

Evening Post 


"Years ago, I would have been fright- 
ened lo vote Labour as a businessman, 
but they definitely seem to have changed 
and are more friendly towards people 
running businesses - and they have got 
a good front man.” Terry Gornail from 
die Ribble Vhlley Service Centre is typ- 
ical of the swing to Labour in Lancashire. 

But could a landslide happen here? 
A poll of 500 of our readers showed 
Labour well ahead in Lancashire, with 
48 per cent saying they would vote 
Labour compared with 35 per cent in 
1992. The Conservatives drew 18 per 
cent, down from 28 per cent, and the 
Liberal Democrats 12 per cent, un- 
changed. No journalist would bet his 
mortgage on a poll but it appears a true 
barometer of current local attitudes. 

Helen Fletcher, 29, a director's sec- 
retary. voted Tory in 1992. This time die 
is not sure. “The Tories have not done 
j too much for me, although my husband 


has been successful. However, 1 think 
maybe it is time for a change. I will wait 
until the last minute before making up 
my mind." 

Mrs Fletcher lives in the South Kib- 
ble constituency of Robert Atkins, the 
former sports minister, cricket buff 
and boating friend of the Prime Min- 
ister, whose IS percent majority would 
be wiped out by the sort of swing we saw 
across the wafer in Lhe Winal South by- 
election in Fcbruaiy. 

The most winnablc seat for Labour 
is Blackpool South, where sailing en- 
thusiast Richard Booth is all at sea de- 
fending a 0.6 per cent Tory majority. 


'With his roots firmly in rival Yorkshire 
and his seat eighth on the Labour hit 
list, Mr Booth looks set to spend more 
time helping the family businesses, 
which include fabric care and garment 
finishing (and perhaps a campaign suit 
of armour to measure). 

No wonder incumbent Nick Hawkins 
hopped it to the safe seat of Surrey 
Heath. Labour has never won a seat in 
Blackpool - ibe proletariat is obvious- 
ly made up of day-trippers. But this time 
they could win both of them. 

The scat to watch, though, is Chor- 
Icy, where Tory MP Den Dover is de- 
fending a 4 per cent majority. Fbr the 


last 30 years, Charley has been won by 
the party which won the general elec- 
tion. New Labour’s wealhervane can- 
didate is Lindsay Hoyle, director of a 
printing company. 

As for the Lib Dems, a 3 per cent 
swing to them would recapture South- 
port, which they lost in 1992. They arc 
much less likely to win. bade Ribblc Val- 
ley, surprisingly won in a 1991 by-elco- 
tion but tost in 1992 to Tory NigeJ Evans. 

The only crumb of comfort for local 
Tbriesis that sleaze is not an issue here. 
As we reported: “Lancashire Tbrics were 
today cock-a-hoop that all their forth- 
coming election candidates appear 
deadly dull-” But the most interesting 
finding in our poll was that 46 per cam 
did not trust any of the three main par- 
ties. A warning there for all, perhaps? 

Nea Hodglcinson 

Editor, Lancashire Evening Post 


tax rises on horizon 

More than half of the finance chiefs at UK companies 
believe the next government should raise taxes to keep its 
manifesto promises, according to a survey published 
yesterday. 

Whoever gets into power, 58 per cent are resigned to the 
fact that the next government will almost certainly increase 
tax rates. However, just over a third of the 200 finance 
chiefs polled by Accountancy .4^’ magazine and Reed 
Accountancy Personnel opposed any rises in income tax. 

They were asked if they thought the incoming 
government would or should put taxes up to pay for 
improvements to the health service, education and law and 
order. The majority, 55 per cent, agreed that tax rises were 
worth it to pay for genuine improvements. 

Even those opposed to any rises accept they arc 
probably inevitable. Out of the 37 p* cent who do not 
want a greater slice of their salaries going to the taxman, 

. 80 per cent see it happening anyway. Only 2 per cent of 
those questioned thought tax rises were more likely under 
a Labour government than a Conservative administration. 

Actress takes on ‘police state’ 

The actress Vanessa Redgrave yesterday helped set up a 
new political party designed "to oppose the laws of a police 
state which will field oae candidate at the election. 

The Charter for Basic Rights will fight the south London 
seat of "footing on a platform of repealing a series of laws 
aflfectingthe police, terrorism, asylum-seekers and trade - 
unions: The party advocates pulling troops nut of Northern 
Ireland and releasing all political prisoners, with immediate 
unconditional all-party talks on the future ot Ulster. U aims 
to defend the democratic rights it claims have been eroded 
by the Government Ms Redgrave and her brother Conn 
have set up the party, with backing from writers Harold 
Pinter and Edward Bond. Their candidate in Tooling Jan 
Koenc, 48. a teacher, lecturer, actor and stage director. 

Chicken jibe home to roost 

Tony Blair will be pursued by a fluffy yellow chicken when 
he launches the Labour manifesto today. - 

The chicken, alias musieian/aeior Noel Flanagan. 39, has 
been sent by the Tories to pursue the Labour leader until 
he agrees to a television debate with John Major. A 
spokeswoman from Conservative Central Office said: "He 
will be following Tbny Blair around until he agrees to do a 
TV debate. The Prime Minister has railed him a big 
chicken and wc all think he’s a big chicken and wc waht 
him to sign up and do a debate." 

Poll boosts Tory odds 

The odds on the Conservatives winning most seats in the 
election shortened yesterday after an opinion poll boost for 
John Major. Ladbrokes cut the price to 4/1 from 9/2 as 
hundreds of punters put money on the Tories for the firs* 
time m months. Labour were pushed back to 1/7 from 
but still remain hot favourites. 
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Diplomatic 
dodgers 
run up big 
fine for the 
taxpayer 
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Trouble on the roads: A diplomatic car captured parked in a bus lane hi central London by a police surveillance camera 


Christopher Bellamy 

Foreign diplomats in London 
rack up unpaid parking fines 
every year of about £55,000, ac- 
cording to the Foreign Office. 
The huge figure indicates that 
London - (ike New York - 
could well deride to hit back at 
diplomats abusing their diplo- 
matic privilege to break the law. 


Embassy staff are abusing immunity rules and costing Britain dear. Christopher Bellamy reports 


The issue bas caused a row in 
New York, where a UN com- 
mittee has threatened to take 
the issue of tough new parking 
rules to the Genera] Assembly. 

New York Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani's new regulations, 
which went into effect on Tues- 


day, allow towing of foreign 
diplomats' cars parked illegal- 
ly and removal of their license 
plates if they fail to pay tickets 
within a year. A special police 
“hot line" is being set up so that 
any unauthorised vehicles using 
those spats could be towed 


away. Opponents claim the 
plan is a violation of diplomat- 
ic immuni ty under internation- 
al law. 

“Diplomatic immunity is like 
virginity." Jose Eduardo Mar- 
tins Felicio of Brazil said. “Ei- 
ther you have it or you have not. 


I have not seen a half-virgin." 

During Mondays committee 
session, French diplomat Hu- 
bert Legal said that New York 
City “isn't the only place to put 
the UN as a headquarters.” 

State Department spoke- 
sman Nicholas Bums called 


Mr Legal’s remarks “perfectly, 
ridiculous” and expressed irri- 
tation with the foreign delega- 
tions which ignore parking laws. 

“There’s one delegation that 
has five cars and (had) 1,200 
parking tickets in 1996,” Mr 
Burns said. He urged these 
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delegations to “stop this diplo- 
matic whining about parking 
tickets. They ought to pay them 
and first and foremost they 
ought to obey our laws." 

- - UkethehocxintcrpartsinNew 

Ybrk, the SfiOO foreign diplornais 
and their 6,000 dependents living 
in London, phis 5,000 officers and 
dependents working for mter- 

mtiooal organisations, are all en- 
titled to varying degrees of 
diplomatic immunity and diplo- 
mats privileges. These are aD de- 
signed to enable them to do their 
jobs effectively - primarily to 
guarantee the smooth conduct of 
business and preserve the secre- 
cy of diplomatic communica- 
tions. Most do not abuse those 
privileges. 

Some do, however. During 
I 1995 j 28 serious offences were 
committed lypeopJe entitled to 
diplomatic immunity. Most of 
.the offences involved drink dri- 
ving. and; shoplifting. But only 
five^fip^unats or members of 
their families were withdrawn 
from their posts as a result of 
these alleged offences. 

Parking on red of yellow 
lines or in residents’ parking 
spaces, which attract varying 
fees - £35 on average - is the 
most common abuse of diplo- 
matic immunity. The latest fig- 
ures revealed 1.5S6 unpaid 
parking fees during 1995. The 
1996 figures will be available 
shortly, the Foreign Office said 
yesterday. At £35 each these 
would total £55,000. Itisnotin 
foreign embassies’ interest to 
upset the locals, and most of 
them pay up - by April last year 
they had pud £11,600. 

The Foreign Office periodi- 
cally publishes a league table . 
The worst offenders in 1995 
were the Nigerians, with 117tick- 
ets, fallowed by India with 83, 
Ghana with 66, Sudan with 45 
and Malaysia with 32. Iran, the 
Russian Federation and Zim- 
babwe tied as a relatively law- 
abiding 22nd with 15 and 
Tanzania, Albania and the US a 
law-abiding 25th with 14. About 
this time each year the Foreign 
Office writes to all the 142 em- 
bassies and high commissions 


Hunrfreds oifltKJusands of 
people Swig fo EtatspeeiH 
kw immunity from akntoaJ 
prosecution due tb thefr 
dbkxnafe.stattn They in- 
chide representatives in- 
ternational organisations 
such as the- European 
.Union, as w# as abroad 
range of aid and govern- 
mental. agendea csourBta 
end oommteskjns, writes 
Adrian Hadtend 
- In tSerieva alonei more 
than. 50000 people have 
some kind of immunity: 
2VXJO broadly ctessWed as 
cSpriomats-and 33DG0 fam- 
ily members, according to 
a Swiss government cffioal 
' Write the conferment of 
immunity does technicaSy 
grant carte blanche to these 
people to Ignore the taws Of 

fii^^vSSoSandSS 

rttyfarmore serious crimes. 

expect our fiesta fo 
respect -our laws ^ that 
should be a standard,’ih8 
; Swiss official ;said;_ . : 

. hi -.Vienna, towed cflpJo- 
. matte cars are returned to 
ihptt owners free of 
chajrge. • 

• *Vteseethe advantages 
Ottering organisations Eke 
foo UNkv our Cities rather 
..than foie disadvantages of 
kleepkigfoe^ oneAustri- 
ah^avetrtn^ 

and 104 consulates general invit- 
ing them to pay off all out- 
standing parking fines. If the 
fees are not paid, the diplomats 
concerned can eventually be 
asked to leave the country, al- 
though this is seldom necessary. 

The presence of large num- 
bers of diplomats costs Britain 
in other ways, too. The figure 
for parking fines is a tiny 
amount compared with the £25 
million of VAT refunded on 
goods and services to diplomats 
and employees of internation- 
al organisations in Lhe lost year. 


DAILY POEM 


The Mower to the Glow-worms 

By Andrew Marvell 

Ye living lamps, by whose dear light 
The nightingale does sit so late. 

And studying all the summer night. 

Her matchless songs does meditate; 

Ye country comets, that portend 
No war, nor prince’s funeral. 

Shining unto no higher end 
Than to presage the grass's fall; 

Ye glow-worms, whose officious flame 
Tb wandering mowers shows the way, 

That in the night have lost their aim 
And after foolish fires do stray; 

Your courteous lights in vain yon waste 
Since Juliana here is come. 

For she nay mind hath so displaced 
That I shall never find my home. 

This poem appears in Gordon Campbell’s select inn of Andrew 
Marvell's verse for the Everyman's Poetry series (Everyman/ 
J M Dent £2). Republican, spy and satirist. Marvell preceded 
John Prescott as an MP for Hull; he held the seat from 1659 
until his death in 1678. 
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read on then. Let 






clear about this. Paying one’s fair share of tax is 


not merely a civic duty, it’s a fine and 



After all, who amongst us hasn’t felt a warm thrill of virtue at 


the sight of the deductions from our monthly pay slip? On the 


other hand, making a few bob without the taxman taking 


a huge chunk of it isn’t such an unpleasant thought either. 


Which is why it’s well worth your while popping 


into Barclays just now. We’ve 


declared the kind of tax-free zone around some of our savings plans which 


should make even a dyed-r ed-in-the-wo ol Marxist’s heart beat a little faster. 


For instance, did you know that as a high er rate taxpayer, you could earn up to 66% extra on your 


savings with one of our range of tax-free savings plans? And even if you pay tax at a lower or basic rate 3 


; 


; 
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they could earn you an extra 25%. Suppose you saved £9,000 at, say, 6% + interest, earning you 


£540. With an ordinary savings account, the taxman would want £216 of that from a higher rate payer. 1 


\\ • * 


Whereas with one of our plans, you get to keep every penny of your profit. And it’s all perfectly legal, so your conscience can 
sleep perfectly soundly at night. If we were you (which of course, out of banking hours, we are), we’d pop into our nearest Barclays 




branch or ring 0800 400 100 absolutely free, to find out more about our tax-free sayings plans. 


And let the taxman go chase himself whilst you laugh all the way to the bank. Ours, Hopefully. 



BARCLAYS 


Tax-free refers to personal income tax under current legislation. *Tlm Is fully explained in our- tax-free booklet. ‘'Barclays variable rate TESSA as slz 15 March 1997; 

Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Reg. in England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard St s London EC3P 3AH. Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only) 
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Lebanon-Israel border truce at risk 


Syn a pulls out of monitoring 

f S Palestinians 

wait for President Clinton to 
revive Oslo agreement 


Robert Fisk 

Beirut 

The collapse of the Middle 
East peace process" has 
claimed another important vk- 
wn: the ceasefire committee 
inat has monitored truce vio- 
lations in southern Lebanon 
smce last April’s Israeli- Hizbol- 
Jah war. which cost the lives of 
at least 160 Lebanese civilians, 
to an ominous development, the 
Syrians - following the Arab 
League’s decision to freeze 
Arab relations with Israel - 
have lei it be known that they 
do not wish to attend sessions 
with their Israeli counterparts 
in the United Nations head- 
quarters at Naqqoura on the Is- 
raeli-Lebanese border. 

The committee - which was 
created specifically to protect 
civilians - is made up of repre- 
sentatives of the United States, 
France, Syria, Israel and 
Lebanon, and has met at least 
a dozen times to adjudicate on 
the responsibility for truce 
violations over the past 11 
months. While choosing its 
words judiciously, it has sever- 
al times blamed Israel for the 
wounding and kfllmg; of civilians 
since April 1996, including the 
death of a young Lebanese 
mother. 

Yesterday, however, no Syr- 
ian-Lebanese request was made 
to hold a meeting into the 
weekend Israeli shelling of the 
village of Beit Leif, and the 
Lebanese were privately in- 
formed that Syria does not wish 
to sit at the table with Israeli of- 
ficers to discuss the matter, at 
least for the present 
In the aftermath of Iasi 
Spring's bombardment - which 
culminated in the slaughter by 
Israeli artillerymen of more 
than 100 Lebanese civilians 
who had sought protection in 
the UN's Fijian battalion head- 
quarters at Qana - all sides 
praised the setting up of the 
monitoring committee as a 
guarantee of safeguarding civil- 
ians who live dose to the area 

Yemen to 
crucify 
school 
killer 

Sana'a, (Reuters) — A Yemeni 
appeals court yesterday ruled 
that a man should be executed 
by firing squad and his body 
nailed on a cross for three days 
near the site where he shot dead 
four schoolchildren and two 
teachers. 

“We order that the accused 
be executed tty firing squad 
and crucified for three days ... 
to be a deterrent to others," the 
three-judge panel told a packed 
courtroom. 

The ruling, which upheld a 
death sentence on Monday 
against Mohammad Ahmad 
Misleh, 48, sparked applause 
and cheers of “Jong live justice” 
among hundreds of people in 
the courtroom, some of them 
relatives of his victims. 

“Nowwe can bury the dead,” 
said Abdul Karim al-Olafi, 
brother of a teacher killed in 
Sunday’s shootings. 

The appeals court said 
Misleh should be executed in 
the street near to the two 
schools he attacked. Misleh 
opened fire with an assault 
rifle on hundreds of children 
lined up m the yards of the ad- ; 
jacent schools before morning 
classes. . ___. 

The appeal judges said: Ths 

crime terrorised children, ' 
parents and the entire society i 
_He (Misleh] is a corrupt in- i 
fluence and should^ be elimi- i 
natedfiom society.” 1 


which the Israeli army occupies 
m southern Lebanon. 

The terms of the truce were 
not to Israel's satisfaction, ft al- 
lowed the HizboOah and the Is- 
raelis to continue their war 
wside Lebanon — provided 
they did not fire from or al dviL 
ian districts between the 
Mediterranean and the Syrian 
border. UN troops based m the 
south of Lebanon — whose ob- 
servation posts ’allow clear 
sight over the terrain - pro- 
vided the committee with their 
own record of events and 
helped the five powers to de- 
cide who was to blame far vi- 
olations. 

Although it was an imperfect 
institution, the monitoring 
group none the less provided a 
check on the war in southern 
Lebanon which has led to two 
Israeli invasions and two maw 
Israeli bombardments over the 
past 19 years. 

The danger now is that with- 
out the committee, both the Is- 
raelis and the HizboDahwill see 
fit to lake their own revenge for 
alleged truce violations and 
even repeat the events of last 
year, when a booby trap bomb 
which (tilled a Lebanese boy 
provoked the HizboDah into fir- 
ing rockets into Israel - which 
in turn prompted the Israeli 
bombardment and the mas- 
sacre at Qana. 

The Hizboliah and the Is- 
raelis have continued tbeir 
war against each other ever 
since; only two days ago, a 
Sagar anti-tank rocket fired by 
the Hizboliah killed one of Is- 
rael’s proxy Lebanese mihtia- 
men and wounded four others 
in an attack on an M-1I3 - 
troop transporter near the 
Lebanese town of Maijayonn. 
Israeli artillery responded by 
firing , around the village of 
Majdel Zornt. 

Thus has the steadily wors- 
ening crisis in the Middle East 
and the new Jewish settlement 
on occupied land marie anoth- 
er potential war-front farmore 
dangerous, • 
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Anger In Gaza: Palestinian students who support Islamic Jihad chanting anti-Israeli slogans at a memorial rally yesterday for bomber Abdallah al-Madhoon Photograph: Reuters 

Washington loses its grip on peace process 


Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

to the lask week two well-known 
Americans have visited 
Jerusalem: Dennis Ross, the US 
coordinator for the Israeli- 
- Pales tinian peace negotiations, 
and Judge I to, who presided 
over the first OJSimpson trial. 
Mr Ross's visit was brief but 
heavily publicised. Judge Ito’s 
presence might not have been 
known at all if an alert pho- 
tographer had not spotted his 
familiar face as he entered the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
In recent months the US ef- 


fbrt to resolve the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian conflict has looked in- 
creasingly like the OJ Simpson 
trial. Despite the immense 
length of the proceedings m 
both cases. Mr Ross looks no 
more likely to produce a satis- 
factory result than Judge lto. 

The US peace envoy and the 
Californian judge share a wor- 
rying tendency to allow events, 
over which they are meant to ex- 
ercise authority, to swing out of 
control. In one respect Mr Ross, 
has the advantage. The OJ 
Simpson case is over, while the 
Oslo peace accords have yet to- 
be nailed in tbeir coffin. 


Just how much life is left in 
the peace process may become 
clearer when Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, visits Washington to see 
President Bill Clinton next 
Monday. On the face of it the 
prospects are not good. Shai 
Bazak, the Prime Minister's 
spokesman, said yesterday that 
Israel wants '‘first of all and as 
a first condition, the cessation 
of Palestinian terrorism - and 
only then the continuation of 
diplomatic negotiations”. Yass- 
er Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, says: “The Israeli settle- 
ment policy puts the entire 


peace process in real danger.” 

President Clinton is dose to 
launching a fresh peace initiative. 
This would involve speeding up 
the Oslo process, moving to 
discussion of the final status of 
issues like Jerusalem, boundaries 
of the West Bank and Gaza. 
Palestinian refugees. Israeli set- 
tlements and relations with for- 
eign states. Something like this 
approach has already been sug- 
gested by Mr Netanyahu. 

Palestinians have two objec- 
tions to this. They say Israel is 
trying to avoid implcmentim the 
present interim phase of the 
peace process, signed by the pre- 


vious Israeli government in 1995, 
which should mean an end to Is- 
raeli occupation of most of the 
West Bank and Gaza. Second- 
ly. by building the largest Israeli 
settlement in Jerusalem since 
19S0 at Har Homo, Mr Arafat 
says Mr Netanyahu is preempt- 
ing final status talks on two of the 
most divisive issues: Jerusalem 
and Israeli settlements. 

President Clinton wfll try to 
reassure the Palestinians that 
the three phase Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank will 
continue. But they will have 
doubts, particularly about Mr 
Ross. It was he who mediated 


the Hebron agreement in Jan- 
uary which left the size of Israeli 
withdrawals on the West Bank 
to be decided by Israel. Mr Ne- 
tanyahu now speaks of reium- 
ineoniy half the West Bank. 

Furthermore the US has 
twice vetoed UN Security Coun- 
cil resolutions condemning the 
construction of Har Homo. This 
was the critical support which 
Mr Netanyahu needed. 

Marwan BarghoulL general 
secretary of Fatah, the main 
Palestinian political movement, 
said at the weekend: “From the 
US I don’t expect anything. 
The>' are with the Israelis.” 







Amnesty for illegal 
migrants ruled out 
in joint crackdown 


Gun law: Albanian policeman guarding the first ferry to arrive In Durres since last month’s riots Photograph: Reuters 


Andrew Gumbo! 

Rome - . 

It was the perfect gesture ofcreo- 
onciliation. At eight o’-dock 
yesterday morning a fleet of Ital- 
ian military helicopters landed 
in the southern Albanian town 
of Gjirokaster and, toevrayone's 
surprise, the portly figure of the. 
prime minis ter. Romano Prodi, 
emerged for an un scheduled ~ 

hie AH van c m rfum. 


i expart, Bashkina Fino. 

Relations between Italy and 
Albania have been near snap- 
ping point ever since last Friday 


immigrants drowned in the 
Adriatic following a collision 
with an Italian navy corvette, 
and the impromptu bilateral 
summit was not without rides. As 

it turned out, though, it could 
not have run. more smoothly. 


Mr Prodi promised to launch 
a full investigation into the ac- 
cident in the Adriatic and even 
invited the Albanians to take 
part in the irwestigating com- 
mittee. Mr Fino formally re- 
peated his government's re- 
quest for an Italian-led inter- 
vention force to restore order to 
Albania - ids way of assuring the 
Italians that the tragedy had not 
cause d pwnMnftitt damage to n»- 
lations between their countries. 

A few hours later, an upbeat 
Mr Prodi was back in Rome 
briefing parliament on his visit 
and vowing that the so-called 
Multinational Protection Force, 
Which Italy is leading and con- 
tributing to heavily, would be 


m the next week or so. 

“This is not a mission with- 
out risks or technical difficul- 
ties," Mr Prodi said. “But we are 


not going into Albania to in- 
terfere in that country’s inter- 
nal affairs or get involved in 
promoting or protecting parti- 
san interests. We are going to 
distribute aid and help the Al- 
banians to rebuild a normal life 

for themselves.” 

Earlier this week, it looked as 
if the accident in the Adriatic 
could scupper international ef- 
forts to help Albania. Armed 
rebels in the port of Vlora, 
where the ill-fated boat set sail, 
accused the Italian navy of ram- 
ming the immigrants and then 
trying to cover up what they had 
done. On the Italian side, mem- 
bers of Mr Prodi’s centre-left 
coalition openly accused the 
government of provoking the ao- 
rident by cracking down on im- 
migration through naval patrols. 

In the end, the wave of emo- 
tion nntfeadhftft by the accident 


and the ghoulishly unapolo- 
getic public relations gloss put 
on it by the Italian navy seems 
to have given way to higher in- 
terests. Albania cannot afford 
to lose the help being offered 
by Italy and the other countries 
contributing to the force, while 
Italy cannot afford to fail in 
what is arguably its most ambi- 
tious foreign policy initiative 
since the Second World Whr. 

The 5,000-strong force is ex- 
pected to begin operations 
sometime towards the end of 
next week, with the principle 
tasks of safeguarding the ports 
of Durres and Vlora as well as 
Rinas airport outside Tirana. 
The Italians are expected to 
contribute up to half the men, 
with the French contributing an- 
other 1,000 and other contin- 
gents coming from Greece, 
Turkey, Spain and Romania. 



Richard Uoyd Parry 

The British government has 
given half a mfllioa pounds of 
Sd to Stalinist North Korea, and 
aereed to send Engish teach- 
iM experts toPyongyang,mthe 

latest sign of increasingly warm 
relations with its former Kore- 
an War enemy. . 

The £495,000 cash donation 
was made a fortnight ago 
through the IitieimtionaJ Fed- 
eration of Red Cro» Some ties 
riFRC) on the eve of abisic> nc 

visit 10 Pyongy ■JSjWMfr 
e i delegation of British diplo- 
ma! fte four-day misopn, 
load by David Coate& head of 
the Foreign Office’s Far East- 
on and Pacific Department, was 
the first British mission to vis- 


it the North since die Korean 
Armistice in 1953 and comes at 
a time of increasing desperation 
for the Stalinist state. 

North Korea is in the grip of 
a worsening food crisis, caused 
by a series of devastating floods 
coupled with the collapse of the 
country’s collectivist economy. 
Officials of the Red Gross and 
United Nations Wtirid Food^ 
Programme (WFP) who re- 
cently returned from, the North 
said that people inibe country- 
side have been reduced to * eat- 
ing grass, roots and the bark of . 

treesfo supBlfflnent ri^jatjon^ . 

which have been reduced to 100 

crams a day. , . 

The UN will soon launch an 
appeal for more than SlOOrn 
(£60m) to tide the country over 


until the nest harvest, but already 
children are showing signs of ad- 
vanced malnutrition. “MQhons 
of people are going to starve to 
death this summer if the inter- 
national community does not get 

.a lot of food to North Korea 
soon, 51 said Catherine Bet lint ex- 
ecutive di rector of the WFP in 
Ibkyo yesterday. 

. The British visit comes just 
‘ five mouths after a similar meet- 
ing in Warsaw last October, and 
appears to mark the latest stage 
in a discreet bnt concerted ef- 
fort to bolster British involve- 
ment’ in a region hitherto 
dominated by Japan and the 
•United States. Officials ptoy 
down the significance of the 
■tails, but several small but sig- 
nificant developments suggest 


that both sides are concerned to 
improve relations. 

Mr Coates and his party dis- 
cussed proposals for four-way 
peace Mss involving the two Ko- 
reas, plus China and the Unit- 
ed Stales. After a visit to the 
Pyongyang School of Foreign 
Languages, the delegation 
agreed to send written materi- 
als and a British Council advis- 
er to improve leadiing methods. 

In cultivating Pyongyang, the 
Foreign Office funs the risk of 
alienating South Korea, which 
is fearful of being excluded 
from a g re em ents between Py- 
on gyang and third countries. AO- 
cording to British officials, the 
talks in Pyongyang had to wait 
until after a long-postponed 
meeting between the two Kpreas 


and the US, which finally look 
place in New York last month. 
A Seoul newspaper, the Chung 
An Ubo recently ran an article 
speculating that Britain would 
soon open a diplomatic bureau 
in Pyongyang, which the Foreign 
Office denies. 

On the other hand, Britain 
lags behind several of its Eu- 
ropean competitors in contacts 
with the North. Pyongyang has 
a small mission in the London 
office of the International Mar- 
itime Organisation, but it is in- 
significant compared to a much 
larger delegation in Berlin, for 
instance. Germany also has its 
own di plom atic interests section 
in Pyongyang, as well as a full 
tima trade official, sponsored by 
a group of big companies. 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

Both Hong Kong and China 
have issued statements stress- 
ing that there will be no 
amnesty for illegal immigrants 
in the colony following the 
handover of power. 

The statements -a rare dis- 
play of co-ordinated action - 
underline China’s fears that 
the return of Hong Kong’s 
sovereignty will trigger an 
avalanche of illegal Chinese 
immigration to its newly re- 
covered territory. 

China has gone a step fur- 
ther and announced strict 
controls on Chinese nationals 
even being granted the right 
to visit Hong Kong during the 
handover period in the mid- 
dle of the year. Both the 
colony and the neighbouring 
Chinese border town of Shen- 
zhen wiD be the subject or a 
visitor curb. 

Wang Ying-gang, a vice-di- 
rector of the Guangdong Pub- 
lic Security Bureau was 
reported by local newspapers 
as saying that the curbs were 
being imposed “to maintain 
Hong Kong’s order and 
ensure the smooth running of 
the various celebrations 
being held". 

Nevertheless, the authori- 
ties have noted an upsurge in 
illegal immigration, particu- 
larly of children, because 
their parents believe that 
their .situation can be le- 
galised after China takes over 
on 1 July. 

Last month 4(H) illegal im- 


grig Kong hand 

^ I 


migrant children gave them- 
selves up to the authorities, 
some three to four limes the 
normal number. 

Police sources say that the 
“snake heads” - the criminal 
gangs who smuggle illegal 
immigrants over the border - 
ore spreading rumours about 
a possible post-July amnesty 
in order to stimulate business. 
They run well organised peo- 
ple smuggling networks using 
small craft which arrive in 
Hong Kong waters with 
illegal immigrants and leave 
with goods to smuggle into 
China. 

The slightest hint of an 
amnesty for illegal immigrants 
triggers an immediate up- 
surge of Chinese people 
smuggled across the border. 
For example, in June 19S7 
some 40.1X10 people were pre- 
vented from crossing into 
Hong Kong by the Chinese au- 
thorities following an amnesty 
rumour. 

It is not known how many 
illegal immigrants manage to 
penetrate the tight security 
around Hong Kong’s land 
and sea border but every day 
truckloads of “illegals" are 
repatriated to China without 
any right of appeal or a 


hearing to determine their 
status. 

The Chinese government 
has stated that even after 
Hong Kang returns to Chinese 
sovereignty, there will not be 
free entry into the territory for 
the former colony's newly re- 
united fellow citizens. 

Legal immigration to Hong 
Kong from China will remain 
restrict cd to u quota of !5ll 
people per day, or 55,1100 
people per year, whieh is 
slightly more than the numlvr 
emigrating. 

There are numerous re- 
ports that the flow of legal im- 
migrants, whieh is controlled 
by Chinese officials, is riddled 
with corrupt 

practices. 

Large sums of money have 
been paid to Chinese officials 
to secure a place among the 
legal immigrants who are sup- 
posed to be restricted to those 
entering to rejoin iheir 
families. 

Tlie Chinese government 
knows that there are millions 
of its people in search of 
economic betterment who 
would flood to Hong Kong 
given even the smallest hint 
that floodgates were to ease 
open. 
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Bonnie and Clyde to 
be reunited in death 
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Bonnie and Clyde (left), were shot in Louisiana in May 1934. Clyde's sister, Marie, 
plans to auction his possessions to pay for him to be buried in Bonnie’s grave (right) 






Tim Cornwell 

Denver 


They were the tragic young 
lovers united by violence, im- 
mortalised on the silver screen 
by Faye Dunaway and Warren 
Beatty. But Clyde Bamow and 
Bonnie Parker, against their 
wishes, were buried a part. That 
could change if Marie Barrow, 
Clyde’s only surviving sibling, 
has her way. 

On 14 April, Ms Barrow will 
sell her brother's bullet-ridden 
and bloody shirt, along with 
some of his other personal be- 
longings, to raise money to 
move ms grave. 

“Bonnie begged ber mother 
to bury them together, and her 


mother promised all the time 
that she would.” Ms Barrow told 
the Dallas Morning News. 

“But then she didn't do it 
I guess she thought Clyde had 
taken Bonnie off and got her 
killed. You know how mothers 
feel" 

As celebrated as OJ Simpson 
in their time, Bonnie and Clyde 
were gunned down in an am- 
bush near Gibsland, Louisiana, 
in May 1934, aged 23 and 24. 
More than 16,000 people lined 
up to see their publicly displayed 
bodies. 

Their deaths ended a two- 
year crime spree in which the 
Barrow gang robbed banks and 
shops across the South-west 
ana Mid-west, killing at least 15 


Clinton 


denies aide 


took hush 


money 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Unrelenting as the Furies of 
Greek legend, the Whitewater 
affair has struck again at the 
White House, this time with al- 
legations that top Presidential 
aides helped arrange “hush 
money” payments to a dis- 
graced friend of the Clintons 
bom their Arkansas days, to dis- 
suade him bom co-operating 
with Whitewater investigators. 

The furore erupted on Tues- 
day evening when the White 
House disclosed that Mr Clin- 
ton's first chief of staff, Thomas 
“Mac” McLarty, and Erskine 
Bowles, who currently holds the 
job, helped find work for Web- 
ster Hubbell in 1994 after Mr 
Hubbell resigned as Associate 
Attorney General. 

Within a few months of his 
departure, Mr Hubbell had 
been charged and convicted of 
swindling $480,000 (£300,000) 
bom the Rose Law Firm in Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas, where he 
had been a partner alongside 
Hillary Clinton, and was fiwul- 
iar with her work on behalf of 
Madison Guaranty, the failed 
savings bank at the heart of the 
Whitewater controversy. 

But in his hour of supreme 
need - jobless, with a family to 
support, and staring at the 
prospect of a 16-month jail 
sentence for fraud - financial 
help miraculously emerged, in 
the shape of a dutch of business 
and legal consultancies worth 
more than $400,000 a year. 
Most of these were put togeth- 
er at the urging of close aides 
of the Clintons. Among these 
latter, it now emerges, were Mr 
McLarty and Mr Bowles. 

Thus the central question 
emerges: were the payments to 
encourage Mr Hubbell, then un- 
der intense pressure from 
Whitewater prosecutors to co- 
operate in return for a lighter 
sentence, to keep his mouth 


shut? If so. as the Wall Street 
Journal pointed out yesterday, 
“a cover-up scandal not seen 
since Watergate" might be 
about to unravel. 

At this stage, of course, the 
parallel is still fanciful, and the 
White House insists that Mr 
Qin ton’s associates were mere- 
ly trying to help an old friend 
through his troubles. All three 
were pillars of the close-knit lo- 
cal establishment of the 1980s: 
Mr Clinton as Governor, Mr 
McLarty as head of the state en- 
ergy company, Arkia, and Mr 
Hubbell as a former Mayor of 
Little Rock. People were “un- 
derstandably concerned about 
Mr HubbelTs well-being,” a- 
White House spokesman said 

But, in Washington's ultra- 
partisan climate, such explana- 
tions are unlikely to suffice. At 
the very least, the latest reve- 
lations will generate more de- 
mands for testimony from the 
Republican-controlled Con- 
gressional committees that tor- 
ment the Clinton White House. 

Far more serious, they could 
become the “missing link” that 
allows Mr Stan- to bring the 
scandal over 1996 Democratic 
campai gn fundraising under 
the already broad umbrella of 
his Whitewater investigation. 
Among the providential bene- I 
factors of Mr Hubbell, with a j 
$100,000 retainer, was the same 
Lippo group of Indonesia which 
made massive, allegedly im- 
proper, contributions to the 
Democratic party last year. 

A few weeks ago, Mr Stan- 
seemed ready to throw in the 
Whitewater towel. Now he is 
bringing witnesses to the Hub- 
bell consultancies before a Lit- 
tle Rode grand jury, to explore 
the “hush money” theory. Cir- 
aimst.-intinl evidence offers sup- 
port. Mr Hubbell did go to 
prison, and has refused to help 
Mr Starr - to the point where 
prosecutors warn they may bring 
new charges against him 


Making a killing 
in the wilderness 


Tim Cornwell 

Denver 


It may be one of the Wild 
West's last land grabs, a chance 
to buy a square mile of Neva- 
da for as little £3.000 down. 

But then again, it could also 
be an inspired piece of mar- 
keting. The property company 
selling a million acres of old rau- 
wayland - dubbed “scenic 
wilderness” - was opening 
sealed bids on the first 60,000 
acres yesterday, and seemed 
poised to make a killing. Two 
months ago the Nevada Land 
and Resource Company^ put 
out a press release on Business 


Wire, an international media re- 
lations wire service, announcing 
“The Nevada land rush is onr 
It has since had 15.000 in- 
quiries, some from as far away 
as Germany and Britain. 

But as one company official 
admitted, the land m question is 
mostly high desert with little wa- 
ter, no paved roads, freezing in 
winter and fiery in summer, 
suitable mainly lor growing sage- 
brush. “It gives new meaning to 
the word nowhere,” said Carmel 
Hopkins, teal estate editor of the 
Las Vegas Journal-Review news- 
paper“It will probably be three 
to four hundred years before it’s 
worth anything.” 


people. They were buried in sep- 
arate cemeteries in Dallas. 

The San Francisco auction 
house Butterfield and Binter- 
field,will take bids on the shirt, 
Clyde’s pocket watch - still 
running - and a series of orig- 
inal Bonnie and Clyde snap- 
shots from the Barrow family 
album, including some of them 
posing with their guns. 
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Screen idols: Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway Im mo rta lise d the tragic young towers in the' celebrated 1967 fflm about their life of crime 

Spokesman Levi Morgan been sold in previous auctions, dianapotis while he wasoa the six other men. It has pearl but- peered to sell for up to $45,000. 


spokesman Levi Mot 
said the items are valued 


tween $56,000 and $76,000 
(£35,000 and £48,000). 

Other memorabilia have 


been sold in previous auctions, 
he said, inducting the car in 
which they died and which con- 
tained 15 firearms. 

Clyde bought the shirt in In^ 


dianapotis while bewas.«B the 
ran, and wore it whemhfc was 
ambushed by Ibadi jRs^ger 
Frank Hamer, tbensiii.fWha- 
tracked down the cdbplfe hnd' 


six other men. It has pearl but- 
tons and more than 30 bullet 
and buckshot holes. The shirt 
^kbs removed by a mortician and 
passed to bis father. It is ex- 


Also on sale is one of Clyde's 
st rifles, which he o laved with 


first rifles, which he played with 
as a child, pretending to he Jesse 
James. 
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Caught in the act: 

brutal police face 
wrath of Brazil 


‘ 

international 


air 


■ ■ "Sr*- 



Pb3 Davison 

Latin America CorrespncwtafTf 


t After hea^y beating acarpas- 
nger wth then batons forno 

iparent reason »K a n u 


•ir Uf« nf ct.^T 


l ut 

rii-v til, 

nM pu-ij 


■,W uaLons lor no 

Apparent reason, the Brazilian 

polire let him drive off. Then 
one fired two shots through the 
i .back window, billing him, 

i according to his ftiendi 

! ! HiJiL? 30 Policemen 

did not know they were being 

\ ■ T™ ed on 30 amateur video 
sbowi on Monday on the big 
Globo TV channel. In a sepa? 
rate incident. filmed at the 
J " • ' same roadblock on a different 

night, the same policemen were 

seen beating a man with chibs 
before taking him behind a 
■ » '■ *b e video sound record- 

si ea screams and a gunshot and 

\- ; cameraman said he later 
: ifF’ood the man wounded, 
i ^h e Intest case of brutality by 

^ Sao Paulo’s militaiy-led police 


outraged but hardly surprised 
Brazilians. Human rights 
groups have long described&e 
aao Paulo police as one of the 
tvond s most violenL 

Nine of the 10 officers seen 

on the videos, recorded in the 
mtys poor Diadema suburb, 
have been detained by the mfl- 
rtaiy police pending triaL After 
pmjhc fears that they would get 
off lightly before a military tri- 
bunal, Mario Covas, Sao Panto's 
state governor, said they would 
be tried by a civilian court. 

Mr Covas apologised to the 

public but sought to portray the 

modem as isolated. Most 
Brazilians scoffed. “This kind of 
stuff happens all the time. The 
only difference this time is 
it’s down on film, ” said James 
Cavallaro of the h uman rights 
group Americas Witch. 

“This was in no way an iso- 
lated incident,” added Con- 


grcssman Jose AmbaL “It hap- 
pens all the rime. I hope this 
leads to an end to the impuni- 
ty poficemen like these have en- 
joyed lor so tong." 

‘They are nothing more than 
bandits in unif o rm )* said state 
prosecutor Lniz Antonio Mar-' 
rey.*TTiey are cops turned into 

c riminals since they’ve com- 
mitted -murder, assault, extor- 
tion and abuse of authority.” 




..t- Z 


beaten drivers who refused to 
pay bribes to allow them through 
the roadblock. "The authors of 
this b ar ba rit y must receive ex- 
emplary pamshment," said Ri- 
cardo Balestrexi of Amnesty 

Int ernatio nal Brg?a 
Sao Panto's imEtaiy4ed police 
gained notoriety in 1992 when 




at Carandhn prison to pot down 
an mutates* revaft. Mm» than 


00AM 


100 prisoners died. 


On air: A Sao Paulo policeman caught on video grabbing a mo t or is t. Officers are notorious for their brutality and dishonesty Photograph: Reuters 
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Turks fear 
anti-Islamic 
hate behind 
murders 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Turkey’s Islamist-led govern- 
ment pressed for more infor- 


mation yesterday about a spate 
of arson attacks which have 


of arson attacks which have 
killed nine Turks in Germany 
and the Netherlands in the last 
10 days. “I am telling the 'West, 
come to your senses, stop this 
violence, be human," the Turk- 
ish Prime Minister, Necmettin 
Erbakan, told members of his 
ruling Welfare ftrty onTuesday. 

Dutch and German polio; 
said it was too soon to conclude 
that the two wotsi arson attacks, 
in The Hague and in the west 
German town of Krefeld, had 
been motivated by racism or 
anti-Islamic hatred. 

The Dutch blaze killed a 
T lirirish mother, Mahi Kosedag, 
and five of her children in her 
flat on 25 March. Three Turks, 
a mother and two teenagers, 
died in their flat in last Mon- 
day’s German fire. 

While some Turks living in 
western Europe have been the 
targets of native right-wing ex- 
tremists in recent years, other 


incidents of anti-Turkish vio- 
lence have been attributed to 
Kurdish activists invoked in 
the 13-year-old war against the 
Turkish armed forces in south- 
eastern lUrkcy. Some Kurdish 
fighters see violence in Euro- 
pean dries as a way of attract- 
ing attention to their cause. 

However, Mr Erbakan linked 
the latest attacks to what he 


called the anti-Islamic propa- 
ganda filling the media and lit- 


ganda filling the media and lit- 
erature of Western countries. 
Pointing the finger of blame at 
Western governments, police 
and judicial authorities, he said: 
“You are responsible for these 
acts, because you are not giving 
the necessary punishment to 
those responsible." 

The killings in The Hague 
provoked particular concern 
because of the long-standing 
reputation of the Dutch for tol- 
erance. 

“The thought that we could 
be dealing with arson wdth some 
ethnic motivation is dramatic 
That would be an entirety new 
phenomenon in The Nether- 
lands," said Wim Kok, the 
Prime Minister. 


Mobutu rival chosen as 


Zairean prime minister 



Zairean opposition leaders said yesterday that President 
Mobutu Sese Seko bad formally been given the name of a 
longtime rival as his new prime minister. 

Prosper Ndume, a member of parliament and 
spokesman for the opposition coalition, said the formal 
document naming Etienne Tshisekedi as parliament's 
choice for prime minister were sent lo Mr Mobutu 


yesterday. The president was expected to approve the 
derision yesterday. AP - Klrisf 


AP- Kinshasa 


Saudi king funds pilgrims 


Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has ordered that 1.000 Muslims 
from Chechnya be invited to perform the pilgrimage to 
Mecca this month at his personal expense, Saudi 
newspapers reported. Reuters - Dubai 


Death of recalled journalist 


Just days after being recalled from his post in Washington, 
Chinese journalist wiei Guoqiang committed suicide in 
Peking Iasi weekend after a colleague said he had been 
disarmed preparing lo defect, the New Yirrk Times 
reported. Mr Wei 47, was the Washington bureau chief of 
the New China News Agency Xinhua. 

The newspaper quoted one of Mr Wei’s colleagues as 
saying he was recalled to Peking last month after a 
colleague discovered him preparing documents lo support 
a political asylum application in the United Slates for 
himself, his wife and his daughter. Reuters - New York 


Fears for Belarus independence 


About 4,000 people marched through the capital of 


Belarus chanting “Independence", m protest at an outline 
union treaty signed bv lie Russian ana Belarussian 


union treaty signed ty the Russian and Belarussian 
presidents in Moscow. 

Witnesses said the march through Minsk was mostly 
peaceful but police detained at least JO people angered by 
the treaty, which they believe would return Belarus to 
domination by Moscow after five years of independence 
from the Soviet Union. Routers - Minsk 


‘Godzilla’ creator dies 


lompyuki Tanaka, the father of the Godzilla monster 


movie series, died of a stroke yesterday, 1ft months after 
his giant lizard-like creation was killed off in the final 


his giant lizard-like creation was killed off m the final 
Japanese episode. 

Thnaka, 86 .rose to fame in 1954 with the film Godzilla , 
the story of a lizard-like creature awakened from a long 
slumber by hydrogen bomb testing. Reuters - Tokyo 
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Donald 

Shepherd 


Donald Shepherd's was not a 
famous name. His greatest 
invention, the Fortakabin, how- 
ever. is mentioned in most 
English-language dictionaries 
and the word is much used by 
journalists to mean any portable 
building. 

Shepherd, a quietly spoken 
and good-natured man, was 
given to anger only when he saw 
the name rortakabin thus mis- 
used. He was deeply, and per- 
haps rightly, jealous of the 
tradename that has announced 
his portable cabins across the 
world, horn Antarctic bases. 
Docklands building sites and 
Falkland Island garrisons to 
Libyan oilfields and the oper- 
ating theatres of the Leeds 
General Infirmary. He liked to 
set the press right 

Shepherd, who died this 
week on holiday in the Western 
Isles at the age' of 78, patented 
his world-famous design in 
1961. A building construction 
veteran (he began work, aged 
15. with the family business F. 
Shepherd and Son, York, in 
1 933). he had already invented 
a way of delivering concrete via 
portable silos carried on the 
backs of lorries. Prior to the Por- 
lasilo. dating from 1953. con- 
crete was bagged up and 
labourers broke their backs 
shifting the weighty cargo from 
lorry to buildmg site. 

The Fortakabin revolution- 
ised building sites around the 
world. From the founding of 
Fortakabin Ltd in 1963, site su- 
pervisors, visiting architects, 
engineers, foremen, and even 
the "lump" could meet, plot, 
plan, drink lea and shelter in- 
side Shepherd's fire-proof, steel 
huts. A Fortakabin is so de- 
signed that a fit person can as- 
semble the buDcung entirely by 
him- or herself! Even the largest 
version, some 60ft long and 
boasting the equivalent floor 
area of a small family house, can 


be delivered on the back of a 
single lorry in Sat-pack form. 

The P ullman model Porta- 
kabin that followed in 1983, 
while not quite as luxurious as 
its name suggested, was cleverly 
insulated from extremes of heal 
and cold, and. unlike many 
older prefabricated houses, a 
stranger to condensation. A 
one-piece roof was strong and 
weather-proof. The cabins 
could be Ha cked up one on top 
of the other, creating, on cer- 
tain building rites, intriguing 
pre-fob skyscrapers. Calls of na- 
ture were dealt with by trips to 
adjacent Portal oos. another 
Shepherd invention and the 
saving grace of country fairs, 
open-air pop concerts and 
classic-car rallies from Land’s 
End to John O’Groats. 

Shepherd’s real touch of bril- 
liance was to begin manufac- 
turing the Portakabin across 
Europe in 1971, when he es- 
tablished Portakabin BV in the 
Netherlands, despite contrary 
advice from marketing experts. 
This was followed by sibling 
companies in Germany (1974), 
France (1975), Belgium (1985), 
Switzerland (1987) and Spain 
(2988). Today, the Portakabin is 
the only bunding of its kind 
that meets every relevant EC 
code and regulation. It is made 
at a total of 37 sites in sewn 
countries. 

Although designed original- 
ly for use by the construction in- 
dustry, between 70 and 80 per 
cent of all Fottakabins are used 
as general-purpose offices. 
British schoolchildren know 
them as ’‘temporary" class- 
rooms: underfunded head 
teachers know their Porta- 
kabins to be more or less per- 
manent fixtures. Doctors’ 
surgeries are often found in Far- 
takabins, as are operating the- 
atres. lifted into position by 
crane, for example, at Leeds 
General Infirmary . 



Shepherd with Portakabms In 1991. He dreamt up their design whfle oo a wet and win dy construction site on the army camp at Cattarfck 


The Portakabin achieved its 
greatest fame as an active com- 
batant in the FaDdands War of 
1982, sheltering an air-traffic 
control centre on Ascension Is- 
land as British troops dug in to 
defend the Falklands from 
further aggression. Margaret 
Thatcher had 600 Portakabins 
dispatched to the South Atlantic 
islands after the defeat of the 
Argentinian armed forces for 
use as a garrison. 

The idea of portable bufld- 
ings was not exactly a new one 
when Shepherd took out his 
patent in 1961. Tents and yurts 


(circular tents covered in felt or 
drin and used by Mongolian and 
Turkic nomads) date back mil- 
lennia. It has long been possi- 
ble to transport timber-framed 
houses from site to site. Shep- 
herd’s genius was to design a 
modem lightweight building 
that could be delivered by lor- 
ry and assembled by one person 
and was suitable for any and 
every dimate. It may not be a 
thing of beauty like a medieval 
war tent or Mongolian yurt, but 
to people working in uncom- 
fortable and extreme circum- 
stances around the world the 


Fortakabin has been something 
of a godsend. 

Shepherd never intended the 
Fortakabin to be a replace- 
ment for perman ent buildings, 
although experience of pre-fob 
concrete hrauapg bnflt ax the 
end of the Second World War 
in Britain had al ready proved by 
1961 that pre-fabricafcoii had as 
mu ch ana even more staying 


in a hurry at the height of the 
Thalcher-Lawson boom, effec- 
tively ait architects from the 
building process, - asldng them 
only to prepare design drawings. 
Thu sped up the -building 
process enormously in Britain, 
a country which, unlike, the 
United States, was traditianaK 


British architects responded 
with a number of pre-fab design 
systems (most notably, “Clasp", 
as used, for example, in the con- 
struetkm of York Univetri^), but 
Shepherd had a march on them. 

A local worthy, Shepherd 
was at times a member of York 
City Council, chairman of the 
Yorkshire Region Chartered 


housing. Shepherd 
was, however; a pioneer of the 
deagn-and-btrild systejn of fest- 
track construction so feared 
and despised by architects. This 


]y unable to build at any Speed . Institute of Building, president 
unless, literally, there wasawar of the York and North York- 
ott Shepherd pkrae&«f cb® ( shire Chamber of Commerce 
desipi-buftfentetpfiSfeihiSST^ .and founder chairman of (he 
It was as if the ghost .tiHieniy .York Viator and Conference 
Fend had shaken npik&Bri tisfet .^Bureau: he was, in effect, a 
construction industry prime example of a practical 


Photograph: Yorkshire Evenmg Press 


man who though! locally (the 
Fortakabin was dreamt up on a 
wet and windy construction rite 
at the army camp at Cntturick), 
and acted globally. 

Jonathan Glance? 

Donald lletran Shepherd, builder 
and huxmessman: horn York IS 
October 19 IS; managpig dinc- 
tor, Shepherd Building ( in mp Ltd ■ 
1962-72. deputy chairman 1962 • L 
96; chairman and managing di- 9 
rector, Portakabin Ltd 1972-96 ; 
OBE 1991 ; married 1948 ( one 
son, one daughter); died off 
Oban, Argyll 27 March 1997. 
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Dorothy Liu 




Dorothy Liu Yiu-chu was one 
of the most colourful and out- 
spoken figures in Hong Kong 
politics; one of the few members 
of the pro-China camp who was 
willing to stand up to Peking 
when she felt it was going too 
far. She died just three months 
before the event she had longed 
for - the departure of the ter- 
ritory’s British colonial rulers. 

Liu won Peking's approval 
with her Chinese nationalist 
pride. “When it's a question of 
conflict between Britain and 
China. I have made it dear I 
will, without reservation, al- 
ways be on China’s side," she 
once told a local newspaper. 
But. in her later years, she 
found herself increasingly iso- 
lated by China and its support- 
ers in "Hong Kong because of 
her attacks on key aspects of 
Peking’s policy on the hand- 
over of the colony. “There will 


Karel Kynd was one of the most 
brilliant of that constellation 
of Czech journalists who helped 
to make possible the “Prague 
Spring” of 1968. 

His name will always be as- 
sociated with the old Czechoslo- 
vak Radio. As New York 
correspondent, in the years 
leading up to the dimax and 
tragedy of 1968, his voice was 
known to millions and his 
coverage of the Kennedy as- 
sassination was a legend. Af- 
terwards, as an exile in London, 
he spoke regularly again to his 
people through the Czech ser- 
vice of the BBC, and when the 
20 years of darkness ended 
with the peaceful revolution of 
19S9 he returned once more to 
Czechoslovak and then Czech 
Radio as the station's principal 
correspondent in Bri tain. 

He was a wise, witty man, 
sparkling with central Euro- 
pean irony and erudition. It was 
a matter of pride but also of rue- 
ful amusement to him that he 


be fluctuating times: when the 
central government [in Peking] 
may be more dictatorial to- 
wards Hong Kong; may fail 
to allow us to have the high 
degree of autonomy promised 
to us," she warned in a news- 
paper interview published last 
December. 

Liu's sense of patriotism tor- 
wards China was instilled in her 
by her family. Her late father. 
Dr Liu Yan-tak. was on good 
terms with senior Chinese offi- 
cials and took her to meetings 
with them. He called her 
Dorothy because the initial let- 
ter D is the fourth in the al- 
phabet, and Dorothy was his 
fourth child. In her adult life, 
Liu tried to emphasis her Cbi- 
neseness by dropping the Eng- 
lish name, but despite her 
efforts it remained in common 
use in the local media. Many 
used the nickname Dotty, 



Liu: ‘Go home and take a bath* 

partly because it evoked her 
eccentric character. 

Ironically, like many mem- 
bers of Hong Kong’s pro- 
China elite, Liu was educated 
in what might normally be con- 
sidered the breeding grounds of 
the British establishment - 


Hong Kong University (which 
uses English only) followed by 
Oxford University. She started 
as a student of English litera- 
ture, then switched to law, 
which she began practising in 
Hong Kong in the 1960s. 

The start of Liu’s legal career 
coincided with the eruption of 
Communist-inspired turmoil M - 
the colony. Liu declared ^her 
pro-China convictions during 
the 1967 riots, but, like her la- 
ther, attacked the use of ter- 
rorist tactics by some of the 
more fanatical Maoists in tire 
territory. Liu was taking a risk 
by expressing pro -Peking sym- 
pathies - gripped by fear of a- 
possible Chinese invasion, the 
colonial government and many 
members of the public shunned 
such individuals. 

Liu’sioyaJty was rewarded by 
Peking in the 1980s when it be- 
gan choosing Hong Kong resi- 


dents who would help it set up 
the post-colonial govemmeuL 
She was invited to assist in the 
draftmfe of the Basic Law, the 
nxbtirconstitutioQ which will 
into effect when China 
bg over on 1 July this year. 
In~1988, she was . chosen- by- 
Peking to Serve as aJHocg Kqng 
deputy to China’s tferhaineat^ 1 
the National Peoples Congress. - 
The NPC is normally a rubber- 
stamp body, but Liu used the 
meetings as a chanoe to express 
her grievances as well as her 
support for Peking. 

The bloody suppression of 
the Tiananmen Square protests 
of 1989 badly damaged , the 
unity and morale ol Hong 
Kong's pro-China camp. Liu 
backed China's decision to im- 
pose martial law in Peking, but 
condemned the way the 
demonstrations were crushed. 
At the annual NPC meeting ear- 


ly thr following year, Liu at- 
tacked a decision to purge a se- 
nior Chinese deputy for his 
role in the unrest. The follow- 
ing year, she called far a 
minute’s silence forthe victims 
of Tiananmen. This was a re- 
-frdfiQUsmovein the hard-line 
political climqfe^of. tfre day. 

Ion her 

ftitfrfr&wjtig wariness. 

When it came to China’s 
conflict with the Governor of 
Hong Kong, Chris Fatten, how- 
ever, Liu was veiy much on 
Peking’s side. In early 1993, a 
few months after Patten’s ar- 
rival, Liu swallowed her pride 
and attended a ball at which die 
knew tiie governor would also 
be a guest. She waited at the en- 
trance for half an hour, hoping 
to catch him on his arrival - cot 
to make amends but, as she 
wrote, “to make the point that 
Mr Patten should learn the to- 


Karel Kyncl 


was one of the very few com- 
mentators to predict what was 
about to happen in 1989. Ear- 
ly that year, m an article in a 
British magazine. Kyncl noted 
that the playwright VheJav Hav- 
el had been sent to prison once 
again aod remarked that 
Havel’s political ability was 
growing as the Communist 
regime in Czechoslovakia de- 
cayed; it would not surprise him, 

he said, if Havel would one 
day be President of tbe Republic 
- and sooner than anyone 
expected. 

Kyncl was born in 1927, into 
a working-class family in a small' 
town near Prague. It was in the 
family's political tradition that 
be joined the Communist Par- 
ty after the Second World War, 
and his disillusion with the sys- 
tem and the Soviet Union fol- 
lowed gradually as early Ideals 
were suffocated by tbe experi- 
ence of Stalinist terror and the 
show trials. 

As a foreign correspondent. 


he was not directly involved in 
the transformation which made 
Czechoslovak Radio the driving 
force for liberalisation in early 
1968, but he fiiHy supported the 
reforms. He and his wife, Jiri- 
na, were on holiday in Western 
Europe when they heard the 
news of tbe Warsaw Pact inva- 
sion, and rushed back to 


Prague. 

There] 


Kyncl put his energies 
info the heroic rearguard action 
to protect the liberties of 1968, 
and later into clandestine op- 
position. He lost his job at the 
radio and was banned from 
journalism; be was reduced to 
work as a hospital clerk and 
then an ice-cream vendor. But 
his fluent English and his 
courage made him a natural 
contact for Western visitors try- 
ing to reach the Czech opposi- 
tion. This was to cost him two 
spells in prison, and many years 
under dose surveillance and 
virtual house arrest. 

As be said to one British 


journalist, leading him out of 
doors to evade the wall micro- 
phones, “1 am in a prison with- 
in a prison (Czechoslovakia) 
within a prison (the Soviet 
empire)" 

In 1983. international 
protests supported by Chan- 
cellor Bruno Kreisky of Austria 
and by the novelist Graham 
Greene induced the regime to 
let him out of gaol and expel 
him. Kynd settled in London, 
where he was foDowed by his 
wife and eventually tty his son, 
Ivan, who had become almost 
the officia l pho tographer for tbe 
“Charter 77" opposition. 

In London, Kyncl was wel- 
comed at Charing Cross by an- 
other Czech exile, George 
Theiner, editor of the magazine 
index on Censorship. This led to 
a job which he often said was 
more enjttyable than anything 
he had done in the rest of his 
life. From 2983 to 2991, Kynd 
worked for Index as editor for 
Central and Eastern Europe, 


smuggled -out texts 
im Yfcdav Havel, IvanKIima 
and many others. 

The collapse of the Com- 
munist regime in November 
1989 faced Kyncl with a 
dilemma. Bade in Prague, he 
was welcomed and offered 
high promotion. But in the end 
he decided to remain in Lon- 
don, accepting the post of cor- 
respondent for Czech Radio. 
This was partly because he 
felt somehow a little out of place 
in his own country, sensing - 
with his usual acuteness - that 
the new mood was moving 
away from his own intellectual 
generation of ex-Communist 
idealists. 

But it was also because he felt 
immensely proud that he had 
constructed a successful life 
for himself m Britain, starting 
as a penniless exile, and be was 
reluctant to put that achieve- 
ment behind him. He and Jiri- 
na, with Ivan’s help, bad 
somehow moved her massive 


pieces of family furniture into 
a small counefl flat on aooncrete 
housing estate in Peckham and 
there, in touch with a wide cir- 
cle of friends, he intended to 
stay. 

Karel Kynd, with his lean 
frame, high cheekbones and 
broad smile, was always the cen- 
tre of any party he went to. He . 
had all the melancholy wit and 
sense of the absurd which have 
helped the Czechs to survive this 
century. But he was a romantic 
coo. Asked once if he would 
rather be invaded by tbe Sovi- 
et Union Or the United States, 
he replied: “If there’s a choice, 

I would prefer the fist with a 
glove on. But I am enough of 
an idealist to believe there can 
be a third way." 

Neal Ascberson 

Karel Kyncl, journalist and 
broadcaster bom 6 January 
1927; married (one son. one 
daughter); died Prague 1 April 
1997. : 


cal language, by presenting him 
with one of my cards in Chi- 
nese". Fatten arrived late and 
the card was never presented. 
But while Fatten was on the 
stage Liu took the microphone 
and said, as a joke, that the gov- 
ernor should “go home and take 
a bath", a pun on 'the name of 
his former constituency. “As 
soon as I said this, T could feel 
the atmosphere becoming 
tense," she recalled. 

Liu made no secret of her 
contempt for onetime support- 
ers of the colonial administra- 
tion who switched allegiance as 
the handover approached. She 
called them “old batteries" and 
wept when seated next to a for- 
mer top adviser to the British, 
Sir S. Y . Chung, al a meeting of 
a Peking-appointed committee 
set up to make arrangements 
for the transition. Her resent- 
ment appeared to be aimed as 


much at Peking, for welcoming 
such people, as it did at the 
individuals themselves. 

Liu was still an NPC deputy 
at the time of her death, but the 
gravity of her differences with 
Peking became abundantly ap- 
parent last year when she failed 
to be included in the powerful 
Preparatory Committee re- 
sponsible for setting up the 
post-colonial administration. 
Liu strongly questioned the le- 
gitimacy of China's decision to 
replace Hong Kong's elected 
legislature with an appointed in- 
terim body. She warned then 
would be “tots of puppets" i: 
the new government. 

James Miles 

Dorothy Liu Yiu-chu, lawyer: 
bom Hong Kong 8 July 1934; 
married (one son: marriage dis- 
solved); died Hong Kang 31 
March 1997. 











Kyncl, front, and Index on Censorship colleagues In 1982: Gaoitfa 
Tbetnoii rigit, Cameron Dooclu, back, and PMUp Spender . 


BIRTHS 

GRE1G: To Julia (n6e Miller) and 
Kenneth, a son. Alastair W iliam 
Miller, on 2$ March 1997. a brother 
for Lucy, Robert and Adam. 

SHAW: To Lorraine lode Wallace) and 

Dr David Show, a sm, Thomas Ram- 
say, wi his father's birthdar. 2 1 March 
1997. A brother for Nfidwcl and 
Adam. 

DEATHS 

BAD0f FULLER: Suddenly and peace- 
fully, on 27 March, ax Lancaster 
Lodge in Wimbfcdao. aged 90 years, 
Alfred Autwoe, Commons Coannis- 

‘ saner. Beadier of Lincoln's Inn, 
widower of Alice, much-loved father 
of Katc-Maigarct. Eumy and Charles, 
and grandfather of Laura and Cohn. 
Funeral service at Sr John the Bop- 
tsr Church. SpcoCcf HiD, Wimbledon. 


Births, 


Disease Sodetv, enquiries to Andrew 
Holmes & Son (0181-572 3277). 
Grateful thanks to everyone at Straw- 
berry HiD Noising, Home. 

KELLt feaeetuDy at Oxford on 3t 
March, the Rev Dr John Norman 
Davidson KeOy. formerly Principal of 
Sr Edmund Hall, Oxford, and Canon 
of Chichester, beloved uncle and 
■ nreai-uude. Service £ or famil y »mi 
trends at St Edmund HaD Chapel at 
1 lorn on Ihesday S ApriL For details 
phone the Lodge, St Edmund HaD, 
01865 279000 Noi DM) please, but 
donations to Sir Michael Sobeli 
House, Omrchffl Hospital. Oxford. A 
Memorial Service will be held later. 

Artnou n c emmfa Bor Gazette Buci nS, 

marriages & deaths any be 

telephoned to 0171-293 20 U (24-traer 
answertag machine 0171-293 2012) or 
bad Id 0171-293 2010, and aRdbraed 
at £&50 a Due (VAT extra). 



on Friday ii April at Zpra followed 
bv private cremation. Enquiries to 
Wears & CottcriQ. 169 Merton Road. 
SW1S. -telephone 0181-874 7698. 

CAP LAN: 

died pea . 

.wife of 
eatiy grieved 
j. Jane and 

„ idren Daniel. 

Gideon. Jessica and Samuel, and 
her sister Molly. Funeral on Tuesday 
8 April, UOpffl, at Monloke Cre- 
maiarium: Esunfly Dowers only, do- 
nations if desired to the Alzheimer 



ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal opens the World 
Small Animal Veterinary Association Con- 
press. International Convention Centre. 
Birmingham. The Dachas of CtoucoW 
P-jtiun. National Association of Dccora- 


t»c and Fine Arts Societies (Nadias), at- 
taufc the Young Nadias Silver Jubilee Day 
at Hampton Court Palace. East Moiesey. 
Surrey: and attends a conceit in akl of the 

Ensfofi-Spcaking Union's Muric Fund at 

Drapers' HalL London EC2. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Guard al 
BoreeGsanls,lLain;No7ConipanyCbid- 
Rrcsm Guards memo the Queen's Guard, 
at P u dfc fa gham Palace, llJOairc 


Birthdays . 

Mr Alec Baldwin, actor, 39; Profes- 
sor Janet Bateiy, Professor of Eng- 
lish, King’s College, London. 65; Mr 
Timothy Bateson, actar r 71;MrTbny 
Bom MP, 72: Sir Jeffery Bowman, 
former chairman. Price Wfoterfiouse 
Europe, 62; Mr Marion Brando, ac- 
tor. 75; Canon Anthony Caesar, an 
Extra Chaplain to the Queen, 73; 
Miss Doris Day, actress and singer. 
73; Mr Dennis fbrx, fanner Direc- 
tor, Cauraald Institute GaQaies, 6& 
Mr William Gaunt, actor, 60; Tbe 
Duke of Grafton, cansexvationisi, 7lfc. 
Hen Helmut Kohl, German chan- 
cellor, 67; Mr Jonathan Lynn, di- 
rector. actor and author, 54; Mr 
Eddie Mnrphy. actor, 36; Sr Martin 
Noursc, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 65; 
SirJohn Smith, former MP, rounder 
of (be Landmark Thist, 74; Miss Jan 
Stedtaft actress, 74{ Lt-Cdr Sir God- 
frey Style, Governor, Queen Eliza- 
beth's Foundation, 82; Mr Francis . 
file, former chairman, Hue and 

L^ie, 84; Mr Richard 'Ibospson, gui- 
tarist and aongnrite^ 48; Sir Malcolm 


Thnnnan MP 58; Professor Kathleen 
THknson, scholar and amber, 91; Mr 
John Virgo, snooker player, 51; 
Professor Sir Michael Woodruff, 
surgeon, 86. . • 

Anniversaries 

Births: PhDip 01. King of France, 
1245; Henry I\£ Kmg of England, 
1367; Tbe Rev- George Herbert., 
clergyman and poet, 1593; John 
Abetneihy, surgeon, 1764; W^sh- 
ingtoolniqg; essayist and historian; ’ 
1783; Edward Erarett Hale, writer, . 

- mie st mm, 1366-Joseph AtaystofrS 
Ian) Dwan. film director; 1885; Doo- 
ley (Aithor) Wilson, ringer, 

Mario OirfMnn^MiC IMBain com-- 
poser, 1895; Henry Robinson Luce, 
pubfiriierandfi9tindez;-7lmBiidAr- 
tune magazines. 1898. Deaths: Pope 
Hanorius IY 1287; Bartofom6 Es-'. 
teban MnriEo, painter, 1682; Sir 
John Friend, executed for attempt- 
ing to assassinate King W illiam [IT 
1696; Sir Wiliam Parkyns, execut- 


ed (as above) 1696; Bishop Reginald 
Heber, hymn-writer; 1826; John W3- 
-soa (“Christopher North"), author 
and philosopher, 1854; Sir James 
Clark "Ross, explorer, 1862,- Frnnz 
Berwald, composer, 1868; Jesse 
Woodson James, outlaw, shot in the 1 
' back 1S82; Johannes Brahms, pianist 
and composer, 1897; Richard D’Oyiy 
’Caste, operatic impresario. 1901; 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann, era- 
. Gated by electrocution for the mur- 
der of the Lindbergh baby 1936; 
Conrad Veidt, actor. J943; Kurt Ju- 
Han Weill, composer, 1950; Ray 
(Stanley Raymond) Noble, band- . 
.lend er .and composer. 1978; Henry. 
Graham Gieene, novelist, 1991. On 
this day; die first ftany Express be* 
"gan ar Sr Jpfieph. Missouri across the 
United States, to Sacramento, Cak 
, ifonria, I860;- Mrs Emil y Pankfaurst - 
was sentenced to three yean* petal 
servitude for inciting others to place 
explosives at the house of David 
' Llqyd George, 19 13; Haile Selassie 
(Ras^ TaferiV was proclaimed Emperor 
of Ethiopia. 1930; i be fist London 


performance of the musical show Wo 
Rita was staged, 1930; -the Arab na- 
nons cooduded an orinistine with Is- 
rael, 1949; in Korea, a Japanese 
Boeing 727 was hijacked by nine 
Japanese and Sown to Pyongyang, 
1970; after two false starts, the 
Grand National was declared void, 
‘ 1983. Tbdar is the Fbost Day ofSainls 
. Agape, Chionia, and Ireae, St Bur- 
guudofintiac Are, St Nicetas, St Patt- 
erns of Ihonnuu, St Richard or 
Chichester and St Sixtus L pope. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen Adler. 
“Monet (i): Monet, in London". 
1pm. . 

Vkaoria and Albert Museum: Pauline 

-WA4wr,*aapaoesc fttiternnd Its Use 
in Conservation", ZJOpm. 

Jhte Gallery- Jonathan Blackwood. 
'“Circle and Constructive Art in the 
1930s", lpBL 

British Museum; George Hart. 
“Middle Kingdom Tomb Paintings". 


National Portrait Galltryt Andrew” - 

RobiitMMi, “ Representations t>f the 

Early English Monarchy . l.ltipm- 

Luncheons 

Catuida-UK Chamber of Commerce 
Mr David P. O'Urica. Chairman, 
President ami ern, fimadian Rwiw 
Limited, was the guest of honour and 
speaker at :i luncheon bcU yesterday 
by the Canada -UK Clwmher or 
Commerce at the Tower Thistle Ho- 
tel. London El. Mr Michael Chap- 
man, President of the Chamber, 
presided. 

Dinners 

Australian and New Zeabuxl 
Chandlers of Commerce 
Dr Don Orach, Governor i Reserve 
Bank of New Zealand, was the grant 
or honour at a dinner iieU ycdenJity 
evening by the Aoaralwn and Pfcw 0 
Zealand Ctumhetsuf Commerce. Mr *' 
John Collingv. High Commissioner 
for New Zealand, abu attended. 
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Truly conservative, clear and refreshing 


to deny them any edit a: an 
from £ prindpTcoSS ha ^ ,ea *y«today- S T !>I y t aikabout 

statememsotpo&yandin^AerS ^ haw-nos fe a nugget of 

case there is for supporting them in the mod ? m BtWsh pttftical 


is no need to pretend 
2hSSw manrfeSt0s texts worthy of 
J? ?S r -? e R? y° u d0 not Med to 
wJ! 1 Ca l DerTida t0 deconstruct 

the y do offer is material to 
t0 f 8 ^ Wiiat difference your vote 

Ma ^ Jr presented tnm- 


cconomy: the only way in which the 
poor ar e going to get richer is by the 
expansion of employment As for the 
KHies? conduct of the public finances, 
British books look handsome when 
viewed in the mirror of Maastricht. If 
you w eigh public expectations of gov- 
ernment spending, present and future, 
self as Stanley MacmfflarT 80(1 ?- DbUc preparedness to pay taws, 

the United Kingdom 

good” and then 2iWiet « fk- “JJ® has effected a balance which politicians 

fr°“ Bonn to Rome say 

a doctor?' -Mt-vafilSSk 

^Ireacfy healthy and the physician’s t^s b 
is to keep her in fine fettle. His is truly 
a conservative manifesto. J 

Conservative Britain is, no question, 
a comfortable place. It is a better-off 
place, compared with five years ago. 

Britain has more mobile phones, more 
televisions (and more channels), super- 


£ markets, 


finding very difficult to achieve^ 
Now the Major government h*$ 
moved on, opening British eyes to the 
costs of ageing. Proposals are in the 
manifesto to reshape pensions »nd 
care of the infirm okL Conservative 
Britain is better prepared for the 21st 
century. That is a big phrase; whether 
a government can prepare society for 
its future is debatable. But a fair case 
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for the time being the Conservatives arc 
content to let that public illusion alone. 

7b call the Conservatives the post- 
modern party might sound a double- 
edged compliment. Yesterday’s mani- 


3SWS can be made that foe Major gowni- 

good/ and, even vmhTbe eff^Tofthe a %«»dc^^abteioioUwith 


the punches of globalisation, but one 
where older social virtues are cher- 


look even * Cieatio Sr saw for their dotage, about the extent ished. It is a hard trick to pull off. The 

^ to which they can fe^ptfrnatefy expect* manifesto proposals to oie the tax 
noraiSviliitSiiw^ It wouldbeeco- successor generation to provide for system to endow women who stay at 

they may hbme is an effort in this direction, 
Norman numstr ?? ons of need to be equally realistic about what potentially expanding and equalising 

Clarke w ^ nne£ | 2 a pubhc health service can do for them, foe choices open to families. 

eiarKe, out it would be politically pun- given its fiiture claim on public buckets; That is an emotive word, choice. It 


would be bard to gainsay the mani- 
festo’s sense that the Zeitgeist still 
broadly runs in favour of expanding 
individual opportunity lo choose 
among providers, public and private. 

Yet foe manifesto also exhibits just 
how conservative the Conservatives 
have become since the heady 
Thatcberite days. Not to privatise the 
Royal Mail; not to make any grand 
promises about the rest of the state - 
this is to share the public’s sense that 
wholesale stripping of state functions 
has probably gone far enough. The 
manifesto, probably accurately, reflects 
foe way in which foe public still wants 


to apply commercial analogies to foe 
management of public services, 
including schooling and social bousing. 

The Independent has been specially 
interested in two subjects to. which, to 
its credit, the Tory manifesto devotes 
conskieiaWe Space -the British consti- 
tution, and Britain’s place in Europe. No 
one «>n say the Tory position on these 
crux questions is anything but forthright. 
Mr Major flies his oedouis openly as the 
unionist party. Committees, separate 
manifestos for Steotiand and Whies, flat- 
tery of difference north and west - these, 
the manifesto says, conduce to foe 
British ideal of diversity within union. 
Separate legislatures in Cardiff and 
Edinburgh would open a gateway to 
mnflitfl and, possibly. the break-up of an 
entity that works. Mr Major presents 
himself as foe true inheritor of the 
Victorian opponents of electoral change. 
Scottish devolution is a leap in the dark. 

As for Europe, Tbry Europe is an 
alliance of trading partners, able to 
enforce measures against the restraint 
of trade but impotent against the sov- 
ereign powers of foe UK Parliament. 
That this commits the Conservatives to 
farther grinding opposition to the 
stated intentions of all other members 
of the European Union is a straight- 
forward deduction readers of the 
manifesto are left to make. Its language 
on a single currency is fudged but a per- 
spicacious reader will have little doubt 
that no Major led government would 


join up now, later, or indeed ever. 

Let us welcome that clarity, even 
though wc do not support it. The Tory 
manifesto makes a refreshing read, for 
these two reasons. First, it helps dispel 
fashionable cam about there being no 
difference between the parties: there is. 
and they are enumerated here. Second 
it offers a straightforward picture of 
what Britain in 2002 would look like, 
if the Conservatives have their way. it 
would look pretty much like Britain in 
1997. And. in many ways, that is a bet- 
ter Britain than it "was in 1979. 

The heavens 
can’t wait 

A nything Professor Stephen 
XXHawking has to say commands 
respect. Bui his intellectual distinction 
does not mean he is always right. He 
seems to be suggesting that we earth- 
lings should deliberately hide ourselves 
and evidence of our civilisation in case 
superior alien intelligences pay us a visit 
that rums out to he unwelcome as 
Pizarro’s in central America at the end 
of the 15th century. But foe analogs is 
wrong. The spirit of curiosity which 
drove Columbus ought to power the 
exploration of the heavens, resources 
and intelligence and technology- per- 
mitting, in centuries to come. 
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Our medieval 
» treatment of 
Iraq’s people 

Sir. Thank you for exposing the 
dangerous infantilism of US policy 
towards “Saddam’s Iraq" (report, 
27 March: letters, 1 April). We are 
back to foe worst excesses of 
medieval despots where the 
opponent's serfs were slaughtered 
to make a point. 

“Starvation as a method of 
warfare" is explicitly forbidden by 
the 1971 additions to the Geneva 
Conventions. 

As the British government 
refuses to allow any Iraqis to spend 
the money they saved in British 
banks, Unicef has paid for water- 
purifying equipment to repair a 
little of the damage done % our 
bombing campaign in 1991. Ibis 
money is taken out of foe mouths 
of starving refugees in Central 
Africa. 

The comprehensive wrecking of 
a the Iraqi economy is equivalent to a 
9* “natural disaster" (according lo 
Oxfam) for the Horn of Africa, 
where remittances from Iraq once 
allowed a modest prosperity to 
many poor families. 

Demagogues such as Clinton _ 
and Major maintain themselves in 
power by pandering to foe most 
vicious populist scapegoating of a 
whole nation of 19 million people. 
JANET CAMERON 
Glasgow 

Sin Elias Davidsson (letter 1 April) 
points out that the UN embargo 
against Iraq contravenes foe 
Geneva Convention. Ibis should, 
of course, be quite sufficient to 
ensure foe immediate lifting of the 
embargo, but apparently it is noL 
Let me therefore point out foal 
it also directly contravenes the 
tk Convention on the Rights of foe 
Child, Article 24 of which enjoins 

parties to take appropriate 

measures both “to diminish infant 
and child mortality" and “to 
ensure the provision of necessary 
medical assistance and health care 
to all children with emphasis on the 
development of primary health 
care”. 

The convention does not have 
the force of law, but it does have 

foe immediacy of having been 

signed by almost every country in 
die world within foe last eight 
years, in most cases since foe 

embargo began- 

bill unton 

London N13 

Old Tory virtues 
forgotten 

. ^ Sin Some general election 

candidates might do well TO read 

the 1959 Conservative and 

Unionist Manifesto. This states: 
-Conservatism is more than - 
successful administration. It is a 
way 0 f fife. It stands for integrity as 
well as for efficiency, for moral 
values as well as for material 
advancement, for service and not 
' merely self-seeking. ■ 

How times have changed. 
MICHAEL FROST 
London 5RT9 

Sir. Having viewed with interest foe 

Halc-Bopp comet I can t help 

thinking that its significance has 

been mU U appeared mour 
skies about foe Dme John Major 
railed the election and is set to 
disappear by early May. Is it not 
$ therefore a sign 

- • T seeh - that there wfll be a Labour 
.landslide at foe election? 
CATHERINE BARMBY 
London, N6 



Sin Confirmation that, under the 
Tbries, even rogues are not what 
they used to be comes from Dr C D . 
Knight (letter, 29 March). He 
refers to “rogues in high places 
caught with their pants down and 
their fingers in foe tin". The tills “in 

high places” are presumably on the 
upper floors of department stores, 
ana only foe incompetent would 
hope to run downstairs with stolen 
when their trousers are 
around their ankles. 
ERNESTRUDD 
York 


lion" (front page headline, 2 

April) -surely despite yesterday’s 
April Fool and today’s (2 April) 

letter, the obvious candidate must 
be Swampy. Thtton constituency 
lies to foe west of foe airport and 

covers many of the most affected 
areas. Think again S wampy? - • 

ADRIAN BANFIELD 
Buckley, Ctwyd ' 

Britain left 
behind in space 

Sir. The article by Charles Arthur 
(“Spaceship of future will ran on ■ 
fre&hair", 28 March) on Nasa’s 
projected Hyper-Xsi^ce vehicle, 
once again highlights Bntain s 
current ineptitude when it comes to 

aerospace technology. 

FOr 20-Odd years after the 
Second Woridfakr. Bntamled foe. 
world in the developm ent. of a ero^ 
engines, from the early turbines of 
SirFrank Whittle, through to the 
unique Rolls-Royce Pegasus that 

first took tothe afr to I960 f 

powering the? 1127 “Jump **> 
the forerunner of the Harrier. . _ 
Since then, brilliant engineers 


and designers, such as Alan Bond 
and David Ashford, have been 
totally frustrated by an apparent 
lack of interest from successive 
nemments and an absence of 
dal support from a private 
sector that is only interested in 
short-term profit- Such an attitude 
has resulted in Britain falling well 
behind the United States and even 
France in export sales of aerospace 
hardware. 

Whilst the work-force at Rolls- 
Royce continues to produce 
excellent jet .engines for the world's 
airlines, their pioneering spirit 
seems to have deserted them and, 
as Charles Arthur reports, the next 
generation of engine designs - 

new technology -will 


be emerging 
factories. 

JM TRACEY 

Liverpool 


Battle for the 
Normandy bridge 

$in There is a veritable aimy of 
B ritish veterans of foe Norisandy 
landings in 1944 who are entirely 
with' Madame Axiette Gondree- 
Pritcbett (“Pegasus Bridge veterans 
vow to liberate museum”, 31 
March). They support foe action 

foe is taking over the Airborne 

Porces Museum. They know and 
welcome her intention not to clo se 

the museum but to run it better 
with their help. 

They do not want a large, 

commercialised theme park. They 
want a quiet, ample dignified 


memorial, respectful of the 
memory of their fallen comrades 
and a genuine place of pilgrimage. 
That is what Madame Gondrde- 
Pritchett's parents wanted, it is 
wbat she equally wants and what 
foe Britfeh veterans want. The 
French authorities know and 
respect these views. 

This remarkable woman (of 
Anglo-French citizenship) is an 
honoured guest of veterans’ 
organisations throughout Britain. 

I write as one of those veterans, 
in fall knowledge of the weight of 
numbers and personalities behind 
the cause which we share with 
Madame Goudrde-PritchetL The 
great need is for her supporters to 
make their voices heard, loud and 
clear, without delay, to ensure that 
right prevails. 

BERNARD ADAMS 
Taunton 


Last straw for a 
nation in crisis 

Sir. Dear, oh dear. Here we are at a 
time of crisis three years from the 
Millennium, or is it four years? We 
are suffering from the malignant 
force of the comet Hale-Bopp and 
finally up to our necks into the 
sleaze and tedium of a lengthy 
general election campaign and 
what does Paul McCann do? He 
fails the entire nation ("Why 
Britain (and Anna Fora) is 
swearing by foe Grundys”. 2 April). 

It was Grace Archer, Phil 
Archer’s first wife, not the 
matriarch Doris Archerwho died 


in a stable fire in 1955 to divert the 
nation from the launch of ITV. 
Doris Archer lived on for many 
years and died only fairly recently. 
AGNES SPIER 
Sheffield 


The oath doctors 
don’t take 

Sir. The Hippocratic Oath (letters, 
2 April) is well known among 
doctors, and a copy hangs on the 
wall of foe medical school where I 
graduated in the 1950s. Bat I was 
never asked to take foe oath, and 
suspect that this is true of man)' and 
possibly most other doctors in this 
country. 

More important, medical 
students are unlikely to derive their 
ethical principles from an oath, 
whether ancient or modem. They 
get them from their families, foeir 
teachers, their peers and their own 
experience, with a little practical 
advice from foe General Medical 
Council thrown in for good 
measure. 

Professor PETER J SCHEUER 
London NW11 


Zaire rescue 

Sin Your report that UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan has endorsed 
a plan for an all-African military 
force (21 March) is welcome, if 
long overdue. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
refugees currently fleeing foe 
fighting in central Zaire needed an 
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international military intervention 
last October. Plans for such a force 
were well advanced when it was 
sacrificed for entirely political 
reasons. 

The lie that these refugees had 
somehow ceased to exist has been 
exposed by. among others. 
UNHCR chief Sadako Ogata, who 
visited the Tingi Tingi camp before 
it was overrun in February. Ms 
Ogata has described foe situation 
in Zaire as the worst her agency 
had faced, and she bas accused foe 
international community of 
abandoning her staff (report, 26 
March). 

An international force - any 
international force - to alleviate 
the plight of these refugees is vital, 
bui it must have both foe resources 
and the resolve necessary to 
intervene in difficult and' politically 
sensitive situations. 

JOHN O’SHEA 

Director 

Goal 

Dun Loaghaire, Co Dublin 


Time’s up 

Sin Having spent the best part of 
the morning of Easter Day running 
round foe house like a maniac, 
hunting for instruction manuals in 
order to change foe lime display on 
docks, watches, videos, computers, 
etc: 1 have concluded that foe 
nonsense of summer time should 
be abolished forthwith. 

The concept of making foe 
whole nation jet-lagged may have 
been viable when most families had 
only one dock and, if wealthy, 
father had a wristwatch, but in a 
modern-day industrialised society 
its time has* passed. 

BRIAN WORBOYS 
Broomfield, Essex 


Fool’s gold in 
Nazi U-boats 

Sir: Divers may he living ofT the 
coast of Argentina hi find a sunken 
U-boat with looted Nazi gold 
(report, 2 April) but it is unlikely 
that they will find anything. 

The general idea of a “Fourth 
Reich" had been used by British 
Intelligence to fan American fears 
that the Nazis might find sanctuary 
in South America and undermine 
foeir traditional economic markets. 
FBI officers investigating this 
alleged “safe haven" eventually 
traced the source of the myth of 
Nazi treasure being sent to South 
America by submarine at the end of 
foe war. 

They discovered that it was 
largely the work of the British black 
propagandist, Sefton Dclmcr. His 
black radio stations broadcast the 
idea to German troops as part of an 
operation to undermine foeir 
confidence in foeir leaders. 

This false story first surfaced in 
1962 in a German newspaper, 
Kobiische Rundschau. It seems that 
Delmer's clever dirty trick is still 
doing the rounds. 

STEPHEN DORRIL 
Holmfirth, 

West Yorkshire 

Way forward for 
bridleways 

Sir: I sympathise with Stan Haynes 
(letter, 27 March) over what 
government and EU agricultural 
policies have done to the 
landscape. If the bridleway he 
mentions being ploughed out is a 
public bridleway he should be 
aware of the laws that should be 
obeyed by foe farmer. It is an 
offence to plough a bridleway at all. 
unless it is a cross-field and the 
field cannot conveniently he 
ploughed without ploughing across 
foe path. Even then, >l must be 
restored within 14 days. 

It is astonishingly difficult to 
persuade local authorities lo 
enforce these laws, and many such 
paths and tracks are ploughed out 
each year. It is particularly tragic 
when an old trackway is ploughed 
out as a whole ecosystem of wild 
flora and fauna goes with it. 
CHRISTOPHER PAD LEY 
Joint Secretary 

Lincolnshire Field paths Association 
Market Rosen. 

Lincolnshire 


Netanyahu owes 
us nothing 

Sir: Anthony Moore (letter. 26 
March) demands of Mr Netanyahu 
that he not “play his domestic 
politics to the detriment of our 
worldwide interests." Why? Has 
not the world (with the exception 
perhaps of the United States) 
played its domestic oil-related 
interests to the detriment of Israel 
for the last 50 years? 

Mr Netanyahu was elected to 
safeguard the interests of Israel 
and the Israeli people. Looking 
hack in history 1 cannot see any 
reason why he should he obliged to 
adapt Israel policy to the interests 
of the international community 
generally and Britain in particular. 
RWILLERS 
Wembley fir rk, 

Middlesex 


Clear the train! 

Sin What I would like to sec 
(Letters, 25 March) are “other- 
people-free" carriages. 

TIM McGRATH 
Cambridge 
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The Tory war of the 
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In Scotland, the Conservative 
Party feces not merely the 
voters, but also its own 
army of malcontents. 
Stephen Goodwin 
investigates the strange 
story of serial resignations 


S cottish Tories are hop- 
ing that the selection 
of Paul Cullen, tbe 
seemingly upright 
Solicitor General for 
Scotland, to fill the sudden 
vacancy in Eastwood heralds an 
end 10 a nightmare of back- 
stabbing and resignations. 

They may be lucky. Michael 
Forsyth. Secretary of State for 
Scotland, was at 'least able to 
launch his kilted version of the 
Conservative manifesto yester- 
day without being pressed on 
the persona] “indiscretions” of 
erstwhile colleagues or the 
grisly consequences. None the 
less, the party hierarchy and 
staff at the headquarters in 
Leith remain in a state of para- 
noia. A glance back over the 
past 10 days suggests that they 
may have good reason. 

It would certainly be instruc- 
tive for Mr Cullen, as a new- 
comer to party politics, to inves- 
tigate how he came to be 
chosen to fight the Tories' safest 
seat in Scotland. Though an 
advocate of 15 years standing, 
he will seldom have delved into 
a gruhbier business. 

Eastwood became vacant on 
Monday, 24 March, when 
Allan Stewart, a colourful for- 
mer Scottish Office minister, 
decided not to stand in the 
south Glasgow seat he had 
held since 1979. “Ill-health" 
was cited, but weekend papers 
had blazoned allegations of a 
relationship with a married 
woman he met at clinic for 
drinks problems. 

The next day. Sir Michael 
HirsL chairman of the Scottish 
Conservative Party, was heav- 
ily tipped as the front-runner. 
He had been an MP from 1983 
to 1987. and seemed to fit the 
bill, because Ian Muir, the con- 
stituency chairman, wanted a 
“high-profile politician”. 


After expressing the usual 
sympathies for the departing 
Mr Stewart and his “terribly dif- 
ficult decision". Sir Michael 
made plain his own willingness 
to stand. But tbe Eastwood 
executive decided to wait 24 
hours until the deadline for 
applications before shortlist- 
ing Sir Michael. And in the 
interim the knives went into the 
51-year-old party chairman. 

Mr Cullen would need all his 
prosecutor's skills to extract a 
confession as to who actually 
dialled the tabloids to reheata 
four-year old rumour of Sir 
Michael's gay liaisons. But the 
deed was certainly done, and 
presumably by one of those 
lories described on Tuesday as 
"malcontents” by the new party 
chairman, Annabel Goldie. 

The calls fell on fertile 
ground. The Sunday Mail and 




Daily Record were already 
working on the Hirst story. 


working on the Hirst story, 
though neither had clinching 
photographic evidence. Believ- 
ing that the story was about to 
break, the Record contacted 


Tory HQ and panic set in. 
The only foe of Sir Micl 


The only foe of Sir Michael 
actually to go public was the 
former MP Anna McCurley - 
like him a victim of the 1987 


going to allow him to walk off 
with Eastwood. 

Although it is not known 
who is responsible, the mal- 
contents' sabotaging Micky's 
chances at Eastwood seems 
deliberate - but forcing his 
resignation as chairman does 
not. “The plot got out of 
hand,” said one Tory insider. * 
“It went horribly wrong, 
though I don't think you will 
find many of his enemies pin- 
ing over his departure.’' 

Sir Michael notified the 
Eastwood executive late last 
Thursday that he did not wish 
to pursue the vacancy, and next 
day invited three senior col- 
leagues to his home near Glas- 


gow to discuss his predicamenL 
The three were Miss Goldie, 


Toiy wipe-out in Scotland. She 
said that she would rather see 


said that she would rather see 
Donald Duck as the candidate 
in Eastwood than Sir Michael 
- a colourful outburst that 
damned her own slim chances 
into the bargain. 

Their rivalry is longstanding 
and personal, though not 
ideological. Sir Michael is a 
middle-of-the-road pragmatist; 
McCurley almost a left-winger. 
In 1989, McCurley lost to Sir 
Michael in a bitter contest for 
the presidency of the Scottish 
Conservative Association, the 
voluntary arm of the party. 
Eight years later, she was not 


The three were Miss Goldie, 
then Sir Michael's deputy; Jack- 
son Carlaw, who has now suc- 
ceeded her; and Sir Adrian 
Shinwell, immediate past pres- 
ident of the voluntary wing. 

Accounts of the meeting 
vary. The Sunday Mail painted 
a florid image of party chiefs 
working on a “shell -shocked” 
Sir Michael for hours to extract 
a resignation. The officers insist 
that the decision was Sir 
Michael's own, but they are 
sfient about any advice he was 
offered. 

Sir Michael’s friends believe 
he fell on his sword out of a 
“boy-scoutish” sense of honour 
when more calculating politi- 


Switch 


cians - aka Nefl Hamilton - 
would have delayed to see if the 
newspapers had sufficient dirt 
to finish him. “Micky is a 
superb motivator for the party, 
but in some ways he is rather 
naive," said one. 

The weekend drama also 
saw the summary departure 
from party headquarters “by 
mutual agreement" of the press 
officer George Birred, a confi- 
dant of Sir Michael who had 
argued fiercely for the chair- 
man to hang cm. 

Leadership fears of further 
embarrassment were height- 
ened on Monday with claims 
by the gay rights group Out- 
rage of a gay network within 
the Scottish parly. Peter 
Tatchell. the group's leader, 
said there was “considerable 
resentment" about the influ- 
ence of the gay clique, and 
hinted at exposures. But 
latched has made such threats 
before, to little effect; plainly 
the Scottish party has more to 
fear from its own malcontents 
than Outrage. 

After getting through yes- 
terday's manifesto lanncfa with- 
out Sir Michael's name being 
mentioned - he was lying low 
in a holiday cottage in the 
Highlands - the leadership is 
hoping that the press has 
become bored with the affair. 
Though there does not seem to 
have been any direct ideologi- 
cal motive for the downfall of 
Sir Michael Hirst, Michael 


D uring election time any story 
connected with politics is even 
bigger and it is our misfortune 
in Scotland that its two recent 
stories could not have come at 
a worse time. Allan Stewart MP has been 
MP for Eastwood for a decade and a halt 
A former government minis ter on two 
occasions, he is respected within his con- 
stituency and throughout Scotland by 
Conservatives and opponents alike. A 
pleasant personality hides an extremely 
sharp brain - a First in economics at Sl 
A ndrews University, no less. 

Stewart fell foul of the drink problem 
a fact that was known to many within the 
constituency -and those who knew rallied 
round to help. One would expect nothing 
less. He was given “secret” treatment at a 
clinic - in Scotland. But there is nothing 
secret in Scotland. A Sunday Scottish 
newspaper, while expressing sympathy in 
its editorial, was not sympathetic to any 
claims or suggestions of privacy. The 
world and his wife in Scotiand were fold. 

While the publicity was unsettling there 
were no demands or even suggestions that 
he should resign his seat - indeed why on 
Earth should there be? And then it turned 
out that a relatively elderly woman whom 
he bad met at the clinic was staying at his 


by Ross Harper 


house. And why not? There was no sug- 
gestion of an improper relationship and! 
am quite sure that with alcoholics who are 
undergoing treatment a problem shared 
leads to a problem solved 

But whether or not the relationship was 
deemed to be improper was neither here 
nor there. The publicity was, as one now 
comes to expect, considerable and Stewart 
decided, rigntly or wrongly, not to put him- 
self forward for election. 

Personally, I would rather he had left 
that matter to his constituency to decide. 
I am sure dial, given the feet that he was 
an outstandingly good and respected MP, 
he would have been comfortably re- 
elected His resignation, however, led to 
the second even more harrowing tragedy. 

Sir Michael Hirst was a Member of Par- 
liament for Bearsden until 19S7. Unlike 
many of his Scottish compatriots who lost 
seats he did not turn his attentions to the 
quieter, greener and more conservative 
pastures of southern England but stayed 


Forsyth and the Tbry right in 
Scotland could emerge from 
the smoke and wreckage in a 
stronger position. 

“Micky", in his distinctive 
tartan' trews, was an engaging 
personality on the cheese-and- 
wine circuit, but bo political 
soulmate of the right-wing Sec- 
retary of State. In Miss Goldie 
and Jackson Carlaw, Forsyth 
has natural allies at the head of 
the party machine. And in Paul 
Cullen, there is a right-inclined 
candidate fighting Eastwood, 
instead of a potential rival with 
skeletons in his cupboard 


and save 


on in -a vain effort to re-establish Bears- 
den aS a Conservative seat.- He was an 
extraordinarily good chairman of the Scot- 
tish party No invitation was ever refused, 
no constituency unvisited and no audience 
too smalt What 1 had always assumed to 
be a non-executive job became an execu- 
tive one for him. 

Rumours had circulated for a number 
ofyeats about an indiscretion after his per- 
sonal assistant was “exposed” in the finest 
traditions of the British press by The News 
of the World in respect of other alleged 
homosexual activities not involving Mickey 
Hirst. Nothing but nothing was ever pu£ 
lished because there was nothing but 
nothing to publish.Tbe tragedy assumed 
Romeo arid Juliet proportions when Allan 
Stewart 'resigned and the safest seat in 
Scotland became free. Some Conservatives 
who knew of the rumour were worried that 
if Hirst was adopted as a candidate for 
Eastwood the rumours of the past would 
surface. Others harbouring grudges cam- 
paigned against Hirst using such rumour 
and innuendo as bad always been available. 

One person in possession of the detail 
of the allegations told them to the party 
apparatchik in Scotland. It seems dear that 
some had not heard of the old rumours, 
which had been dismissed tty most of us as 
fanciful, baseless and indeed irrelevant 


In arw event a stage-two process 
afolded First of all Hirst saw the folly of 


unfolded. First of all Hirst saw the folly of 
taking a risk by going for Eastwood where 
he would, in my opinion, have been an 
excellent candidate and an outstanding 
MP. On the following day he was further 


confronted. A pressphone call had been 
put into Central Office asking about the 


allegations, thereby suggesting that the 


press knew of them. Perhaps the person 
' who had told the officers of the allegations 
had convinced himself (or herself) that the 
allegations were proven. Perhaps they 


were worried that they corid be proven. 
The real tragedy of this unhappy sag 


The real tragedy of this unhappy saga 
is that on current evidence Hirst need not 
have resigned since there was nothing 
more to the story but tittle-tattle. In 
resigning, however, he admitted a past 
“indiscretion”, giving substance to the 
rumour. 


Now how did all this come about? 1 ^ 
believe that the person who originally gave 
the statement to the part)- apparatchik was 
doing so “for the good of the party". This 
stopped Hirst standing for Eastwood. Yet 
some would argue that if Hirst was open 
to a dramatic exposure then the story 
would be just as newsworthy against him 
as chairman of the party whether or not 
he was a candidate. There were others 
undoubtedly who did not want him to be 
a candidate, and they will no doubt haw 
to answer to themselves in periods of 
reflection. 

There is of course a third theory :ihai the 
whole matter was a conspiracy to slop 
Hirst at Eastwood launching a new 
political career for many, many years 
from that base. I reject that theory, how- 
ever seductive it may sound. The sudden- 
ness of the timing makes it all rather com- 
plicated. 

Conspiracy, care for the party or mal- 
ice. it matters not - Hirst withdrew from 
Eastwood. However we have, in subse- 
quent events, a masterpiece of cock-up. It 
was in no one's interest that Hirst should 
resign in disgrace as chairman unless 
harbour Conservatives who wish us to lose ^ ' 
the election as heavily as possible and wipe 
Scottish Conservatism off the map. 

The really ugly lesson for me is that after 
the events, some of those involved are still 
peddling stories of malice, intrigue and 
division within the party. For once I don't 
blame the press. It's no crime to listen. 

How will this affect the Conservative 
Party in Scotland? As of yesterday The 
Scotsman showed that the Conservatives 
we re to dimb. The Glasgow Herald said the 
reverse. Personally, I do not believe that 
any of this nonsense will have an effect on 
the electorate. The issue is not whether the 
chairman of the party had an indiscretion 
many years ago or whether Allan _ Stewart 
Was wise in housing a woman in his house. 
Fortunately the electorate will address 
other issues and L for one, avoiding the tar- 
tan tax in London, will resolutely vote 
Conservative. 


Professor Harper is a funner president of the 
Scottish Tories and lias recently retired as 
president of the International Bar 
Association 


Transfer your existing 
credit card balance to 
Bardaycard and receive a 
refund of up to £150 
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Of teeth and glue and low-flying fingers 


I spent half an hour the 
other day trying to rub 
superglue off ray finger 
with a pumice stone. I had 
been trying to mend my son’s 
toy plane-lfs one of those 
planes you can wind up by 
twirling the propeDor, but 
my son decided Lo cut out 
the propellor-twirling and 
just treat tbe thing as a 
glider, so he had been flying 
the poor plane into walls and 
trees until finally the tail 
section snapped off. He 
asked me to mend it. I 
remembered we had some 
superglue somewhere ... 

What I should have done, 

I suddenly realised as I 
rubbed at my finger, was to 
follow my dentist’s tip. It was 
before Christmas that I last 
paid a visit to the dentist, a 
man I always enjoy chatting 
to as he has a fund of 
interesting opinions and facts 
which I can clandestinely 
recycle into articles. But 
during one of those enforced 
bouts of silence where he is 
concentrating on getting as 
many fingers as possible into 
your mouth, I found myself 
thinking about his gloves. I . 
still haven’t quite got used to 
dentists in gloves. Most 
professions get more 


informal as time goes on. 
Chauffeurs scale down their 
uniforms and policmen look 
more casual. But dentists 
have recently taken to 
wearing gloves, for the 
somewhat chilling reason 
that they do not want to 
catch HTV infection from 
their patients (and we do not . 
want to get AIDS from our 
dentists), and so they pull on 
these five-fingered 
contraceptives before delving 
among our roots. 

“What’s it like having 
those gloves on all the 
time?" I asked him when 
first 1 could. 

“These?” be said, looking • 
at them as if he had not 
noticed them before. “Oh, 
they’re great. You get used W 
them very quickly. 

He leant inside my mouth 
again. When be came out, he 
said: “I wear them at home a 

lot." 



Miles . 

Kington 


I said. 

“For the mucky side of 
family life, anyway. There 
are lots of things you do 
round the.home which make 
your hands very dirty, 
meaning you have to spend '■ 
hours with Swarfega 


afterwards, but if you wear 
these gloves there’s no 


problem. Mucking around 
with the’ car engine, changing 
oil, clearing drains, anything 
messy - then chuck the 
' gloves away ..." 

1 suddenly thought of the 
I35L few times I bad had to 
replace the chain ou my 
. bicycle, and how there is no 

way round getting incredibly 
ofly hands, which is always 
embarrassing if you have to 
shake hands with anyone 
within the next couple of 
hours. 

• “Where do you get these 
gloves from?" I asked. 

“Man comes round selling 


them. Got piles downstairs. 
Wfcnt to buy a box ? Corid 
do you a special price ...” 

And that is how I became 
the proud possessor of a box 
of 100 Latex Medical Gloves. 
Non sterile, beaded cuff, 
ambidextrous, high tensile 
strength (I am reading from 
the box now), optimum 
sensitivity, single use, lightly 
powdered, made in Malaysia. 
Oh, and low protein. Why it 
is good for gloves to be low 
protein I do not know ... 

Since that day I have on 
several occasions had my 
bicycle chain come off in the 
middle of nowhere, and 
every time I have hod the 
comfort of blowing that 1 am 
the sole owner of 100 
medical gloves which would 
have been ideal for the job if 
only I bad remembered to 
bring them with me, instead 
of leaving them at home. 

So when my son came to 
me and said. “Dad, the tail's 

come off the plane again." it 
was but the matter of a . 
moment to get the superglue 
arid tbe metrical gloves, and 
at last put them to good use. 

“Why are you wearing 
strangler's gloves. Dad?" 

I explained. He was 
impressed. He took another 


pair of gloves for himself, 
and tried to strangle himself. 
1 got to wurk. Ten minutes 
later the plane was fixed. 

“You can fly the plane 
again now." I called. 

He gave up his strangling 
experiments, came and took 
the plane from my hands. As 
he took it away, a long finger 
cumc out from my hand and 
stretched with the plane. 

“Dad." .said my son. "your 
hand is glued to my plane.” 

"Not my hand." I said. 


“Only my glove! That was 
the whole idea! Clever, eh? 


“Not if you're trying to fly 
it." he said gloomily. 

I have to say that it didn’t 
fly very well with a latex 
glove streaming behind it, 
though it did look rather 
good in a surrealist sort of 
way. Later we tried to peel 
the glove from the plane. 
Wouldn't come off. Damned 

good stuff, superglue. So wc 
snipped and snipped, and 
nmv there's only a finger 
stuck to the plane. 

“Why is there a finger on 
vour plane ?” his friends ask 
him. 

."It’s tin on-board 
windsock." I have taught him 
to reply, but l fear his heart 
is not iu it. 
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the commentators 


US report reveals 

secrets need a 

short life cycle 




a hollow man 


L T *j? ur and Conservatives 
M I i hke ^ they are in 
> * .rfwyoiir of open govero- 
menL Yet Britain continues to 
onJ y °ne of the 

wontTs strictest systems of das- 

smdatiou for government doc- 
uments, but more generally a 
cbmate of secrecy in which the 
burden of proof is on those 
who ask to see public records. 
The presumption is never in 
favour of those who want to 
know what really happened. 

Recently both British political 
parties have been quick to bor- 
row new ideas from the United 
States. WiU they now adopt a 
strange Yankee notion: that the 
presumption ought to be that 



Godfrey 

Hodgson 


. |A the people have a right to know 

Will Britain 
ever adopt 
the strange 
Vankee 
notion that 
the people 
have a right 
to know 
what then- 
government 
is up to? 


there is a reason why public mat- 
ters should be kepi private? 

The US is rightly seen as a 
model of openness in compar- 
ison with die choking pall of 
secrecy that hangs over Britain. 

Now in Washington a high- 
powered Commission on Pro- 
tecting and Reducing Govern- 
ment Secrecy has just published 
a ringing call for even greater 
openness. It points to the dan- 
gers of the cult of secrecy cre- 
ated by two world wars, the 
nuclear arms race and the Cold 
War. And it concludes that 
“information shall be classified 
only if there is a demonstrable 
need to protect the information 
in the interests of national secu- 
rity". Classifying documents as 
secret, top secret and the like 
should be kept “to an ahsoiute 
minimum" 

The report reveals that there 
are currently over 1.5 billion 
pages of records in government 
vaults that are over 25 years old and still clas- 
sified. The commission, chaired by Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York, a 
Democrat, was made up of men and women 
from a wide variety of backgrounds, including 
the arch-conseivative Republican Senator 
Jesse Helms of North Carolina; the veteran 
Democratic foreign affairs expert. Congress- 
man Lee Hamilton of Indiana; John Deutch, 
the recently retired Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency; and even - surety unthink- 
able in Westminster or Whitehall - a journal- 
ist, Ellen Hume, formerly of The Wall Street 
Journal. 

The Commission proposes the creation of 
a National Declassification Centre, to declas- 
sify documents as fast as they are classified. 
And it suggests a “life cycle for secrets’- Nor- 
mally documents should not remain secret for 
more than 10 years, it says; in no case should 
they remain secret for more than 30 years, 
unless it can be demonstrated that actual dam- 
age would be done to specific individuals or 
to continuing government programmes by 
making them public. 

The report includes an historical appendix 
by Senator Moynihan on how “a vast secrecy 
system" came into existence- From the time 
of World War I, Moynihan shows, the US 
recurrently faced espionage and occasionally 


sabotage, often carried out by 
first generation immigrants, 
first from Germany, then from 
Russia, and . later from else- 
where. This led to a_“Hun 
within" syndrome, to measures 
designed to check, loyally, and 
ultimately to the witch hunts of 
the years after World Wir H. 
Where normally, Moynihan 
points out, the existence of 
secrets requires that they be 
defended, in the American 
expe rien ce, secrets came about 
because of the perceived Threat 
' The threat, and the secrecy, 
redoubled after the Bolshevik 
revolution- of 1917. Evidence 
has recently been found in the 
Soviet archives, for eanxpk. 
that John Reed, the Harvard 
graduate who wrote Ten 


That Shook the World (made 
into the film Reds) was a soviet 
agent, paid just over one million 
roubles on January 22, 1 920 in 
gold, jewels and other valu- 
abiesfor Par ty w ort in the US. 

Moynihan points out that 
the Cbld Wir presented the 
United States with an “awful 
dilemma", "lb preserve an 
open society,” he writes, “it was 
deemed necessary to take mea- 
sures that in significant ways 
dosed it down. A culture of 
secrecy evolved." 

There are striking examples 
of the dangers of secrecy, even 
in the relatively open atmos- 
phere of Washington. In 1957, 
for example, - the “Gaither 
report” predicted that there 
would be a “missile gap" 
between the US and the Soviet 
Union in the early 1960s. “The 
missile gap turned out not to 
exist, but the aftermath of a 
massive scare echoed on and 
on", affcrting US strategic thinking and swelling 
defence budgets for decades. ' 

“The Cold War is over,” the Senator writes. 
“Yet this most pervasive of Cold War era reg- 
ulation persists." There is massive over-clas- 
rificotion of documents, and “the principal con- 
cern of the dassifieis is not with national 
security but with gpven u nental embarrassment 
of one sort or another”. 

The perpetuation of Cold War secrecy, 
Moynihan argues, is not only expensive and 
absurd; it is dangerous. ‘The United States will 
be best served by the largest posable degree 
of openness." lb do otherwise, he says, “is to 
invite preoccupation with passing conspiracy, 
after all we have sacrificed in tins century to 
destroy sustained consjftraries that might very 
well have destroyed us”. 

As so often, the apparent parallels between 
Britain and America are deceptive. If Amer- 
ican secrecy has reflected an immigrant soci- 
ety’s paranoia about loyalty, British secrecy 
results from the instinctive assumption of a 
governing dass- politicians and civil servants 
alike - whose democratic instincts are weak, 
that what is done in onr name is none of our 
business. Wanbny Kail’s Labour understand 
any better than Harold Wilson’s the fearful cost 
we pay in many ways for keeping what is hap- 
pening in our society from ourselves? •' ' 


T his manifesto is the 
Prime Minister’s 
last wil] and testa- 
ment and it bears 
every hallmark of 
the Mayor years; starting with 
his own picture on the front 
cover, bailing for his grand 
entrance on manifesto day was 
a time to meditate on that 
familiar physiognomy, for it 
will soon be gone. 

His Bps, through which be 
squeezes out those near autistic 
verbal mfetiaties end lumpen 
dichfs, look even mare tightly 
clenched than before. His so- 
ordinaiy face beams with -that 
same unexpected vanity: how 
often in the past people 
mistook his modest accom- 
phshmenis for modesty. In the 
end, ambition was all that pro- 
pelled turn: now with the party 
all about him in ruins, it is afi 
that gnawing him 
The musk stops. Out steps 
the man. This is not a One 
Nation c ampa i gn , but a One 
Man campaign: he alone at the 
podium, his Cabinet not on 
the platform but relegated to 
the darkened front row of Uie 
press conference, ftom now on, 
n is he alone on the soap box, . 
lonely captain of his smkng 
ship, his rudder snapped, a 
lone believer that he can still 
win. For the rest of them it’s 
sauve qui pan, every man for 
himself with the lifeboats 
rowing hard for the horizon. 

Here in this manifesto, we 
have the man’s own last signa- 
ture, with all his -fa flings and 
disappointments intact, the 
quintessential Major in style, 
form and lack of content- The 
vision thing was never zn him. 
Instead he offers a little dull 
tinkering, a little meanness 
(though nothing savage), more 
of the same on every front - an 
idea-free zone tailored to 
please (but not enough) the 
selfish instincts of Ins lost Mid- 
dle England. His demise will 
not reach the great tragic 
heights of the fall of the House 
of Thatcher in this manifesto 
he departs with a whimper. 

Looking back, there is 
disappointment, oh yes, for 1 
was among those who wel- 
comed his victory as leader 
with some enthusiasm. When 
the cacophony and constant 
revolution of the Thatcher 
years over-reached itself and 
the Iron Lady was laid low by 
hubris, the sight of plain, ordi- 
nary John was welcome balm. 
Here at last came a sane, prag- 
matic type to operate the trains 
and drains. His very verbal 
incapacity, I thought, bode well, 
delivering us from the high 
flown rhetoric and the danger- 
ous religious fervour of both 


by Polly Toynbee 



The vision thing was never in him. Major 
offers dull tinkering a little meanness - 
an idea-free zone to please Middle England 


left and right during the 
Eighties. John the Bank Man- 
ager would suit us welt do the 
nuts and bolts and let everyone 
else get on with the more 
important things in life-work, 
children, love, art, sport, what- 
ever. More than that, he made 
two good promises: he would 
put Britain “at the heart of 
Europe" and give us a classless 
society. “A nation at ease with 
itself" was a delightful phrase, 
the only seductive words of his 
entire career, healing and 
reassuring. 

What is left of all that now? 
A country further at the edge of 


Europe with a populace which 
has been dangerously and delib- 
erately mislead on that key 
issue in cynical pursuit of elec- 
toral gain. At ease with itself? 
No, a nation more divided 
between haves and have-nots 
than at any time this century: 
Three times more people truly 
poor; the poor actually poorer, 
and the rich much tidier. The 
grosser tax gains and bemuses of 
the fat cats offend even those 
without a shred of socialism in 
them. At the same time the 
abject poverty of millions spills 
out to frighten those who have 
done well, the majority who 


should and could be enjoying 
the 33 per cent real gains of the 
past 18 years if only they felt 
belter about it. 

Here is a country so uneasy 
with itself that it does not even 
trust the colour of the money 
the present boom has pul into 
its pockets or the glowing eco- 
nomic indicators flashing up on 
its screens. Sleaze stories and 
family values hypocrisy might 
have been shrugged off by an 
electorate less filled with dis- 
taste for the politics of the 
Nineties. For the conviction 
politics of the Eighties were not 
replaced by u new efficient 


managerial era, but by a time of 
no conviction about anything, 
cynicism in high places, so 
value-free it was mown off 
course by any puff of contrary 
wind. The moral of John 
Major's fate Is that leadership 
matters more than the pork 
barrel. 

So him dues his lost testa- 
ment read? Its prose and its 
promises are as elevating as the 
prospectus of a building society 
about to float on the Stock 
Exchange. Low bribes and 
enticements offer large sums to 
those with most money, smaller 
sums for small savers, nothing 
at all for those with nothing. It’s 
the old True Blue war-cry, “To 
them that hath shall be given!” 
If, that is. you are inclined to 
believe it. for here is a measure 
of fantasy finance to take your 
breath away. Captain Major is 
leaning over l he edge of his lilt- 
ing ship waving worthless lOUs 
to anyone who will saw him. 

The manifesto’s Bis Idea is 
small and dishonest. This same 
government which halved the 
married couples allowance now 
gives some of it back. Worth 
some t'lS a week to two million 
couples, it will go to wry few of 
the poorest working people 
and the richest will benefit 
most. It is a feeble sop to family 
values, excluding the one third 
of children not living in married 
households. If the aim was to 
help those struggling to care for 
children and invalids, increas- 
ing carers' benefits and chil- 
dren's social security would 
have done the trick. 

For the rest, the manifesto is 
thinly packaged with old ideas. 
Schools will be prodded into 
more local management, and 
more housing estates will be 
handed over to housing associ- 
ation or private hands (a policy 
which has signally failed 
through many previous 
attempts to get it right). The 
promise on insurance to cover 
care in old age is either far too 
expensive or worthless. The 
promise to cut inheritance and 
capital gains tax Is a large gift 
to the very rich. The promise to 
reduce income tax to 20p will 
do nothing for the six million 
poorest employees. 

The manifesto blazons the 
Government's “Golden 
Bequest" - economic success 
that is indeed impressive. It 
ought to be dazzling enough to 
win a thundering great majority 
for any government. Why isn't 
it? Because in the end. money 
isn't everything. The writing of 
this manifesto shows how little 
John Major has understood 
the scale and reasons for bis 
failure, how little he ever 
grasped the writing on the wall. 


I rony is one of those journalistic 
words which becomes as worn as 
a piece of soap in a cheap hotel. 
This week, for the first time in 10 
years, I went to Strasbourg, one of 
my favourite cities (a city in which I 
have often had recourse to worn 
pieces of soap in cheap hotels). I 
experienced something with so 
many layers of crude irony, that it 
might have been scripted for a tele- 
vision movie. 

Zn a town which has been fought 
| over by the French and Germans for 
several centuries, I saw young 
French men and women and young 
Germans fighting side by side. To be 
precise, they were, in the spirit of 
anarchic European' unify, smashing 
up kerbstones and hurling them at 
the CRS, the French riot police. 
They were doing so (supposedly) to 
protest against the semi-submerged 
racism and anti-Semitism of Jean- 
Marie Le Fen’s National Front. The 
battlefield they chose -without 
thinking about it or, as far as 1 could 
see, about anything other than their 
evening’s entertainment - was next 
I0 the Synagogue 

Avenue of Peace. The battle vras all 
over in less than five minutes.The 
fashionably black-clad young French 
and German anarchists scattered at 
the first baton and tear gas charge 
bv the CRS - themselves fcfohmgty 
attired in a new design of felt-lmed, 

smoke-blue helmets. 

’ Iwastripty-annpyedv^thflie 

Benetton and Gap anarchists. They 
had broken with the spirit of an oth- 
erwise peaceful demonstration 
against the NF national congress. 
They had given the odious Le Pen - 
a malevolent down - sometiung to 
bray about the next day- And, 
am honest with myself, * 
disappointed that, after I todston- 
blcd on the scene at just the right 
moment, they dtd not provjden^ 
with a better punch-up and a better 

story, r 

I t would happen in Strasbouis- 

Brusscls is a famously airreal 

„.i — c — . capital, is also given to 

*- mh, attractive . 
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While designer 
rioters clash 
with police in 
the surrealist 
streets cf 
Strasbourg, 
the naked truth, 
outwitted 
by a caramel 
bar, goes on ; . 
trial inMeaux, 
one of the -■ . 
cheese capitals 
of Ike world 


quantity. I first went there in 1980 to 
cover the European Parliament and 
went back often over the next seven 
years. The Parliament, with all its 
pretensions and barminess, was an 
intriguing place. The (Efferent 
nationalities of the EU were lipped 
out of the isolation of their comfort- 
able Brussels homes and offices and 
pitched together for a week at a 
time. Strasbourg, as 1 knew it, was a 
place of weird political alliances, 
impossible cross-cultural friendships 
and ill-advised affairs. 

It was epitomised by Bang the 
Bells, a barand restaurant in the 
gloomy backstreets near the station, 
patronised by Ftench stage-criminal 
types. lt was run, with a tongue of 
iron, by a rotund middle-aged lady 
in an eyesight-threatening nylon 
dress. I have forgotten her name. I 
have forgotten the real name of 
Bang the Bells, if I ever knew it - 

It had been colonised by Irish 
Euro MPs and, up to a pcant, British 
Labour members, then m the fall . 
rage of socialist Euro-scepticism. . 
Mostly the cross-cultural relation- 
ship in Bang the Bells was Franco- . 

-tosh. It was called Bang the BeOs 
because you had to ring to get in 
after a certain hour. 

Karaoke was perpetrated in Bang . 
the Bells long before the word 
entered the English language. One 
night John Home, the leader of the 
SDLP, was obliged to sing, in a fine 
quavering baritone, "The Ibwn I 
Loved So 'WelT. Another night 
Frank Cluskey, Dick Spring’s prede- 
cessor as the leader of the Irish 
Labour Party, a sweet bear of a 
man, was approached by an Irish 
visitor. “Mr Chtskey," she said, “is 
this how socialists eat?" Frank 
looked down at what was a p erfectly 
normal gargantuan Strasbourg meal. 
“Yes, missus," he said. “Through my 
gob like everyone else." 

fter the riot manqui on the 
■Avenue of Peace, 1 walked 
.into the city centre. Its nar- 
row old streets had been wholly . 
occupied by roving gangs of French 
and German kids from that da/s 
demonstration. They were smas h ing • 

■ the wpa? nna l window, lighting bon- 
fires. playing tom-toms, juggling 
with dubs, rolling joints. It was &e • 
being in a medieval city which bad 
just been stormed by a foreign army. 



French and Germans march together against Le Pen Photograph: AFP 



The Strasbourgeois were nowhere 
to be seen on the streets but were, 
mysteriously, occupying their nor- 
mal places in all the restaurants. I 
joined them happfly for a while. 
Afterwards, I was drawn by migra- 
tory instinct towards Bang the BeOs. 
I knew it would not be there. 
Madame of the lurid dresses did a 
runner years ago. Some misunder- 
standing about tax. apparently. 1 
found what 1 believed to be the his- 
toric site. It is now occupied by a 
perfectly oixfinaiy-Joaking formica 
and aluminium bar. Ah, the town I 
loved so well ... 

M eaux is a dull town east of . 
Paris best known for cheese 
(it is one of Lhe capitals of 
the Brie country). It risks becoming 
more famous later this month for a 
court case, a riddle found in a 
caramel bar, and a middle aged phi- 
losophy teacher who stripped naked 
in front of hfe pupils. 

Bernard Detrance, 51, feces a stiff 
fine and possibly the sack. He 
deserves, in my opinion, the L&gkm 
d’honnew. His classroom striptease 
was an act of immense courage, per- 
formed to encourage his pupils to 
think for themselves (something 
which the French are beginning to 
realise that their technically excel- 
lent but rigid school system does not 
do often enough). 

Tb jolt life students out of conven- 


tional thought patterns, Mr 
Defiance has for 20 years, without 
previous complaint, played a game 
with his 18-ycar-oId pupils called 
“ strip-phi! o". He has even written a 
book about it. Willing candidates 
have to answer questions on the 
theme of “Qui suis-jc?" (Who am 
I?). If they get a question wrong, 
they remove a piece of clothing. At 
the' insistence of his students, Mr 
Defiance also takes part 

In November last year, a pupil 
came up with a riddle he had found 
on the wrapper of a caramel bar: “7e 
sws Sophie, maa je nesuispas 
Sophie. Qui sws- je?" (I am Sophie 
but I am not Sophie. Who am 1?) 
Mr Defiance could not solve the 
riddle and ended up naked. One of 
the other pupils complained 10 his 
parents. They complained to the 
police. 

The key to the riddle is that it is a 
pun on the verbs etre (to be) and 
suave (to follow). The question can 
also be understood as: “I follow 
Sophie but I am not Sophie. Who 
am I?” The answer is: ^Sophie’s dog 
or Sophie’s lover." Mr Defiance 
feocs the court case on 21 April with 
Socratic equanimity. He is ashamed, 
he says, of only two things: that be 
did not realise that one of the stu- 
dents was uncomfortable with the 
game; and that he, a teacher of 
phflosphy for 30 years, was defeated 
by a riddle from a sweety bar. 
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Saudi prince 
takes 5% stake 
in ailing Apple 


David Usbome 

New York 


Saudi Arabia's Prince al-W&leed 
bin Talal the billionaire mogul 
famed for putting his dollars in 
enterprises that are down but 
□ot oul stunned the computer 
world yesterday revealing that 
he had bought 5 per cent .of 
Apple for $1 15ra (£70m). 

The investment represents yet 


one more intrig uing twist in the 
ceaselessly suspense fill saga of 
Apple Computer, the once- 
reared pioneer of the home PC 
that recently has been brought 
to its knees by Bill Gates' 
Microsoft 

It comes on the heels of the 
revelation last week that Ralph 
Ellison, the unpredictable chair- 
man of Oracle Software, was 
considering building a coalition 


Prince al*Waleed's shopping list 


Mar 97 Buys 5 per cent stake in TWA for $14.3m 

Buys 5 per cent stake in Norwegian Cruise . 
Lines for $20m 

Buys $500m complex to house a new Four 
Seasons Hotel in Riyadh 
Buys six of Lonrho's American: Princess Hotels 
for $560m 

Ian 97 Buys Granada's Hotel George V In Paris for 
£104m 

Mar 96 Announces “family values” multimedia 

entertainment centre with Michael Jackson 

Dec 95 Buys 50 per cent of the property housing 
London's Four Seasons Hotel for $50m 

Oct 95 Takes 25 per cent stake in consortium buying . 
Canary Wharf for £700m 

July 95 Buys 4.1 per cent of Silvio Berlusconi's TV 
empire in a $700m deal 

Sep 94 Buys 25 per cent stake in Canadian hotel 
goup Four Seasons for £78m 

July 94 Buys 50 per cent stake fn San Francisco hotel 
chain Fairmount Hotel Management 

June 94 Buys 20 per cent of EuroDisney for £235m : . 

1993 Takes 11 per cent stake In New Vt»rk 

department stores group Saks Fifth Avenue 

Apr 91 Acquires 15 per cent stake in Citicorp, the US 
bank, for $750m, which he reduces to 9.9 per 
cent, making $268m 

Apr 88 Part of a consortium taking control of United 
Saudi Commercial Bank in Riyadh 


of investors to make a bid for 
control of Apple. 

The news will also turn the 
spotlight once more on Prince 
aJ-Waleed and his investment 
activities. Only two weeks agp 
he caused similar astonishment 
by buying a S per cent stake in 
another Titan of American 
industry that has assuredly seen 
better days: Trans World Air- 
lines. 

The Prince, wbo is a nephew 
of King Fahd, controls from his 
Riyadh base an ever-expanding 
portfolio of investments that 
includes hotel chains, enter- 
tainment and broadcast empires 
and development properties. 
Also last month, he announced 
the acquisition of 5 per cent of 
Norwegian Cruise Lines. 
Earlier this year, he purchased 
the luxurious George V hotel in 
Paris. 

Speculation will be fuelled on 
what his next target might be. 
There has been industry gossip 
for some weeks, for instance, 
that he might attempt a rescue 
of Fokker, the ailing Dutch 
plane maker. 

The Prince’s special hall- 
mark, however, has been giving 
the benefit of the doubt to 
large businesses that have stum- 
bled into trouble. Most spec- 
tacularly in that regard he made 
large investments at moments 
of critical difficulty in the Ca- 
nary Wharf development in 
London’s Docklands and in 
the Euro Disney theme park 
outside Paris. 

His foray into Apple and the 
manoeuvnngs of Mr Ellison 
may not be in conflict with one 
another. Mr Ellison has made 





$115m bytes: Apple’s new shareholder; Prince a(-Wafeed (teftyand rts embattled chief executive Gil Ameflo 


plain that he is not interested 
in owning Apple outright but in 
buikfing a coniraHng 51 percent 
stake. Will Street would like 
nothing more than for Mr El- 
lison - or anyone for that matter 
- to succeed in buying Apple. 

All the while, the news from 
Apple seems only to get worse. 
Its embattled chief executive of 
only 13 months, Gil Amelia, re- 
cently announced plans to lay 
off about 30 per cent of its 
remaining payroll - 4,000 
workers - in an effort to restore 
profitability. 

In the last five quarters, Ap- 
ple has lost almost Sib n and is 


report 
[about 
e rot set in as the 


this month to 

afurthei 
S700m 

company suffered a drastic 
erosion in its market share in 
the face of the combined jug- 
gernaut of Microsoft’s operat- 
ing software and Intel's chip 
technofogy. 

“I have been following the 
technology industry for quite 
some time, and Apple in 
particular for a number of 
months*" Prince al-Whleed said 
in brief statement yesterday. 

■' “I believe there is serious po- 
tential for Apple to provide 
large returns torts stockholders 


once again, as it did in ihepagL” 

The Prince, whose grand- 
father was the founder of Saudi 
Arabia, Hm Saud, said that he 
was aware of die activities of Mr 
Ellison and added that he will 
“monitor events closely", to 
see what comes of them. 

Displa ying his Unusual flair, 
Mr Ellison has invited current 
Apple stockholders^ and other 
interested" parties to offcrtheir 
opinions on his takeo v er p roject 
by conversing directly with him 
via e-mail. 

The wisdom, meanwhile, of 
the Prinoe’s TWA investment 
has aot yet become apparent. In 


the few days after acknowledg- 
ing his5 percent stake into the 
airline, it has been hit by sug- 
gestions from its own firm of au- 
ditors that its fixture viability as 
agoing concern must now be in 
question. On Thesday, the ear- 
ner raid it anticipated first- 
quarter losses that, would 
“si gnifican tly exceed” those of 
a year ago. 

' Lastyear, the Prince also act- 
ed against the normally con- 
servative traditions of the Saudi 
royal household by forming a 
joint venture with Michael Jack- 
son to co-operate on concerts, 
ftims, television and fun parks. 


GEC puts in bid for Thomson^ defence wing 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


GEC, the electronics and de- 
fence group, has caused con- 
sternation in Paris by declaring 
a formal interest in buying 
ThomsoD-CSF, the defence 
wing of the French state-owned 
electronics conglomerate, 
Thomson S A 

The French government, al- 
ready acutely embarrassed by 
the collapse of a previous at- 
tempt to privatise the entire 
Thomson group, finds itself 
back at square one. It began the 
whole Thomson privatisation 
process early last year to block 


an alliance between its defence 
wing and GEC. 

In its classically Gallic at- 
tempt to privatise the group 
while controlling its ultimate 
destiny, the French govern- 
ment finds itself hoist on its own 
petard. Paris made it clear last 
month that it wanted the mili- 
tary electronics division of 
Thomson to be paired with an- 
other French defence company, 
or other companies, as the first 
stage of an anticipated restruc- 
turing of the country's military- 
industrial complex. It left open 
the possibility of a bid for its 58 
per cent share in Thomson-CSF 
by a European company, in or- 


der to avoid upsetting the Eu- 
ropean Commission or its EU 
partners. 

But it let it be known that oth- 
er European companies would 
do better to stay out of the bid- 
ding and tty to form strategic al- 
liances with the reshaped 
French industry. British Aero- 
space is known to have been un- 
happy with this formula, fearing 
that Paris wished to steal a 
global march on its EU partners 
by creating a kind of France Mil- 
itary-Industrial Inc. A spoiling 
bid from GEC - if this is what 
it is - was not anticipated, how- 
ever. 

Although neither the com- 


pany nor the French govern- 
ment would make a formal 
comment, it was widely report- 
ed in Paris yesterday that three 
declarations of intentions to bid 
had been received by last Fri- 
day’s deadline. 

One came, as expected, from 
the Lagardere group, owner of 
the Matra missiles, space and 
telecommunications company, 
which was the senior partner in 
the wideT privatisation deal 
which collapsed in December. 
The second came from the oth- 
er officially recognised French 
suitor, the space and telecoms 
company Alcatel Alsthom. The 
! came from GEC 


The French government must 
announce tomorrow which of 
these preliminary bids ft intends 
to entertain. Final bids, with 
firm figures, must be received 
by 7 May. Thomson-CSF has a 
turnover of £4bn. The govern- 
meDr’s58u4per cent stake is val- 
ued at around £13bn- •' 

In London shares iu GEC 
rose strongly on the Thomson 
bid reports. They dosed 75p 
higher at 383p, making GEC the 
best-performing blue chip yes- 
terday. 

If the French government 
simply refuses to accept the 
GEC bid the British company 
could complain of unfair na- 


tional preference, leaving Paris 
to face a potentially awkward in- 
vestigation by the Brussels 
Commission. 

Sources in the French de- 


yesterday that GEC’s move 
was tactical. They said the 
British company, which already 
shares ownership of Matra 
Marconi with Lagardere, and 
has a joint venture with Al- 
sthom, might just be underlin- 
ing its interest in' further 
alliances with the French de- 
fence industry. . •_ 

By putting m a bid, which the 
French government would have 
to handle with tact, it might 


strengthen its chances of mak- 
mg deals with whatever mffllary- 
industrial structures emerge 
from the byzantine Thomson 
privatisation process. 

The first attempt at selling off 
the entire Thomson SA group 
was halted in December after 
the French privatisation watch- 
dog objected to the terms. Un- 
der the first deal struck by the 
government, the defence com- 
pany would have gone to La- 
gaidere, which would then have 
relinquished the ailing con- 
sumer electronics company, 
Thomson Multimedia, to Dae- 
woo Electronics of South Korea. 

Comment, page 23 



pips 
rivals in 
mobile * 
race 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


Orange, Britain's youngest - 
mobile phone network, ytstcr- 
day showed it has outstripped 
its rivals so for this year in the 
race w sign up customers, as 
Ccilnet slipped further behind. 

Throe networks - Orange, 
One 2 One and Ceilnct - fol- 
lowed the lend of Vfotiafane ear- 
lier this week in releasing 
customer numbers for the fir?T4k_ 
throe months of the year. They? 
show the two older networks, 
Vodafone and Ccilnet. have 
been growing more slowly than 
Orange and 0ne20ne, raising 
doubts about their marketing 
strategics. 

Orange's subscriber base in* 
creased by 109,000 between 
January and March, a much 
stronger rate than amdysts bad 
forecast, bringing total cus- 
tomer numbers to 894,000. The 
group also revealed that chum, 
the rate at which customers 
leave the network, rose slightly 
to 19.1 percent from 18.fr per 
cent in December. Orange 
shares rose Up on the figures, 
to 207p. 

The real surprise came from 
Onc20ne, the company jointly 
owned by Cable & Wireless and . 
US West. It grabbed the num-A 1 
ber two spot in the growth 
league by adding 75,000 net new 
subscribers in the fust quarter, 
taking customer numbers to 

620.000. The statistics vindicate 
the network's expansion strat- 
egy under its recently appoint- 
ed managing director, Jan 
Peters. An extra £lbn is being 
invested to raise the network’s 
coverage to 80 per cent of the 
UK, while an estimated £20m 
has been spent on television 
advertising. 

The 0ne20ne numbers eas- 
ily beat those from Vodafone, 
released on Thesday, which 
showed net subscriber growth of 

67.000. 

Cetlnet trailed well behind its 
rivals, growing its customer 
base by just 12,000 in the first 
three months of the year to 2.7 
million. The company, 60 per 
cent-owned by BritishTelecom, 
blamed the figures on changes 
to contract terms which had n>* 
duced customer notice period# 1 
to one month. 

Analysis also said customer 
discount packages had back- 
fired. Jim McCafferty, from 
stockbrokers Hoare Govett ex- 
plained: "The lesson for Cell- 
net is there's no point in adding 
customers today if they’re go- 
ing to leave tomorrow." 


MMC calls in watchdog over 
investigation into British Gas 



after TransCo bill 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The gas watchdog, Ofgas, has 
been called back for a last- 
minute hearing before the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission as part of its investi- 
gation into British Gas's 
pipeline charges, making it 
almost certain that the MMC’s 
conclusions will not be made 
public until after the election. 

The news is likely to fuel 
already intense speculation in 
the industry that Clare Spottis- 
woode, the industry regulator, 
has foiled to win MMC support 
for her controversial plans to 
slash BG’s pipeline charges, 
cutting £30 of average annual 
gas bills for domestic customers. 

BG. which mounted an un- 
precedented public campaign 


against the proposals, has 
claimed it will reduce its rev- 
enues by more than £400m a 
year, making it almost impos- 
sible for the company to pay div- 
idends to shareholders. 

The speculation boosted 
BG's share price yesterday, 
which gained 3p to dose at 
164.5p in heavy trading. 

Ofgas yesterday confirmed 
that officials, likely to indude 
Ms Spottiswoode and her chief 
economist, Eileen Marshall, 
have been asked to return to the 
MMC to give further evidence 
on Tuesday. The move sug- 
gests the final report, which will 
run into hundreds of pages, will 
be delayed although the MMC 
was not available for comment. 
The hearings, on-going since 
before Christmas, were thought 
to have finished. 


An Ofgas spokesman said: 
“The MMC have requested 
another meeting with us. We're 
obviously more than willing to 
oblige." He denied that the 
move suggested the MMC was 
unhappy with Ofgas’s case. 
“This is a two-way process. We 
are just doingour best and help- 
ing the MMC wbea they ask us 
for further information.'’ 

The completed MMC report 
was due to be han ded over to 
the regulator on Monday 14 
ApriL Both Ofgas and BG have 
privately admitted that even if 
the document was handed over 

within this deadline, it would not 

be made public until after the 
general election. 

The bead of one independent 
gas supply company, who did 
not want to be named, said the 
additional hearing suggested 


BG was likely to come out of the 
MMC process, which the group 
instigated, in better shape than 
Ms Spottiswoode. "If BG get 
the cuts in charges reduced by 
more than half the Ofgas figure 
then they will claim it as a 
major victory." 

Another industry source who 
attended one of the MMC 
hearings said; “The panel con- 
sistently referred to BG share- 
holders as ‘Sids’. If the MMC’s 
task is to decide what is in the 
public interest, then talking 
about Sids suggests they inter- 
pret that phrase iu terms of 
shareholders as weQ as con- 
sumers, which of course is good 
news for BG." 

A BG spokeswoman declined 
to comment. “This is a matter 
for the MMC and we never dis- 
cuss speculation." 


One of the longest established 
independent gas suppliers has 
gone bust, the first company to 
collapse since British Gas in- 
trodoced tougfr new roles for use 
of its pipeline network last year. 

BeO Gas, winch had signed up 
A500 mainly business customers 
from its office at Brent Cross in 
North London, called in the re- 
ceivers on 22 March after run- 
ning op undisclosed debts. Its 
animal turnover was believed to 
be approaching £10m. 

A week before the manage- 
ment called in the receivers Bell 
was understood to have re- 
ceived a substantial bill Grom 
TransCo, the British Gas 
pipeline drriskm, for problems 
with “daily balancing”. 

Last September suppliers 
using the TransCo network had 
to accurately match how much 
gas they put in the system with 


demand from their customers. 
If the sums did not add op at 
the end of the day they faced 
punitive charges to buy or of- 
fload gas. TransCo confirmed 
it was owed cadi fry Bell, though 
sources denied rumours the 
bill was for almost £400,000. 

Ofgas, the watchdog, said 
none of Bell’s customers bad 
been cut off because the supply 
base had been taken over by an- 
other supply gas company. 
Quantum. It also emerged that 
Quantum, which Is a creditor 
to Bed, bought the customer 
base just before the receiver- 
ship. ' 

The o3 giant Esso is also 
thoaghtto be owed money from 
the collapse, along with Bar- 
clays Bator. Bell Gas was cre- 
ated in 1993 after the opening 
up of the commercial market to 
competition. 
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Investment at 
Unipart ‘cut if 
Labour wins’ 


Chris Godsmark 


John NeSI, chief oecutive of the 
Unipart car components group 
and one of Britain's most out- 


atened to curb his invest- 
ment plans if a Labour gov- 
ernment implemented its policy 
on trade union recognition. 

Mr Neill, a fervent supporter 
of Thatcherite union policies, 
also eiaimeri that a high-profile 
speech by Labour leader Tony 
Blair in the F0r East last year, 
advocating a stakeholder econ- 
omy, was cased on one of- his 
ownspeeefaes. 

Launching a typically sca- 
thing attack on Labours em- 
ployment policy, Mr Neill 
labelled the party’s plans to 
force' empowers to recognise 
unions, which he saidwere part 
of a drive to implement the £u- 
rqpean Social Chapter, as “fool- 
ish" and “a step backward." 

-The policy states' that em- 
ployers should recognise unions 
m individual factories if a ma- 
jority of staff votes for it 

Referring to recent moves by 
Unipart to invest more than 
£90m in four joint ventures, Mr 
Neill warned: u We would not 
have- made this investment if 
we’d had the Social Chapter. If 
wc revert to that mindset it will 
havea profound impact on our 
forward investment plans.” 

Though Mr Neill's opposition 
to union recognition is well 
known. Unipart has a strong 
reputation for encouraging em- 
ployee involvement, including 
its much publicised “Universi- 
ty " for staff training. Unipart 



John Nelli: Threatened to 
curb investment plans 

this year donated £50,000 to 
Conservative Party coffers. 

The most surprising claim was 0 
that Mr Blair had copied a - 
speech by Mr Nettl urging em- 
ployers to adopt the vision of a 
stakeholder economy, a concept 
long advocated by the privately 
owned Unipart group. “That 
speech was based on one of my 
speeches. Peter Maodelson lola 
me that," Mr Neill said. 

A veteran nf union disputes 
during a spell at British Lcyland 
in the 1970s, he said: "1 ‘m not 
anti-union. 1 believe we've done 
things Which mean there should 
be no need to have a union." 

Asked whether Labour's 
policies had become more 
friendly to the business com- 
munity, Mr Neill said: 

“Blair has done a good job of 
leading his party but it's by no 
means dear whcthcr-hc can run - 
a complex economy. I suspect#. ; 
there arc a Jot of things we don't 
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'Conservative and 
Labour are going to 
find it exceptionally 
hard to stick within 
present spending 
commitments, and 
that’s without any of 
the new pledges 
contained in 
yesterday's Tory 
manifesto and the 
likely promises made 
in today's Labour 
manifesto’ 


Manifestos promise much but tell you nothing 


T|>^»see how Gonton Brow, and Al- 

aaSMESSssfts 

gains and inh erita™* 
^"^.^^I^^SteaneiaggetaiKxiThc 
is right to take a relaxed view. 

Furthermore, the manife s to hs it stands 
actually offers few dues as to the effect of 
t®* and spend commitments on the 

SS*"** the cost ofthe new 

transferable allowance is £12bn (Conserv- 

OT (Labour), it matters not a jot 

to the overall shape of the public fin an c es 
if onset by a corresponding tax rise else- 
wher« : And whether the 20p basic tax rate 
r “aspiration*’ or a “commitment”, its 
£6bn cost could easily be absorbed simply 
by leaving allowances unchanged for a 
while : Clever things, manifestos. They 
promise much, but they tell you nothing 
about how the books are going to be bal- 
anced to pay for it alL 

It will be labour’s turn today and the acay 

is likely to be a similar one, only in rather 
more alarming form. There wit] be lots of 
commitments. Central Office wffl wfldJy 
«jJS£xate their Body cost, and tbe manifesto 
■wul say nothing about how they are to be paid 
for. The truth of the matter is. that both par- 
ties — Conservative and Labour — are g mjng 
to find it exceptionally hard to stick within 
present spending commitments, and that’s 
without any of the new pledges contained in 


yesterday’s Tbiy manifesto and the likely 
pr omi ses ma de in today's Labour manifesto. 

Indeed public spending plans as laid 
down in last November's Red Book are 
already unrealistically tight. Despite the fact 
that both parties are committed to real 
increased spending on health, the Red 
Book envisages no real growth ia each of the 
next two financial years In spending of the 
National Health Service. In reality, spend- 
ing on the NHS will continue to rise in real 
terms, whatever the Government does to cap 
it- That extra spending is going to have to 
be paid for with deeper cuts elsewhere. Add 
in the new commitments now being entered 
into and if either party were as good as their 

to what remains of the road-buildfng^pro- 
gia i mne and a lot more besides. 

Alternatively they could allow borrowing 
to rise above Maastricht limi ts or just raise 
taxes. Labour or Conservative, the latter is 
all too likely to be the option chosen. 

GEC’s Thomson bid is 
an important test 

T^uH marks to GEC for calling the French 
A government’s bl uff an d putting in a for- 
mal b id for ThorascmGSK GEC was told very 
firmly not to bother, for what Prance wants 
to do is both have its cake and eat it - flog 
off the government's remaining 58 per cent 
stake in Thomson but have the company ab- 


sorbed into some French-owned industrial 
complex which remains 
of the state. All very 

Unfortunately for France, there is now 
such a thing as the European Union, and 
even if France doesn’t much like that British 
invention. Lc Single European Market, it 
must abide by its rules. These require thai 
even in defence-related matters, all Europe 
is one, ai least in so far as bidding batiks 
are concerned. 

GEC, the unwanted outsider, must there- 
fore be allowed into the auction. And just 
in case the French planned to bury the bid 
without fair consideration, GEC's interest 
has now leaked. Whether this was by 
or otherwise, the publicity certainly won't do 
GEC’s cause any harm. The cause of Euro- 
pean integration and fair play vriD meanwhile 
be given a powerful shot in the arm. 

Smce GEC is saying nothing about any of 
it, H is hard to tell precisely what its motives 
are here. It may well be that the bid is merely 
being used as a negotiating lever to extract 
the best of any alliances on offer with the 
French defence electronics industry. For ihe 
moment, however, we have to assume 
GEC’s bid is for real and it really wants to 
buy Thomson. Certainly such a (teal would 
make eminent sense and given the level of 
consolidation that is going on in the US. it 
is also probably vitally necessary. 

Britain’s two leading defence companies. 


■rench^Bcd industrial I Eurroewba B ta,ppenin*» iheUS^jWc ^ bloody nose, would surely have 

ains at the beck and call | they Save been bkSedlw the I ? f "’"’TT. 

v Gallic. of Europe’s national govennoetns, which on , dump™ and her partial success with the 

.V — I the whole Stin regard defence as a uojp P™** of dom " lIC aunpelilton 

for integration. France, the leading offender, 
but others too, could hardly be more stmn- 


sidiled in then apjHoix±.WhlKWi cross-bor- 
der mergers, Europe’s defenc e indoa iy B 
going to flounder and die, otflefo ssca a po 
outbid in world markets by the emergBg 
behemoths. Domestic orders alone wm not f 
be enough to sustain these companies tftney j 

are to remain competitive. 1 

GEC's bid for Thomson could prove an 
important test, not just of the robustness of 
European competition policy in the racertf 
powerful national opposition, but also of the 
willingness of nations, when push comes to 
shove, to accept full industrial integration. 

Cruickshank may be 
the only survivor 

XT That to make ofthe fattest machinations 
W at the Monopolies & Merg ers C om- 
mission over tbe gas pipeline charges row. 


tween regulator and utility in the short his- 
tory of privatisation? The fact that Clare 
Spoil iswoode, the regulator, is being asked 
to give more evidence to the MMC at such 
. ( a late stage does not look good for her. ( 

GEC and British Aerospace, are very much j though it is just possible this is a formality, j as an excellent regulator, steering a demand- 
at the forefront of moves to mirror in i If ihe MMC sends Ms Spottiswoodc away i ing but never excessive course. is well earned. 


phase oi domestic gas eomnciuw 
counting for nought. But she may We to 
go anyway. In recent weeks die bus been cas- 
tigating Labour’s windfall tax, hardly a wise 
move if she wants to stay in the job*. 

As a Labour administration moves ever 
□carer, the chances of a regulatory blood- 
bath grows. Labour has made no secret or 
its unhappiness with Professor Stephen Lil- 
li echild, the electricity regulator. With the 
strong possibility that domestic power arm- 
petition will degenerate into farce next 
year, the Part)’ may well bring forward its 
plans to merge the power and gas regulator* 

into one. Industry gossip suggests Dieter 
Helm, from the consultancy group Oxera. 
could be in with an outside shout- 

And what about lan Bynit. at Ofwal? 
Scarcely a day goes by without another 
tough Ofwat statement criticising water 
company excess, but few expect ihis has done 
enough to repair the animosity between Mr 
Bjyatt and Labour's environment chief. Frank 
Dobson. Which leaves, cr. just Don Cniick- 
shank at Oft el. Fust experience, including 
many an impressive spat with British Tele- 
com, suggests he will land on his feet. Of the 
bunch, Mr Cruickshank stands the best 
chance of survival. And for a change, it wun't 


be cronyism that saves him. His reputation 

den 


Airbus gets British Midland order 


Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

British Midland, the country's 
second-largest scheduled car- 
rier, placed a £600m order 
yesterday with Airbus Indus- 
trie, the European plane mak- 
er, to replace 20 jets in its fleet 
The airline, which has nev- 
er before bought jets from the 
European manufacturer, will 
take delivery of the first planes 
next year. British Midland 
plans to replace most of the 
older Boeing 737 jets in its 35- 
strong fleet. The order will bol- 
ster Airbus’s order books and 
is the laigest placed by a British 
company with the European 
aircraft consortium. 


The Derby-based airline or- 
dered eight A32ls with 196 
seats and 12 A320s with 160 
seats and will take delivery of 
the jets over the next five 
years. 

The Toulouse-based aircraft 
maker is a consortium owned 
by Aerospatiale of France and 
Daimler-Benz Aerospace, 
which both own 37.9 per cent, 
plus British Aerospace, which 
holds 20 per cent and Spain’s 
Construcciones Aeronaulicas 
SA with 4.2 per cent 

The Airbus aeroplanes will 
hold more passengers than the 
Boeing 737s and smaller 
Fokker and Saab aircraft now 
flown by British Midland. 

British Midland was not able 


to say which other jets would 
be phased out when it started 
flying the Airbus aeroplanes 
next spring. 

Sir Michael Bishop, chair- 
man of the privately-owned 
carrier, said the deal was sig- 
nificant because it was the first 
time the airline had broken 
away from its traditional sup- 
plier, the American giant Boe- 
ing. 

Sir Michael was careful to 
point ont that the derision to 
use Airbus did not signal the 
end of the airline's relationship 
with Boeing. 

“We derided on a policy of 
having both Airbus and Boe- 
ing. We are not chopping Boe- 
ing and we wfl] be adding 


more Boeing aircraft in future. 
In tbe past we’ve been almost 
exclusively customers of Boe- 
ing. 

“Bat for technical and fi- 
nancial reasons we went for 
Airbus. The Airbus A3 21 was 
suited to our short-haul routes 
and the financial terms were 
more favourable.” 

Indnstiy observers also 

g routed out Airbus had bene- 
ted from a strong American 
dollar. ‘Airbus lias become a lot 
more competitive in the past 
year basically because the dol- 
lar is very strong,” said one air- 
line executive. 

Tbe airline has successfully 
attracted passengers on its re- 
vamped European services and 


bad been looking to expand ca- 
pacity at slot-constrained 
Heathrow. The new planes 
wSl increase seating by more 
than 50 seats on some routes. 

The larger planes will allow 
British Midland to fly more cus- 
tomers into crowded Euro- 
pean airports using the same 
number of flights. 

The airline is optimistic 
about growth and has the op- 
tion to change some of its or- 
ders for the A3 20s to larger 
A321s if the European market 
grows. 

Much of the extra space 
available on the larger jets will 
be taken up by British Mid- 
land's new business class. 

The airline has consciously 


moved up-market in an at- 
tempt to distance itself from 
the proliferation of low-cost, 
no-frills airlines that have 
sprung up in Europe. 

The deal is not yet complet- 
ed as a decision has yet to be 
made on which engine will 
eventually end up under the 
Airbus's wings. 

In the running are CFM1. the 
Fnmco-American consortium 
which includes General Elec- 
tric, the IAE partnership, 
which includes Rolls Rovcc. 
Pratt & Whitney, and the 
Japanese Aero Engine Con- 
sortium. 

A derision on engines would 
be made by July, a company 
spokesman said. 
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CompuServe, tbe pioneer com- 
puter on-line service widely 
used in Europe but which has 
been struggling in the United 
Stales, may be about to be gob- 
bled up by its biashly-sucoess- 
fid rival, America Online. 

CompuServe, 80 per cent- 
owDed by the leading US tax ac- 
counting firm H&R Block, saw 
its stock price leap in trad i ng 
late on Tuesday and again yes- 
terday on industry reports that 
it was the target of a putative 
AOLbid. . 

A successful bid by AOL 
would inevitably attract close 
scrutiny by US fab -competition 
regulators. If allowed, such a 
deal would transform the on- 
line provider sector, leaving 
the field essentially to just two 
industry giants, AOL itself and 
the smaller Microsoft Network. 

CompuServewmild not con- 
firm the reports, however. “Tb 
our knowledge we are not cur- 
rently for sale,” a spokeswoman 
at company headquarters in 
Columbus, Ohio, insisted. “Tb 
our knowledge there are no 
offers on the table”. 

Shares in CompuServe none 
the less rose 5 per cent in early 
trading in New York yesterday 
after leaping a hefty 19 txr cent 
in the previous two trading ses- 
sions. _ 

H&R Block has made no 

secret of its desire to spinoff the 
remainder of its holding m 
CompuServe, which has seen its 
position as industry leader 
stolen by AOL. While foreign 
subscriptions to Us service, has 
recently climbed moderate^* 
the US membership feu to 1.7 

million from 1-8 

By contrast, AOL, based m 
Viremia, has seen its customer 
tally soar to 8 million thanks m 
pan to a policy of caxpet-bomb- 
Jpc America with free software 
. discs to attract new cusKMoers- 
Thctfcs have extended to hand- 
ingout softwara'along TOththe 
peanuts on domestic air flights. 

An acquisition of Compu- 
Serve could help AOL in two 


sorbing the CompuServe cus- 
tomer. base in Europe and m 

$ Ja S3cal would also help AOL 
overcoroe widely publicised dif- 
ficulties, in providing enough 
network capacity to customers. 



Talcing shape: Mosaic will concentrate initially on developing amenities at the club's out-of-town stadium 

Bolton Wanderers agrees 
£22m takeover by Mosaic 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Bolton Wanderers became the 
latest football dub to pursue 
stock market glory yesterday 


uy raubdiv. liiVML Uiwuw, o 

rich shell company ran by David 
WTiIUams. • 

The deal came as shares m 
Premier League Newcastle 
United rose to a 5p premium on 

their first day of deal i ngs, clos- 
ing at 140p. 

With Bolton already on the 


verge on promotion to the Pre- 
miership, the takeover wfl] 
mean a double celebration for 
several hundred Bolton sup- 
porters who own shares in the 
dub. They will receive 1,150 
shares ia Mosaicwfash were val- 
ued at 53p prior to their sus- 
pension last month. 


Mosaic will be renamed 
Burnden Leisure, an echo ofthe 
club’s Burnden Park ground 
which will be vacated for a state- 
of-the-art stadium at the end of 
this season. Tbe enlarged 
ted to 



avid 


Williams, said he was delight- 
ed with the deal, though he ad- 
mitted he had not been a keen 
football follower. “I’m a Bolton 
fan now” he said. 

He said the Bolton deal rep- 
resented a good business op- 
portunity rather than the 
pursuit of a footballing dream. 


Photograph: Harry McGuire 


Burnden Leisure plans to 
develop into a diverse sports 
and leisure business. Mr 
Williams said the plan would be 
to have football as just one of 
the activities but the company 
would initially concentrate on 
developing amenities at the 
club’s out-of-town stadium be- 
ing built just off the M61 mo- 
torway at Horwich, Bolton. 

The deal raises no new mon- 
ey for player transfers. The 
dub’s directors, who own 75 per 
cent of the equity, will not sell 
any shares until 1999. 


In Brief 


Norwegian bank and insurer merge 

In the latest example of the European trend towards “bancas- 
surance”, Norway’s Christiania Bank and the country's leading 
insurer, Storebrand, announced merger plans yesterday to form 
the largest financial group in Norway and the sivih-higgcst in the 
Nordic region. 

The new company, Christiania Group, will have a market cap- 
italisation of about NKr2(ihn (£2.-Jbn) and he the second- larger 
listed company on the Oslo Stock exchange after industrial giant 
Norsk Hydro. The companies said they hoped to complete the 
deal by year-end following government approval. Norway's 
overcrowded banking sector has been undergoing consolidation 
since the late 1980s and further mergers had been expected in 
the battle for market shore as margins shrank. 

CBA buys Caspian Resources stake 

Commonwealth Bank of Australia has bought a 17 per cent stoke 
in Caspian Resources, the London-based emerging markets in- 
vestment hank founded by Christopher Heath, for an undisclosed 
sum. CBA, one of Australia's four main banks, said the stake in 
Caspian would provide it with additional distribution outlets in 
Asia and wider access to investors. 

National Power looks to Indonesia 

National Power is to take a 30 per cent stake worth $130m in an 
Indonesian company set up by a consortium planning to build a 
$L6hn coal-fired power station. It is NP’s first big project in 
Indonesia as part of the consortium. In a 30-year power purchase 
agreement, the Indonesian state-owned electricity coiporation 
wall buy power from the 1,320 megawatt plant. 

BASF forecasts record results 

BASF, the German chemicals group, expects to report its third 
consecutive set of record results in 1997. Chief executive Juer- 
£en Strobe said sales should reach DM50bn (£ lSL2bn) and earn- 
ings grow at least as strongly as sales. He said BASF had enjoyed 
a strong start to the year marked by double-digit first-quarter 
sales growth, driven in part by higher domestic demand. Last 
BASF posted a 55 per cent rise in sales to 4S.7 billion marks, 
-tax profits climbed 6.9 per cent to DM4.4bn. 

£16.8m Adas management buyout 

Adas, the government agency specialising in agricultural research 
and consultancy, has been bought by its management and staff. 
The £16-Sm buyout was partly funded by 3i, the venture capital 
group which will own 80 per cent of Adas. The Bank of Scotland 
provided debt facilities. 

Car rental firms reject credit cards 

Avis and Hertz, the car rental companies, have stopped allow- 
ing customers to use Visa and Mastercards to rent cars, accord- 
ing to the New York Times. Hertz was reported to have said the 
cards provided no qualification of creditworthiness. 

Trafficmaster seals German deal 

Trafficmasier is to supply its traffic system to the German auto- 
bahn through a 12-year licence agreement with Mannesman/], the 
German engineering and telecommunications group, and T- Mo- 
bil. a fully owned subsidiary of Deutsche Telecom .Tmffictnusicr 
chief executive David Martcll said the deal would accelerate the 
adoption of Thafficmaster technology as original equipment in 
new cars. 

Costain names Armitt as chief 

Costain, the international engineering and construction group, 
has appointed John Armitt to succeed Alan Lovell as the groups 
new chief executive. Mr Armitt is currently managing director 
of Union Railways, which is responsible for developing the JC3bn 
Channel Tunnel rail link, the high-speed railway which will con- 
nect the Channel Tunnel to London. 

Drugs group forms US link 

Zeneca Diagnostics, the DNA diagnostics developer which is part 
of the international Zeneca group, has linked up with Califor- 
nia-based Oncol ech to carry out research into the diagnosis of 
prostate cancer. Research into new genetic tests for cancer will 
take place in both America and Britain. 


Cowie’s founder attacks board 


The war of words at Cowie 
intensified yesterday when Sir 
Tom Cowie, the transport 
group’s founder, life president 
and 18 per cenl shareholder, ac- 
cused the board of “completely 
lacking stay common sense - 

Sir Tbm was speaking ahead 
of next Wednesday’s EpM, 
called to remove Neil Pykett, 
the former boss of its car- 
leasing offshoot, as a director. 

Sir Tbm also. accused chief 
executive Gordon Hodgson of 
“wielding too much power”. Mr 

pykett’s departure and the ear- 
lier exit of Iain Jane from me 
executive team means that Mr 
Hodgson is the only one left of 
the triumvirate- who took 
charge after Sir Tbm was forced 


out as chairman in 1993 at the 
age of 71. 

“Hodgson has now sur- 
rounded hims elf with intimi- 
dated colleagues," Sir Tom 
dawns. “Anyone who has the 

temerity to stand up to him gets 

the push.” He describes Cowitfs 
nonexecutive chairman. Sir 
James McKinnon, the former 
gas industry regulator as 
“Hodgson’s choice”. 

The row involving 48-year-old 
Mr FVieft began in October 
when it. became dear he was m« 

foe automatic choice to succeed 

Mr Hodgson, who is now 65. 

Mr Pykett handed in his res- 
ignation, saying he wanted to 
•work out his three-year contract. 

But be was forced out of his job 


in February after a row over his 
wish to sell hs shares in the com- 
pany. Other directors accused 
him of “gross misconduct.” 

“What agitates me." said Sir 
Tom, “is the long-term need to 
plan the management succes- 
sion. There is also the effect on 
the shore price of this row. 
The shares are down 13 per cent 
despite the record results an- 
nounced in March.” 

Officials at Come claim Sir 
Tbm is now “out of touch" with 
the business. Last month share- 
holders received letters from 
both Mr Pykett and Sir James 
McKinnon spelling out their 
versons of the row 

“More dirty linen will be 
washed in public at the EGM," 


Sir Tbm predicts. “But I don't 
think many institutional share- 
holders will bother to go up to 
Sunderland to hear the argu- 
ments. They will vote with the 
board. They always do.” 

Observers of the company 
foink the entire imbroglio might 
have been avoided it Cowie had 
a normal bead office. Bui the 
company, with a stock market 
value approaching £lbn, is still 

run on the original site of 
Cowie’s first motorcycle shop. 
Sir Tbm started Cowie in Sun- 
derland more than 40 years ago 
as a motorbike repair shop. It 
is now big in car leasing and an 
operator of privatised buses, 
pinnin g the biggest bus opera- 
tion in London. 


Surge in consumer lending 
heightens fears of rate rise 


MMEnus Grimond 


Interest rate fears continued to 
dominate the markets yesterday 
after UK consumer lending 
rose by a record £1 -22bn in Feb- 
ruary and there were further 
signs of strength in the US 
economy. The surge in lending, 
coming after an increase of 
£S44m in January, was much 
higher than expected rekindling 
fears of a return to (he 1980s 
consumer boom. But the FTSE 
100 index largely shrugged off 
a new slump on Wall Street, 
ending down just 1 1,5 at 4J36A 
Analysis said tbe credit figures 
increased the need for the new 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
whoever he was, to raise inter- 
est rates after the election by as 
much as half a per cent. David 
Coleman, chief .economist a! 
CTBC, said: “Consumer bor- 
rowing continues to grow at 
quite a healthy pace. It keeps the 
pressure on whoever is the next 
Chancellor to raise rales just as 
the US has done.” The US 
move to raise money costs by a 
quarter of a per cent last week 
raised expectations that further 
tightening may be necessary. 

But observers stopped snort 
of comparing current audit con- 
ditions with those of the 1981& 
with many pointing out that in 


percentage terms the borrowing 
rise Is si ill below previous peaks 
and savings remain high. They 
also drew some comfort from 
Bank of England money supply 
figures which showed M0 grow- 
ing by 6.4 per cenl in the year to 
March, just below expectations 
of a 625 per cent increase. 

However, James Barly, an 
economist with Morgan Gren- 
fell, highlighted the broader 
M4 measure, where growth was 
revised down to 1 1 2 per cenl 
from 113 for the year to Feb- 
ruary. but still up ’from ID per 
cent in January. He said the fig- 
ures showed the economy would 
continue to strengthen this year. 







Rank sells film distribution 
unit to Carlton for £65m 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Rank sold its film distribution 
arm to Carlton yesterday for 
£65m, towards the top end of ex- 
pectations for the division which 
□ad been up for sale since Feb- 
ruary. 

However, Rank won’t give up 
its trademark “man with the 
gong” logo, but will license it to 
Carlton for use in opening se- 
quences of the films in the 
tibraiy. Rank is also hanging on 
to its film delivery service. 

Shares in both companies 
rose after the announcement, 
which gives Carlton a library of 
740 feature films and increases 
Ran k's focus on its cone leisure 
operations. 

Rank Film Distributors' ex- 
tensive collection of films spans 
over 60 years of British cinema 
and includes Oscar-winning 
classics such as Brief Encounter 
and The Lady Vanishes. Other 
weO-known films in the portfolio 
are Laurence Olivier's Shake- 
speare epics Hamlet and Hen- 
ry V. Carlton will also gain 
control of popular favourites 
such as the Carry On series. 
Reach for the Sky, The Ipcmss 
File and Oliver Twist. 

Rank said two months ago it 
planned to sell its film distrib- 
ution arm in a bid by new chief 
executive Andrew Teare to 
focus on the group’s core leisure 
businesses that include the 
Hard Rock cafes, Butlin's hol- 
iday camps, Tom Cobleigh pubs 
and Odeon Cinemas. 

Carlton said it would dis- 
tribute the films acquired from 
Rank with its existing library of 
movies and TV pro gra mmes. 
The film library would also be 
a boon for the film channel it 
planned to launch on digital 
television, it said. 

Cariton, largest of Britain's IS 
commercial television stations, 
broadcasts to 22 milli on people 
in London and Bir mingham. In 
February it Joined BSkyB and 
Granada in a venture to bid for 


28 more 
stores 
planned 
by La 
Senza 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


La Senza, the specialist lin- 
gerie retailer whose shares have 
halved since it floated on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market 
last year, is to open a further 28 
stores this year and launch a 
range of own-brand beacbwear. 

The announcement accom- 
panied a £l-5m loss for the year 
to 1 February - in line with a 
profits warning in January. 

La Senza is using the £19ra 
raised from last May’s flotation 
to add to its chain of 39 stores. 
Of the 28 openings planned for 
the next 12 months, two will be 
in London, with a second store 
on Oxford Street and the other 
on Kings Road, Chelsea. 

La Senza is keen on devel- 
oping its product lines and will 
launch its “La Senza Beach" 
range of swimwear later this 
month. 

The results announcement in- 
cluded an upbeat trading state- 
ment which showed like-for-likc 
sales since the year-end had 
risen 11 per cent on the same 
period last year. The figures 
pushed La Senza's shares 5o 




their 150p issue price. 

La Senza's deputy chairman, 
Laurence Lewin, described cur- 
rent trading as “promising" 
and said the company was en- 
couraged by the acceptance of 
its new spring ranges. 

The group’s losses of £15m 
compared to a deficit of £1-Stn 
the previous year. Sales were 
£18m versus £10m last year. 

La Senza launched a loyalty 
card during the year and 14 
stores were opened in the last 
four months of the year. How- 
ever, many opened later than 
expected, forcing the company 
to issue a profits warning in Jan- 
uary which knocked 17p off the 
company's shares. 

La Senza says it stands to ben- 
efit from the growth in the UK 
lingerie market which is forecast 
to expand by over 25 per cent 
over the next five years. 

The group's main competi- 
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which still dominates the mar- 
ket, and niche retailers such as 
Knickeibox. 

Some of its stores openings 
were delayed last year when 
squatters took over two sites in 
London and the Manchester 
bomb affected its store in the 
Amdale centre. 







Good for a laugh: Hattie Jacques, Kenneth Williams and Bernard Bresslaw in Cany on Doctor 


licences to operate digital tele- 
vision stations from mid- 1998. 

The film business made op- 
erating profits of £4.1m on 
sales of £25 .4m in 19% and bad 
assets of £31.3m. Analysts had 
expected the divison to raise be- 
tween £50m and £70ro after the 
company poured cold water on 
earlier estimates that it might be 
worth up to £150m. 

As part of its reorganisation, 
Rank has already raised about 


In Brief 


£300m from the sale of busi- 
nesses including its engineering 
division and the Shearings bus 
holiday operation. It still plans 
to sell its stake in the Rank Xe- 
rox office equipment venture, 
worth an estimated £930m. 

The sale of the.film distrib- 
ution arm is the latest move in 
an increasingly urgent attempt 
to inject some sparkle into one 
of the peat names in the British 
entertainment industry which in 


Ultra beats forecast 

Ultra Electronics, the specialist supplier of equipment to the Navy 
and Air Force, just beat its forecast profit of £14.5m for 1996 made 
at the time the company floated last October. Turnover was op 
27.1 per cent includi ng organic growth of 175 per cent and, after 
an exceptional charge of £600 ,000 attributed to the cost of providing 
staff shares in the float, profit before tax was £14.1m, up from 
£6.4m in 1995. Pro forma earnings per share jumped from 6.9p 
to 15.1p, compared with the 14.8p forecast last October, but as 
forecast there will be no dividend this year. An interim dividend 
will be paid in October. The shares fell 4p to 278J5p. 

Johnston Press ahead 

Johnston Press, the regional newspaper group, reported pre-tax 
profits before exceptional items of £23.5 m, up from £16.8m in 
1 995. Analysts said this year should see a further improvement, 
with advertising strong and cover sales rising. There will also be 
a first time contribution from the newspaper titles acquired from 
EMAP for £21 lm last July. 

UniChem buys pharmacies 

Moss Chemists, the retail division of UniChem, has bought two 
comm uni typh arm acies in Essex and Northumberland for up to 
£716,000. The deal will increase the number of Moss outlets in 
Britain to 459. 

Building contractor Joins AIM 

Bickerton Group, a building contractor in the public and private 
sectors, said it is joining the Alternative Investment Market with 
a placing of up to 5.1m ordinary shares at 40 pence. Dealings in 
the oversubscribed issue start on Friday. In the eight months to 
December, the group achieved pre-tax profits of £226,000 on 
turnover of £ 16.2m. 

Falling demand hinders UDO 

Interim pre-tax profits for UDO Holdings fell to S2JHm from 
£3.1 7m. Chairman Mike Wright blamed falling demand in the 
goods and supplies business. “With the benefit of hindsight we 
might have reacted more quickly to the falling demand and op- 
erational problems," he said. Earnings per share were down to 
5.09p from 7.25p. The interim dividend was maintained at 2.75p. 

Fee revenue boost for Shandwick 

S hand wick's pre-tax profits in the first four months of tis cur- 
rent financial year are ahead of the same period a year earlier 
on the back of an 113 per cent increase in comparable fee rev- 
enues, chairman Lord Chadlington said at yesterday’s annual meet- 
ing. He added that like for like revenues should grow at more 
than 10 per cent this year, with a particularly strong performance 
m the US. 


Company Results 
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recent years has lost its lustre. 
When Andrew Teare arrived 
from English China Clays a year 
ago he found the group in less 
robust shape than he had be- 
lieved and he has struggled to 
gain the support of the City 
which has marked Rank's 
shares lower ever since his 
arrival. 

They dosed yesterday 7p 
higher at 427 Jp, but they have 
Men from a high of 545p soon 


after Mr Thane arrived last 
spring. Cariton s shares ended 
35p higher at 5l93p. 

Mr Teare has not been idle, 
spending more than £400m on 
acquisitions - even more than 
he has raised from disposals - 
reappointing three of four di- 
visional directors and revamp- 
ing the group's accounting 
policies. Despite all that, how- 
ever, Rank’s return on capital 
remains well below target 


Poor demand hits 
Walker Greenbank 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Heavy restructuring costs and 
poor demand in the commer- 
cial sector hit profits at Wilker 
Greenbank, the fabrics and 
wallcoverings group, last year. 

But an upbeat statement 
about current trading pushed 
the shares 6-5p higher to 655p 
- still well below, the 100p peak 
they were trading at a year ago. 

Profits fell 6 percent to £9m 
after a reorganisation charge 
of £l-2m. The principal costs 
related to the centralisation of 
the consumer division's ware- 
housing and distribution op- 
erations in addition to the 
centralisation of thecustomer 
services department This 
resulted in the closure of five 
regional branches at the 
Muraspec commercial wall-, 
paper subsidiary which dis- 
tributes and sells wallpaper to 
offices and hospitals. 

Though operating profits, 
stripping out acquisitions, rose 
from £93m to £10m, the fig- 
ure was held back by poor per- 
formance in a number of areas, 
mostly in the final quarter of 
the year. Sales advanced by 
£3m to £99m. 

The British operations of 
Muraspec suffered from a 
combination of poor demand 
and aggressive purchasing 


from customers. This had a 
knock-on effect on Brymor, the 
group's commercial wallpaper 
manufacturer, which sells 60 
per cent of its output to 
Muraspec. 

In northern Europe, the dis- 
tribution businesses had a 
tough year with sales down 13 
per cent dne to poor demand 
m difficult economies. 

But Walker Greenbank’s 
consumer businesses did better 
as the UK housing market 
picked up. 

Commenting on the out- 
look after what he described as 
a year of transition, chairman 
Charles W ightman said: “Our 
extensive capital investment 
programme and the re-struc- 
turing of our cost base have po- 
sitioned us well to take 
advantage of market which 
are showing signs of improve- 
ment. 

“This year I expect our 
financial performance to re- 
bound as our strategy of in- 
vesting for the long term 
■begins to bear fruit.” 

He said the group’s com- 
mercial business would bene- 
fit from the continuing 
recovery in the UK housing 
market while North American 
and the Far East also offered 
growth opportunities. 

The dividend was un- 
changed at 3.7p. 



C amas's figures were 
bang in Une with- ex- 
pectations, r but the 
building materials- -group's 
shares caught fire yesterday, 
jumping; 85p to 81 5p, thanks 
to cniefexecutive AlanShear- 
er’s optimistic assessment of 
the outlook for its UK aggro: - 
gates business, both in terms 
of price and volume. With the 
cost base firmly under control 
and the group’s American arm. 
chugging afore nicely, there is 
plainly scope for more growth, 
than analysts had previously 
thought 

That was just as well, be- 
cause the figmes themselves for 
the year to December made 
pretty dismal reading. Pre-tax 
profits of £22An were down an 
last year’s £24. lm -after 
turnover stagnated at£407.7m. 
Eanuogs per share slipped in 
line to S.llp (5.47p) and the 
barely covered .dividend was 
pegged ax 3.75p for the third 
year m a row since Camas was 
floated off from its former 
parent, English China Cays. 

The real achievement dur- 
ing the year was to increase 
selling prices indl areas of its 
UK aggregates aim, despite 
falls of Id per cent in volumes. 
There is little prospect of the 
road-building programme 
picking up any time soon, but 
improvements in the hniuring 
market and in commercial 
building should ensure price 
rises of up to about 8 per cent 
continue to stick. 

In the US, the Denver 
market remains impressively 
strong, particularly in housing, 
and ready-mixed and aggre- 
gates had another good year. 
Volumes and prices both 
unproved while costs were 
squeezed, leading to a 20 per 
cent increase in profits on 
turnover 16 per cent higher. 
The US market has been 
growing well for some time 
now but there is every sign that 
the good news wfll continue 
into 1997. 

On the basis of forecast 
rofits this year of £27m and 


cent Oh top of those ratios, the 
shares are likely to benefit 
from a continuing consolida- 
tion in the industry, which last 
year saw an unseemly scram- 
ble for control of relative min- 
now Ennemix and is plainly not 
big enough to support the cur- 
rent number of participants. 

A merger with Bardon 
remains an outside possibility 
and if it' looked more likely 
might weU attract a prc-emp- 
. five bid from one of the Jarg- 
' er players such as Tarmac, 
RMC or Redland to prevent 
the creation Of a stronger rival 
On that basis the shares are 
good value. 

Family success 
for Yule Catto 

'Y'T Tho says famfly-domi- 

Wf nated companies 

V V can’t be dynamic? 
Shares in Yule Catto, the 
chemicals group which still 
boasts two members of the 
founding Catto family on its 
board, have outperformed the 
rest of the sector by dose to 50 
per cent since 1992. The family 
presence has not prevented 
earnings growing in 15 of the 
past 16 years, and last year 
proved no exception, albeit 
that profits came in slightly 
below what have become high 
expectations, leaving the 
shares 13p off at 3543p 
yesterday. 

The pre-tax figure to De- 
cember, up a tenth at £36 Jim, 
had a fair wind from external 


factors last year, while under- 
lying growth was perhaps* 
mite disappointing. . The 
soaring price of raw materials 
which was such a feature of 

1995 started to subside by tho 
end of that year and by early 

1996 costs were back to pre- 
vious levels. 

But in a difficult and cycli- 
cal sector. Yule has done well 
with targeted expansion in 
genuine niche areas and grow- 
ing markets. It can claim to be 
number one or number two in 
the UK in a number of unro- 
mantic but important busi- 
nesses, ranging from PVA 
e mulsi ons for the paint and ad- 
hesives industiy to single dome 
rooflights for buildings. It also 
has a useful 20 per cent of its 
business in the Rur East, where 
it has been notching upgrowth 
rates in double figures, well 
over double typical levels in its 
northern European heartland. 

So even with margins of 
113 per cent in the chemicals 
operation and 73 per cent in 
building products, there should 
still be scope to improve. 

The real challenge for Yule 
is what to do with its financial 
strength. With gearing of just 
17 J per cent and a £25m to 
£30m capital expenditure pro- 
gramme behind it, the group 
is looking for acquisitions, but 
not finding much of value. 

Profits of £403 m this year 
would put the shares on a for- 
ward multiple of 14. One to 
tuck away, but with the Caltos 
and Kuala Lumpur Kcpong of 
Malaysia sitting on half the 
shares, the market is tight. 


Camas: At a glance 


Motet vaka: EMBm, stare price 81 J5p 


Five year record 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 


Ohridends per share (pence) 

Pre-tax profit (£N . 
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Co-op is ‘not for sale 
now or in the future’ 


takeover talks 
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Magnus Grimond 

The Co-operative Bank yes- 
terday. angrily rejected the re- 
ported £5 00m attempt by 
Andrew Regan and his shell ve- 
hicle, Laniea Trust, to acquire 
the bank along with key parts 
of the co-operative movement. 

Terry Thomas, m a n aging di- 
rector, said: “There’s not a 
chance of his buying the bank. 
Neither (he bank nor its parent 
are for sale, either now or in the 
foreseeable foture J have near- 
ly 800 letters from customers 
telling me not to sell the bank ' 
and it's the same message from 
management and staff." 

Mr Thomas said his corre- 
spondents were “without ex- 
ception** against any sale, some 
stating they did not want “their*’ 
bank sold. 

Announcing a 24 per cent 
surge in pre-tax profits for last 
year, Mr Thomas also launched 
a scathing attack on the wave of 
demutualisations, which has 
encompassed institutions rang- 


ing from the Halifax building 
society to the Norwich Union in- 
surance group. 

“It’s a scandal of our time that 


built up over 100 years or 
more," he said. “There are oth- 
er generations who had a 
greater social need. I’m think- 
ing of the First World Whr and 
the Second World War. Why 
should it be this generation, for 
God's sake?" 

Mr Thomas said he believed 
shortcoming in business culture 
were amplified by the values of 
the 1980s, foremost of which 
was “the misinformed idea that 
selfish behaviour... was in the 
public interest". 

Profits at the hanlc, which is 
wholly owned by the Co-oper- 
ative Wholesale Society, rose 
from £36.7m to £45 -5m in the 
12 months to 11 January. The 
period marked the first fuD 
year since the group added an. 
ecological code to the ethical 
stance adopted in 1992 and 
updated in 1995. 


The profits came on the back 
of a 27 per cent increase in re- 
tail deposits to £2.4bn, double 
tbe level of five years ago. The 
bank claims a higher penetra- 
tion of professional and senior 
managerial socio-economic 
groups than its rivals, with cus- 


Magnus Gritnond 

Union, die former discount 
house which is being restruc- 
tured, has pulled out of takeover 
talks, it emerged yesterday. 

Graeme Knox, executive 
chairman, said that since news 
of a possible takeover was made 


have used Union for some of his 
foreign exchange dealing op- 
erations. However, the company 
would not identify the possible 
bidders yesterday. 

Mr Knox, who joinedasnon- 
executivc chairman from Scot- 
tish Amicable last year, took cm 
executive responsibilities 'at 


A and B representing 57 per 
cent of its credit card holders, 
against an average of34 per cent 
for the rest of the industry. 

Despite higher lending, pro- 
visions for bad debts rose only 
slightly, increasingby £lm to 
£23.7m last year, the figures 
benefited from the write-hack 
of provisions on loans to two 
failed property companies 
which have been sold. 

Yesterday die bank produced 
a new “partnership, report” 
which addresses the seven 
“partners" it has identified, 
namely shareholders, cus- 
tomers, staff and their families, 
suppliers, the local community, 
society at huge and past and 'fu- 
ture generations. 




een talking to companies 
which had shown interest in the 
group. “We have concluded, 
however, that at the current 
time none of these discussions 
will lead to an' offer that fairly 
reflects the value of the com- 
pany and which therefore we 
can recommend to sharehold- 
ers," he said. 

The news, which accompa- 
nied the announcement of a 
plunge mto losses of£l 1.9m for 

1996, left the shares Up low- 
er at.84.5p. 




for the group has centred on Joe 
Lewis, the reclusive Bahamas- 
based billionaire who in Janu- 
ary raised his stake in Union to 
24 per cent He is thought to 


George Blundcn, the former 
chief executive, and Ian Mart in, 

the former mnnaging'direetbr, 
in February. 

Last year's loss, which re- 
placed profits of £1.37na last 
time, came after a slew of ex- 
ceptional items. The reorgani- 
sation of the business, including 
the withdrawal from discount 
house operations, has been tak- 
en os & £3.2m charge against 
profits. As well as the two ex- 
ecutive directors, the company 
is malting 47 people redun- 


pected to be 91. 

Mr Knox said that after a 
“pamfur review of the value of 
assets, a figure of 94 Ap a share 
had been arrived at. 
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Mobile phones have ring of confidence despite Wall St 
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Share spotlight 





The persistent nng of mobile 
telephones jerked the stock 
maricet into life although New 
York s tantrums continued to 
°°™tnate proceedings. 

j e jV 22 °f excitement was 
spfrted by the latest round of 
sales figures with three of the 
top four players reporting 
strong performances. 

Orange, the nation's third- 

largest mobile group, said its 
customer base had grown bv 
109,000 in the first quarter ctf 

^ year, putting it wi thin ha fl _ 

distance of the cherished 1 

million mark. 

The Orange display corn- 
ered with One20ne, partly 
owned by Cable & Winded 
producing a be tter-than -ex- 
pected advance to 620,000. 
On Tuesday \bdafoae made an 
enccniragmgcotrti2TUtkm to in- 
dustry volumes. Only Cellnet, 
owned by BT and Securicor, 
hasstiD to reveal first-quarter 
figures. 

Floated at 205p a year ago. 


Orange edged forward 15p to 
2QSk5p after 21 2p; Cable rose 
l-5p to 491 Jp and Vbdafone 
moved up 15p to 278p. BX hit 
hard on Tuesday as wondes sur- 
faced of institutional unease 
over its MCI deal, rallied a lit- 
tle to 430.5p, up 15p. 

Simon Carrington at Merrill 
I^ncfa has a L2-montfj target of 
255p for Orange and sees 
Vodafone at 300p. 

Footsie lost early firmness, 
ending 11,5 points lower at 
4,236.6 as it became apparent 
New York, at least during Lon- 
don trading, was still hesitant. 
Tax-selling again accounted 
for much of the volume. 

Banks were mainly lower 
with fulsome Salomon Broth- 
ers' support probably reducing 
Barclays’ fall io4pat L009p. 
The US investment bouse be- 
lieves the “unwarranted de- 
cline” from February’s L21fip 
peak has created a buying op- 
portunity. 

General Electric Co was the 
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Wuc-chip front runner, gaining 
T5p to 383p on reports it has 
bid for the French govern- 
ment's c ontrolling stake in 
Thcunson-CSI; the electronics 
, The British group suD 
; 10 overcome counier-ofieis 
from French parties. 

BG. the old British Gas, 
rose 3p to 164Jp in busy trad- 
ing on hopes of a favourable 
deal with its Of gas regulator. 

Rank gained 7p to 427.5p on 
the long-awaited film sale and 
Newcastle Utd made a re- 
strained debut, kicking off 
with a 5p premium at 140p. 
MEPC felH 125p to 472L5p on 
lack of takeover action. 

Tesco managed a lp ad- 
vance to 347p as NatVfest Se- 


curities offered surest and the 
same house gave a further Eft 
to EMI, the showbiz group, up 
16plo UGOp. 

On Demand Information, 
the electronic publisher, rose 
7 -5p to 425p on talk of a large 
deal and an upbeat trading 
Statement next week. The com- 
pany seemed surprised about 
the rumoured statement. On 
Demand shares have been 
friendless since early last year 
when they hit 217.5p. They 
were 28-5p last month. 

Drew Scientific, another for- 
mer high-flier, seems to be re- 
capturing its old enthusiasm. 
The shares rose ISp to 109 Jp, 
highest for three years. Private 
investors have alighted on the 


health care group since last 
week's upbeat statement and 
mstftutional share p la c ing ar 
52p. Cortecs International, 
the drugs hopeful, was little 
changed at 262.5p after 
Lehman Brothers said take 
some profits". 

Verity, with a wafer-thin 
sound system, jumped 5op to 
54p on a licensing link with a 
US group and Trafficmaster 

its system was aSeded&r in- 
stallation on part of the Ger- 
man autobahn network. 

Premier Oil rose Z5p to 
39.5p, seemingly on support 
from Credit Lyoxmaise Liung 
which has put a 48p valuation 

on the shares. Other oil sec- 
ond-liners were in fine fettle 

wilhlfritisfrltoniroP emi teinn 

Syndicate gushing 54 .5p to 
l,545p on expected develop- 
ments at its Gulf of Mexico 
projects. But British Petrole- 
um suffered from lower crude 
prices, off 9.5p at 696p. 


Kenwood App»^ the 
kettle maker, added 6p to 
155m faxr month the shares 
w«Vbampi« along at a 130p 
low It looks vohuwable wuh 
profits for theyear ending this 
month likely to be dowii from 
£ 15 . 6 m to £4Jm. Rival Pffco. 
which has already made ten- 
tative approaches, could be 

tempted to returm The shares 

were 2533p six months ago. 

y yAOn^r Prtmerties, a for- 
mer Business Expansion 
Scheme company floated last 
week«H7Jp.ga«wdll^pto 
35 p, partly on hopes other 
pra ventures w31 be drawn 
into its fold. . , 

Anaifian McraatiOBaL the 
hotel group, improved SJp to 
555p- U has lilted with Sir Ter- 
ence Conran to develop the 
City’s Great Eastern Hotel 

winch wiQ dose this month and 

re-open in 1999. The hotel wOl 
be enlarged and banqueting 
and conference facilities cre- 
ated. 


Taking Stock 


□ Entrepreneur Bob Morton 
has quietly put together a 6 
per cent shareholding in DRS 
Data & Research, making 
scanning equipment. The 
shares gained Ip to 2&5p; 
they hare come up from 235p 
in the past week. Mr Morton 
used to run Vistec, the com- 
puter group taken over by 
Lynx. He has other quoted in- 
terests and is a leading light 
at Bkkerton, a builder, due to 
arrive on AIM tomorrow 
DRS, floated at UOp, Hotted 
its copybook when profits 
failed to meet expectations. 

□ Oreca Resources, traded 
at 14p. has enlisted a Canadi- 
an group to help develop its 
zinc deposit at Keel, 50 miles 
from Dublin. Paramount 
Ventures will pay $3m for a 
50 per cent interest in the 
promising project and 
lr£500,Q00 for 75 per cent of 
Ovoca's other Irish prospect- 
ing interests. 
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Win a Seven Seas Action Plan 50+ Pad 
and a Fleece Jacket 


People at 50 today have a 
much greater life expectancy 
than any previous generation. 

[ A diet high in vital nutrients, 
! and regular exercise will help 
you to stay healthy into your 
50*$, 60's and beyond. So 
Seven Seas has developed 
Action Plan 50+, a new range 
of health supplements to help 
'the over 50’s stay feeling 
young and looking great. It is 
available in two formulations: 
General Health Formula and 
Energy. Seven Seas are 
offering 14 lucky readers a 
pack of Action Plan 50+ 
General Health Formula plus 



a stylish fleece jacket in brick 
red, together worth £80! 

All you have to do to for 
your chance to win is call 


0930 525 248 


And answer the simple 
question on line. 


Cafls rast 50p per ndmne at afi times. Winn er picked at random aber lines draw 
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IT revolution will not disperse 
our traditional urban centres 


I t was a big surprise that. The 
English Patient won so 
many Oscars this year pre- 
cisely because, despite the 
huge cultural and language 
differences between the west- 
ern industrialised countries, 
each nation buys most of its 
movies from Hollywood. 

The movie industry is an ex- 
treme case, but it turns out that 
the production of almost 
everything is concentrated in 
just a few centres. 

The pattern of geographical 
concentration is most pro- 
nounced in the US. For ex- 
ample. two-thirds of car and 
auto parts production takes 
place in the mid-west, mainly 
In a few does in Michigan, such 
as Detroit and Flint. 

But the management guru 
Michael Porter has detailed 
many of the geographic clus- 
ters or concentrations in par- 
ticular industries. He analyses, 
for example, the development 
of four industries since the Sec- 
ond World War - the printing 
press industry in Germany, 
patient monitoring equipment 
in the US, ceramic dies in Italy 
and robotics in Japan. 

When you start to think 
about this pattern of geo- 
graphical specialisation, its 
prevalence becomes mes- 
merising. Next time you ore in 
the supermarket, and are buy- 
ing some everyday household 
item. look to see where it is 
made. Toothpaste? Ireland or 
Germany. Nappies? United 
States or France. Bacon? If not 
home produced, Denmark. 
There is only one big centre - 
or at most two or three - for 
anything that can be traded. 

And so we have Hollywood 
(movies), Seattle and Toulouse 
(aircraft). City of London 
(financial services). Paris and 
Milan (couture) and Detroit 
and Wolfsburg (cars). 

It was almost a century ago 
that the British economist 
Alfred Marshall noted that 
most industry was concentrat- 
ed in specific districts: cutlery 


in Sheffield, cofton in the 
Manchester area and lace in 
Nottingham, not to mention 
coal in Newcastle. 

Marshall also set out a fun- 
damental economic explana- 
tion, which the economics 
profession ignored for the next 
100 years, only recently re- 
turning to it. Paul Krugman at 
Mi l and Brian Arthur at Stan- 
ford are «mfing the pioneers of 
the modem version of eco- 
nomic geography. 

As some of these re- 
searchers spell out, the world 
is becoming more like the one 
Marshall described. The forces 
for geographical concentra- 
tion are becoming stronger as 
the economy becomes in- 
creasingly weightless - that is, 
as the goods and services with 
greatest economic value-added 
increasingly take a non-tangi- 
ble form. There has always 
been only one Hollywood. 
Now there is also only one Mi- 
crosoft, only one Noved and 
before long there might be only 
one Gtibank. 

Marshall saw three expla- 
nations for the existence of ge- 
ographical clusters: they have 
a pool of skilled labour for 
companies to choose from and 
a range of companies for work- 
ers to apply to; they create a 
network of suppliers and spe- 
cialised services; and they fos- 
ter the exchange of ideas and 
information, encouraging tech- 
nical progress. Krugman and 
Arthur have translated Mar- 
shall's arguments into the lan- 
guage of modem economics. 

Geographical concentration 
is the result of what economists 
call increasing returns to scale, 
or what an engineer would de- 
scribe as positive feedback. 
This means that the more a 
company does of something, 
the better it does. Expensive 
set-up costs, for example; gen- 
erate economies of scale. A 
new aircraft engine costs S2bn- 
$3bn to design, develop, test 
and put into production, but 
the second one costs only 
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$50m-$100m. Or there can be 
increasing returns in the mar- 
keting and distribution of a 
product: the bigger it gets, the 
better McDonald's does be- 
cause customers know the 
brand and know what they 
are getting. 

The most important kind of 
positive feedback in marketing 
exploits network externalities. 
This term just means that a 
product becomes more bene- 
ficial to its users the more other 
people are using it, because it 
sets a common standard. 
There are countless examples 
of one product squeezing an- 
other out of die market entirely 
because of network effects - 
for example, the VHS rather 
than the Beta standard for 


video cassette recorders, the 
spread of the DOS operating 
system for computers, the use 
of petrol or gasoline to power 
car engines. 

Increasing returns or posi- 
tive feedback create the basic 
virtuous exude that leads to the 
concentration of production in 
a relatively few places. Com- 
panies want to be m the place 
where there are the workers to 
TTiaice their product and cus- 
tomers to buy it- 

Transport costs make a dif- 
ference to the basic tendency 
towards geographical agglom- 
eration. If they are too high, it 
will discourage an industry 
from clustering in one place. 
Equally, a reduction in trans- 
port costs can often permit 
greater concentration in one 
place - a fact very relevant to 
weightlessness, where trans- 
portation costs are nearty zero. 

New technology will dis- 
perse this kind of geographi- 
cal concentration. The view 
that modern computer and 
communications technologies 
will shift work out of cities is 
widespread. There are cer- 
tainly some examples of big 
companies dispersing their 
workforce in this way. Tele- 
phone operators, for example, 
are unlikely to sit together in 
one big bail ding in the centre 
of town. Some sit in offices for 
removed from the big cities 
they mostly serve. Some work 
at home. Technology has made 
home working possible in 
many new areas. 

But it is wrongheaded to 
predict that technology marks 
the end of economic concen- 
tration in urban centres. If pro- 
duction can occur anywhere, it 
might as well take place in the 
places where it has already 
started. The increaring weight- 
lessness of economic activity is 
dramatically increasing the 
: of increasing returns to 
le and decreasing trans- 
port costs. Both lend to favour 
more rather than less cluster- 
ing. There is therefore huge 


scope for more geographical 
concentration in many parts of 
the entertainment business or 
the media, and in professions 
where advice is increasingly be- 
ing delivered via technology 
rather than in person. 

Suppose Oxford University 
were to admit on-line stu- 
dents, delivering lectures and 
tutorials via computer and 
video links. It would capture a 
big share of the market for on- 
line studentships, and the uni- 
veisiry would grow. Already a 
big employer of academics, it 
would hire more and more of 
them. The city of Oxford 
would become even more of a 
centre for the education busi- 
ness than it already is. 

An increasing proportion 
of business in the weightless 
world is becoming subject to in- 
creasing returns. Many of the 
products or services of the 
weightless economy are inter- 
dependent. They are used in 
groupings - computer operat- 
ing systems, software, modems, 
telephone cables and mobile 
phones, for instance. 

An equally important force 
is the prevalence in weightless 
economics of network exter- 
nalities, the benefit that users 
of a product derive tire more 
users there are, and infinite ex- 
pandability It is feasible for one 
company to supply a global mar- 
ket - you only have to think of 
Microsoft, supplying a huge 
proportion of the world market 
for operating system software 
for personal computers. 

In addition, the cost of hard- 
ware and cabling, and the per- 
ceived importance of access to 
it, is leading to the wiring of our 
cities at an astonishing pace. 
Public buildings such as 
libraries and cyber-cafes have 
become the information su- 
perhighways. The information 
ledux)^ revolution, for from 
dispersing work, will make the 
new economy more urban than 
ever. And movies like Vie Eng- 
lish Ihtieni will continue to be 
a rarity. 



and coals to teamwork 

People & Business 


The Book That's Sweeping 
America! has just plonked on 
ray desk. This, to me. is the 
perfect antidote to those 
legions of tedious American 
management books which 
bring together born-again 
earnestness with mind- 
numbing biz- babble. 

The author, Stephen 
Michael Peter Thomas, 
shamefully admits in the in- 
troduction that “ none of bis 
ideas are actually new or dif- 
ferent enough to challenge 
you or make you feel uncom- 
fortable in any way”. 

The book claims to be in- 
teractive, since “you can read 
the words in any order you 
want to”. It includes chal- 
lenging exercises for modern 
executives who need “con- 
crete in their business prac- 
tice (always a useful tool)". 
These teamwork exercises 
include ‘‘ chan gin g a tyre at 
80 mph”, “taking charge of a 
big ship” and "bomb disposal 
squad”. • 

. The book also mercilessly 
pillories management jargon, 
with stripes at the learning 
organisation, and bow easily 
it can turn into the “forget- 
ting organisation.” how to 
create the humour-free work 
place and “managing 

change". My favourite is the 
staff exercise pushing a 
marshmallow (product) 
across a bed of white-hot 
coals (development process) 
to the for side (the market) 

All in all, an essential 
purgative for anyone who 
has just taken an MBA. 

I think Mr Thomas could 
have had a hand in a press 
release from the Co-opera- 
tive Bank I’ve just received 
hymning the tank’s commit- 
ment to “an inclusive 
partnership approach to its 
business activities and to pro- 
viding regular, independently 
audited reports on its perfor- 
mance with each partner". 

The bank’s managing dir-, 
ector, Tfcrry Thomas, carries 
on with more of this incom- 
prehensible twaddle: “If com- 
panies are to succeed in the 
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Sitting pretty: The latest US management guru 


long term they must under- 
stand the needs of the various 
natural partners in a business 
and that each partner must 
be treated in balance - not 
equally, not in preference but 
in balance and across time." 

Has Mr Thomas been 
studying at the feet of the 
Dalai I ama. or is this merely 
an attempt to emulate his 
namesake, the popular 1950s 
film comedian? 

Mr Thomas adds that “we 
believe this all-in approach is 
the way all businesses will be 
run in the 21st century'’. 
Book your prayer-mat in the 
ashram now. 

One hundred and sixty years 
of English brewing histoty 
drew to a dose yesterday 
when Eldridge, Pope sold its 
original Thomas Hardy 
Brewery in Dorchester to the 
management for £2.4m. 

Jeremy Pope, Eldridge, 
Pope's chief executive and 
the fourth generation to head 
the family company, says he 
feels no pangs of regret: w t 
would be more emotional if I 
didn’t think we were doing 
the right thing for the people 
who work at the brewery/ 

He has sold the brewery to 
Peter Ward, a foimer produc- 
tion director at Bass whom 
Mr Pope recruited two years 
ago to be general manager. 


Hard commercial logic 
dictated that Eldridge, Pope 
should concentrate on its 
fas i -growing pub chain, says 
Mr Pope. The company now 
owns 200-odd pubs, with two 
about to open m the City 
The Slurping Toad in 
Bishopsgnte and Bar Excel- 
lence in Comhill. 

A year ago. Mr Pope put 
the company’s brewing and 
packaging interests into the 
newly formed Thomas Hardy 
Brewery, and freed his pubs 
to buy beer wherever they 
wished. He will continue to 
lease the Grade II listed 
premises built in 1S80 to Mr 
Ward, and will sit on the 
board. 

As for Mr Pope, he con- ' 

. tinues the family traditions. 
Only family members are 
allowed to hold fully voting 
shares in Eldridge, Pope. 
“Archetypal nepotism, I 
suppose." he says. Whatever, 

I rate Eldridge, Pope shares 
’buy. 

Stakis has appointed las 
Payne as managing director 
of Stakis Casinos. Mr Payne, 
44, is currently managing di- 
rector of Gala Clubs, a divi- 
sion of Bass Leisure, with 
responsibility for no less than 
138 bingo clubs in the UK. 

John WBIcock 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Info rma tion as the most 
important UK business i n for ma tion provider” 


AgHHUBOapcas Iat bcn at ianSnrwylWfi, 
Headland Busbew BaBatmatian 
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from over 5j000 business sources comprising 43 mnikm 
documents, as well as a database of 35 mOhan securities 
anrf f undamental rtam on quoted companies. 
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Big punter no longer 
has Time on his side 


^ Racin g 

£ GREG WOOD 

% 

8 r or A jRun proved to be 
fy Hi-named yesterday 
lie heavily backed Irish 
• as low as 10-1 for the 
National, was withdrawn 
aturday’s race. Instead, 
M for a rest for Eddie 

leg just a week after a 
walked into a London 
of William HiD and out 
1 (phis tax) on the horse. 
: For A Run is owned by 

* - ..^Manus, a man who is 
known io enjoy the odd bet, and 
while we may never know if the 
London backer and J P are one 
and the same, the punter has 
also - perhaps by pure co-inri- 
dence - staked a large sum on 
XYylde Hide, McManus’s other 
• conte nder for the race. “1 don’t 
gpow exactly what the injury is,” 
Ihe owner said at Fairyfaouse 
yester day, “but I am told he has 
chipped a joint and obviously he 
is out of Aintree, which is a bit 
of a blow at this stage.” 

' Time For A Run was due to 
be partnered by Norman 
Williamson, who may now 
switch to the horse he steered 
to victory in the 1995 Gold Cup. 
Master Oats. The participa- 


tion of the Lop-wejgbt has been 
m some doubt ever since the 
handicap was published in Feb- 
ruary, but it now seems in- 
creaa^ly likely that he wfllline 

tin On Safirrrfcm VT™ I* 


*, luc cuurs; oe- 

iore this morning's final decla- 
ration stage, bat he said 
yesterday that “ft’s going to 
take very fast ground for him 
not to run. They’re calling ft 


its no formality at the moment.” 

Just to be sure, Aintree start- 
ed watering the track yesterday. 
“On the National course, the 
going remains good," Ian Ren- 
ton, assistant clerk of the 
course, said, “varying from the 
easy side of good to the quick- 

! AINTREE 

C: BARTON BANK, a highly 
*fi£abfe nine lengths second to Mr 
oUigan m the rhfehwitwTp Gold 
ip, goes well on fast ground and 
a confirm p lacings with Chal- 
iger Do Lac (fifth), a doubtful 
per, and One Man (shah), who 
iy be best in the autumn. 

□□ 

.0: MULLIGAN, going ■well when 
ling four fences oot in the Arkie 
lailenge Trophy at the Cbel- 
iham Festival, can male amends 
re at the e xpens e of Squire SflV, 
f ArkJe runner up. 


er ad e in a few places. We are 
putting on op to 6 mm of water 
with the aim of removing any 
last ground, and the forecast is 
for a bit of di-iy^ty tonight, 
which win assist us.” 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sharpies! 
(Aintree 200} 

NB; One Man 

(Aintree 235) 

Another National runner to 
find himself a partner yesterday 
was Tim Forster’s General 
Wbtfe, who wfflstf off with Lor- 
can ^er in his saddle on Sat- 
urday. Wyer’s last visit to 
Aintree fire months ago was a 


HYPERION’ Si 



M 5 s KADI, oaptaoed behind Fly- 
er’s Nap in ihe 3 m If National Huni 
Chase at (be Chetrenbam Ffcstfvai. 
seems weD handicapped on his ear- 
lier form and may be worth anoth- 
er chance over this shorter trip. 
Romany Creek looks the danger. 


2jD 0 NonSc Breeze 
235 Barton Bank 
310 MULLIGAN (nap) 
i 245 Kadi 


HYPERION 

430 L’Opera (nb} 
430 Orchestral Suite 
530 Erzacgan 


GOINQ: I'juod (Good La Soft in placcii on Hikfanay come). 

■ Tero left-hand conran. Grand National draft is 2 ro 2 f md triangular with a run-in Of 
sanott 500 ytK Mastfve spruce and fir fences, several «tdi a seep drop on ihe femfinc 
side. HOdnuy draft B I ra 2 T round with conventional ‘park’ fences. 

■ Coarse is NB of erty, im Irma ibe M 57 on the ASS. Aintree sution (served hf Liter- 
pool, Lime Si) adjoins course. ADMISSION: Comsr Aimxee Roof, County Stand Roof or 
reaoved seat, Qnecn Mother Stand Roof or reserved sen £ 20 ; Oailivet Stand SI 7 : Coon- 
iy Lawns 15 ; ThUwsalls A 9 . CAB PARlt County S 1 &; Central S 3 . 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH KUNNERft DJflcboiaee - 10 sinners tom B6 mmm 
tfves asucccsb ratio of 10 %anda toss to 51 feral (lake of 5130 ; N Twtaton-D«* 4 e »-9 win- 
ners, 50 ranner*., 18 %, ilitK Pipe-9 virnm, Bflrnnnws, 13 %, + 514 . 00 ;G Sfcfatnb 
- T winners, 40 runners, 18 %, -S 0 S 8 . 

■LEADING JOCKEYS: N WUUmnon - 9 winners. 45 rides. 30 %, - 5 133 ; ADohMn -7 
witmeiB, 34 rides, i!}%, + 510 . 52 ; G Bradley- 6 winners, 26 rides, 21 %, - 51 -& 2 ; K Dan- 
sroody -6 *tnners. (XI rides, 10 %, - 527 . 00 . 

VKOEED WEST TIKE: No Pattern (ROD). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BENNERS: BWofamfarap ( 4 . 50 ) sent 269 roOesfcr M J Roberts ton Es- 

**■ 

(757\i\l SEAGRAM TOP NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) £25,000 
]£**?} added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £16330 
L 1331 GRSJi BUSH DESERT ( 3 S) (D) (DananC Mercer) OShawcd BU. 0 — j nri thy tt r 

2 212 HGH K fflC CUUD 6 &St {O) (Bf) (VteJ Gnlttti ) T Fooiar 5 M .0 ^ — SWytm 

3 41 IHMgHrtEMBHlG(D) 0 *sHJC>aie)DWdMtai 6110 ■ »**n— i 

4 4 M 2 F 2 MBTH»FW( 8 t P)PR(rJMfc&ttW» 9 NTa 0 « 7 vOa*s 5 UQ CUm*a 

5 2 U MGa-S IAO ( 33 ) p>“. (N C Dunw^cnj P Hsslwn 5 11 0 M talar 

6 . 26-3136 MOWinHWTOOfHWnn|GlMo«ni 5110 LWywV 

r 3 - 132 U 3 NORDIC BREEZE ( 231 (D) (Malcolm B insd M Pipe 5 110 , BUStaB 

B 12 t_SMRP®M.pO) WnbataeHtDB»#iiiHlsaiHHendEtM 5 J 10 — — MBItaprall 

9 331 OMNDON B 00 LEM»RI>riS)(D)(UsS Mods) MsJBWttl 4 30 B _Jft*aaa 

-Sdadmd- 

BOTlIfc 7-2 amen Croea fttaert. *■! taaptaL W l^_U^ Kyp 4 ,W 1 M» 

MtaamriAB 4 llp»dfctatalD>lltatttal 4 -ll%tafen.afri att rta t Bp i*w a it 
l»ft TrajJe HOT .4 10 B ) U»er 20-1 IM Crtg^l^w^ 

NWEL’S LAD, a tamer useful Bat-raw. Wshed cto« of tho remainiiar'tt»n beaten more 
I two MMBls hy Man*} on tna hurtfflne tfefen at Nowewto and fas not tooted hack In . 
nms since. Pwndt Nadam's wns won hi tremendous s&to on a mum to Qoaftaft 
Park and at Doncasw, where he gate a 22 -fangh besting tDapravtoua scorn u i Secret 

Sendee. SlwrpIcM wasarx*hef ffflrpertofriToronThefc^andhOTOwa«assMM«w 

of his three ouilwa over amber, scainfl easily mHrenmglon and mFoDagone P- 12 ) and. 
*> Oenveen. flnlsWrig runner-up io ^ 

eMBperattig customer on the ternl. *a an 8 ■» ' 1 

m capButemg- Howevw, he has «w»« over huTOl^t r ^rec^viy whwi w^rde- 
feaang the firm favour!® H«i In the Oouds, l£u££ 

Hvrtl^ He Is no woree off wsh ow 

UBmSwb beaten more than eg* tenghs 

ta hut ahq»«l the henett of thMflm attempt arfwnwtdlngfiiBotomWfccanftWL Norte 

anea hetodhB 100-1 SPh the Supreme Novices Huttae ly w*tg thmi, w Me mu m 

ta heK evsnr awre* raw » “i two cm wttiatonntBSi W was bMtmawCT^gm^ 

Hosencrentz when fawtste at Aacot eight days a&. setodtae MGQ.'S iad 

MARTELL CUP CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) HH| 
2,351 EftOPOO added 3m If PemBty Value £3^561 

3 . 3 - 1 FB 1 S CHMIBIGm«JUlCff«CTpA 4 ^J 4 «peJll 5 — 

4 « 3 AQ WWMIEWBiCDjtHertMarteilJtaBptfOnS. : °JvK 

5 03010 - » 0 TW( 4 B 6 )(pt!WMIre 8 )M®jnwwllU 5 — " 

«nm he 0 m Mm. M Barton Bark, 75 ttS«W«r ^ L*. M NeW^ «% 

139 ft Saacnfttf® 7 U 5 1 ww M n D Earaww 6 ran 
F 0 RMGWDC 

•feny Gr*««t 4 M h. 1995 Out * not as S^s^d 

ideal, ONE MAN can bounce hoc* to » 
ruccesstan.ta the Chetanham Gold qg. traftg 

dangerous onjha home tun. Bjutoo tank. toe 

Man in the Kk« Sew*, after a bod Wonder atthe IS* ^nGordonW«« a 

head at CMterean m January. DuvW wat^a^new receives 
ntne-tengm runner-up tn the Gold Ctf) under todays wm. r+ *n m * * mr 

8 » from One Urn here, tree the loner is Iftrty » rSmAM^SSn 
Da Uic. who a rtfflnthe Grend National, won the l**Phy^^ W 
P*e-s charee. «Ser«*« wM tor most «U the -ay, also weatened M 
the Gold Cup. finishing ki trow of One Man. 


FT«n) SANDEMANMAfiHULL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) 
(Gfada D £ 45 j 000 addad 2 m £ 2 BjB 50 

1 202111 A*MMC»(USQ (SJ) (D) (P«UH lnc« Ite AftWO G 11 4 

2 NDM 3 nmB MSnUCHM ( 9 ) 09 m Sa 4 i]M) P Witfier 7 U . 4 

3 1 U 33 F MIllBttl OaOrKwa) D Iferoaon 7 11 4 

4 PD 0313 CWSO BSWfnKJS^ & lataj 0 Snwtft Mil 4 

5 560122 MJIMSSUt 23 |(lUi 8 aOBfei 4 JndeRTiniail 4 

6 S 146 U SUB^FmoW[ 2 ^BI 90 toyHtGiabNHen>SSCn 7 A 14 


BRXMfcAS IT 1 ti|*i fi. T 1 nmwn m. H 1 nitif tnnnatrr. IfT t li— lrlii. IT 1 CTi 

So RMK 2 » Mtaa Mtaw 

lSBft Aik fere 7 11 4 P Mwi 10-1 (T P ItaO ID an 

RWMOWE 

MULLIGAN tOHMd over in me Art*, holting a tl 0 il advreitags end golnB well at the 
time, flu CMamlvh sevonyoer-old is pocal# ihe beat jumper of fenem among the 
novices tlas season and he had not put a loot wrong in lanSng hte live precedbig chases 
04 * term at umweter. Kempton, tatdown, teopwlatovei and Warwick. At Warwick, 
Muftgan gaw 7 ft end a fbur 4 engtfi baaUngB) ftpftw m «mo dU «el » recover fkom a 
tad blunder at the fifth. wMe Hying tasti u ctor. who nos nalang Ms fsncmg bow and 
later scored ar HBpdodi was a lengtfi back In AM. Squire Slk. jumping much better In 
the AiMei looked sure to win when going deer approaching the test, but he was run out of 
it dose home nnh beaten half a length w Or Royal Se lection: MUUJGAN 

ra Ac l JOHN HUGHES TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE 
\<yno\ (CLASS B)£3QyD00 added 2m Gf(Na8onHlfcaces)|^^^g 

1 P 9 BU 1 saKM H.BHHWT 1 ( 12 ) Board to*) 1*6 Suen Nock 8 120 RBnrBqr 

2 jf a«/i- COOMWM» W(ShnnSan«xiNCaMriiiiarlllllJ SOs—oody 

3 2 W 5250 SADf (aBQ( 23 )tD)CJER 0 Mt DMchobcn 811 fl RJtasn 

4 2 - 2331 P BOU)BISPMni 229 {MBHL#ilMant-Jatn 0 NHnlBBonlO 117 JHARbSmU 

5 163130 BBlSUfE( 32 )(R 9 *a)PHabba 8114 STbrewy 

6 50 U-PW IM£(BtBOSrON( 30 )OiKOkIam)RWtttflnn 911}13 JfchadOuttt 

r 9242 B 4 BCH!OfllfMCECTBMetOBOpef)BflWftefl 30 l 3 — fOtaats 

8 42 U 224 MWMHCMSH( 28 )(AJll«siipSKtJltaa 8105 lCtkUyV 

9 145234 «BWIIR>fllilgd(BeMmeiieftdnotfiWJfiHcnl 91 P* 

10 061111 100 HUSH ( 33 ) OAsCCtaan^AnMvIUral BIOS LHnv 

lx 213141 fUWICWi<ZQMHMn»liWbasiUll ]2 IftllMBlhi 

12 M 3432 IMM«WaBWmEDNcoM*taAB!«irtUll )100 I* (t thoarfon (SJ 

B 502215 HNpq«trpB)BiaJSWWl>J 0 B 910 (l ■ ■ C UsmBf 

34 334242 SlftORSH &B)Ut AH ftrtWPEBta 10 100 NMmb 

15 340603 WNMNWBMt 0 t)(MsfiaalwAhtt 4 IUtoHlOlOO DITSMtan 

18 1253 S 2 WlMlErmB«leelTobiOJHowdJoh 8 on 9 lOO MrCBamrn 

17 16 P 11 P fOM> HOUSE EZ 2 ft(Bf)CRFte])M Pipe 8 100 tarietaes 

US' P 345 SB' OWPRBW LU> (W) Wchari Hil| P Webber 10 100 — I — J lki a u n 

19 &mrs — ffn »Wf« 2 )flisapwtaP% 9 iflo : wmnsn 

20 65 D 604 EUPatSAMJIOTWaFTMacMFVEttnlOlOQ XJatam 

-20 4 ackMd~ 

Ukeacn vd0K IDa. Tn* ta«»^p woiffeE On»e> Th- Ra&i 8 st 3 b. Oetiy 9 st 8 fc, Saeor^a 
Sn 3 k iboaw MMe- W 2 ft AyWky talA RM Mxae 8 v 13 Ri Oopredf > 4 d a« monos 
Bar fta. Super San* Get 10 D. 

BOtt 7 -IRo—bt Creak. 162 SeMsa SpM%ftlTta PteM, S«ewBDrtr«Bi.»-l BaO, IM 
OBoeseeuilbeBagMw% 14 -ltaKf 1 MliltoPMiltoSNn,l 8 -lMiLHs l PiMltloMar 2 M. 
CkHgita Rafe Mb* Chan* 2 M SaBor Mm, 33 - 1 % Daisy, Master Boston, Ysorase tartar, 

S 6-1 Ciu y «i| i—l 100-1 ulliai 

130 % Joe vue 10 10 0 POabeoy 33-1 (1 Howard Jormma) 21 an 

HMMflUBE 

QOU 1 EN SPMNBtwos never gtfetgwee tttera nutate * the flrw h the M me Mfldmsy 
of Rote. However, the lD 9 oar-old is Just the lype tor tochys contest vtth the «eng and 
trip Here and, nonnaly 8 0 X 0 jumper; he looks It worth another chance. Nek 
Henderson's char& wn an impressive Newbury winner the tm before, defeating 
Eosthorpe in lengths, and h* Ao went in at that sack In November, wttto In beareen he 
nn tMidio Ganem Commend ki the fteaXYbdrshka as Doncaster, whore he dkl not qiAa 
test out the three roOea. Toe Plush has had a aowd season wtth *w atmighi wcumes 
and he 3 only 2 ft Wo*r then last Sms ufaw suvMC t tBWwicr hhfider to master 
Maty Moss in a aoselWsfi etNewbuy, with lha tag Priaee tailed off on hsflrat oudng 
lor 12 months end sum to be a lot War today. Too Plush Jumps wen and ahoukl have a 
say in the Wah. Romany Ciwak la another wah sound ctalms altar his ctaea-up tourth to 
Byers Nap m the Nadonal Hark Handcep Chase. Samr B Baireea comes here fci 
craeUngtem. hsvir# comptozad a hst-Wcfc irfwn scodnfi x Nowtxry. A font nnner. he 
wi be In Ms Moment on lids sharp ootne, and M he runs best In smai fiekto and feces 
a tt)u 0 i task wier 12 sl Ffcwy Troth gave a line Jumping exhtudon to win the four-mHer 
at the Cheltenham Fas&al but Ms smetaur rider, Mfctey Hants, wil be putting up a tot of 
merem^Xhefa. fl alacMo ii: GOU»i 3 HNNER 

I'A' on' l slemjvet AWWERSARY HURDLE (CLASS A) Ml 
(Grado 2 )£ 35 DCX)addBd 4 V 02 tollDyds£ 2 R 23 4 KgoS 9 l 

1 P BMUOncUSNmOVtaMla^taJPfensnllO JFMfcy 

2 '428222 l»a»*aHPa)ffl»ar*nsBiBS)DJi^^ BJatarw 

3 1142 HW DNIH f > : i 47 ) ( 0 ) Mn [Patf Iks AParatill 0 C Manta 

4 031 :»aft(MJ([onr Usher) NVWWUO TJeaka 

5 4 OHOB I IWffBNPHIMBreiVanDoogyaMisJPttTWillO ... . - J B a ft ly 

6 m HARD NEWS (USA) ( 80 ) (D) dX«»CUTin| D Keif 110 COViqwr 

7 14 L' 0 PBBI(fR)( 2 J) TO £Sro 4 f»AhrnetlNM*S»rSDJ*chcfcort 110 MtakOM 

8 UF 2400 MRmD(USA] { 2 fiftDSperica) RNahuaUO B 0 awa» 

B 112234 MBUUnmmitaOtoltoaatanBdtURBuitaUO BPutMl 

10 2 qUNaSHBDCUi miKIlBBMGLkknallO PQtag w r 

11 301 QUAUIYira TO PBOTtomrfP Hotel 110 HW nmu ii 

12 3153 SWMRBnUpSM)fTOTOWVBta£ 5 Wir«NH!ncfetmU 03 AnteKaH 

13 154136 lM&iMEnE| 21 )TOU 1 InMWMUtal 09 OJCaaqr 

- 13 MHd- 

KltMQE 44 . LUpm, 62 Hwd Mr, Ur# Chen Stas, 8-1 ftrenar ta®, HM, Par Dwm, Ita 
katta IM. ®W» ta, Q-aftr, NaW tart, MrWM, 144 . Qatewtad, 1 MW, 33-1 BateSar 
lBSOt Zabadi 4 11 0 A p MoCby 8-1 © MchoteM ll tan 




disaarous one, as the jockey suf- 
fered severe fitdal mfaries in a 
fall from the hurdler Thomton 
Gate. Given the race’s reputa- 
tion for stoiybook finales, ft 
would not be surprising to see 
his mourn, who has a solid form 
chance, figure prominently. 

“It’s fantastic news,” Wyer 
said yesterday. *T will give him 
agmtle school Tomorrow and ft 
■w® be a case of getting to know 
each other. Fve generally had a 
bit of hick at Aintree, f won the 
Becher Chase on Kjk&ra, but 
my National record is not great, 
though I got to the 19 tb on John 
Sovereignty one year." 

Ibreter, forw^wm pessimism 
is as natural as breathing, is also 
surprisingly upbeat about Gca- 

•L20: UOPKRA, having tally his sec- 
ond run over timber when four 
Ten gflK fantih irt rY m i mJ M y frg Q^»n 

in the Triumph Hurdle at ihe CJicl- 
tenham Festival, could mm the ta- 
bles here on Circns Star, who 
finished three lengths abend in sec- 
ond place al Chclienham sod is the 
obvious danger. 

NAD AL SHEBA 
4 J 5 : SIPHON, who beat his stable 
mate Smdpft (lib better off today) 
by three lengths in the Grade One 
Santa Anita Handicap last month, 
with Formal Gold back in sixth 
p l ac e, will be bard to beat on din. . 



1 
li 


sport 

Surface is made to 
measure for Sandpit 


Forster: Wotfa toned 

oral Wolfe’s prospects. "He 
couldn't be better and I think 
he's got a perfectly good 
chance," the man who has al- 
ready saddled three National 
winners, more than any other 
trainer with a runner on Satur- 
day, said. "Chepstow (where 
General Wolfe was well beaten 
behind Belmont King last 
month] was the first poor race 
he has run. It may have come 
too quickly after his hard race 
at Haydock, which was his first 
fora longtime, and the ground 
was also particularly sticky.” 

Jamie Evans, the Australian 
jockey who won the Cora] Cop 
at Chdtenham on Martin Pipe’s 
Big Strand, was booked by the 
same trainer yesterday for Mu- 
goni Beadi, a 150-1 chance. Kim 

Bailey's Glemot, meanwhile, 
remains riderless, but gained a 
significant number of support- 
ers when Dennis Yardy, his 
owner, announced that a quar- 
ter of any prize-money he earns 
on Saturday will be donated to 
Sheffield's children's boarilal, 
where two of his grandchildren 
were treated recently. 


SUE MONTGOMERY 
reports from Dubai 

If attention to detail wins races, 
then t his afternoon's Dubai 
■Wbrld Cup (Mark II) will rcsnlt 
in a 12-way dead-heat. The 
challengers for the sport’s rich- 
est prize - a purse of S4m 
(£2lm), with S2.4m (£1 An)» 
the wkrner— undetwent their fi- 
nal fine-tuning yesterday under 
an unwinking desert sun. 

And, iromcaDy, the weather- 
enforced postponement bom 
Saturday of Sheikh Mo- 
hammed’s dream race may 
mean a better contest. The 
track is now in absolutely per- 
fect condition and the horses. 


with an extra five days of ultra- 
violet cm their backs look like 
so many glosqr. newly shelled 
conkers. The cynosure of all 
eves at Nad Al Sheba during the 
morning was the huge Ameri- 
cas chestnut Sandpit, whose 
trainer, Richard M andd La, put 
him and his stablemate Siphon 
flnui^Ji their paces, not only up 
the home stretch but also on a 
tour of the parade ring. 

Mandella's familiarisation 
exercise did not stretch as far as 
a practice walk into the winner's 
enclosure, but the confidence 
exuding from Camp USA, who 
filled the first three places in last 
year’s inaugural running is un- 
deniable. Willie Carson, the 
BBC’s newest pundit, agreed. 


nrSEI **AI WORLD CUP S 9 UCES {firoup S) 1 » 2 f |hKI 
Penalty Vtohia £ 3 L 43 BL 571 

1 20514- BBIIWtl*n(l*0Sfl«l«*toari4T«i*IMrra49fl .-Hy* 

2 2U21- Bw ce m tooiw a te nta* 1 — * ws — r"™" juiutaya 

3 22 S- 1 B WMB BOTH WtayBSMBO— — JfcawJ 

4 silo- wn® pan to m »**** s***' E ~ 1 

5 BUI- njBBB«Mma 44 »TOCtaeUDMP*^IG«c» GHWB 

S 1410-1 !OIUroVBC*ff 7 )Ptafa«iXMartetelkfilHtate X>Ltayl 7 BU. JtTatoyMB 
7 0-2123 JuOBm»«miW)!PVinta 4 irei««»te 0 'tartMe|teiD&U..-O 8 iite» 

B U 3 .U S*nONpa)TO!®oCtoolN*»«*reW BU *' fl ® llK - 690 at%n *10 

9 1330-11 ITMUMmn rtmnn l*i V fji*— — "’ft— ■I—Ciivnitfi inn LtaBoJU 
ID 133-12 SMCftT { 32 } Hfl ^etm iroaugfonw ff MtetKC , 15 ' S 9 0 - . C ukaw 4 12 
11 1112-3 KEY OF LUCS C 2 S) JCQ| 3 M!an N X IfclitftXl f 0 0 . CABasU 

IT 123 B 4 MiWBliMtigttelSMliDm'MJaliW^iTO^S^ UtarerS 

13 26141 - U 1 I 0 (lift CSaiM tavatal C flaB teHCB i 5 9 0 N J Na>M 1 

BEmwa: M gatea. 7-2 ftattaft. oa frentt CeM. 7 -l TteD a m , Ol n- w mftttv . rUn»re»- 
i% IM. Itay 01 Lack. 201 HBtate **. Lmo. 3SA Bm ft% 404 . Bgm irteda 

IBM: Oftr 6 8 12 J Betty iW UjC. USi 11 tan 


NMttngwtt BQkig baner turtwig tor hotnetrt the Tnumnh than LWEMt but lw «m run 
out of It In tl* dosing sages after tott&ng bneDy two &0*s out, fHaareng kxatfi banra 
Commanaie Court tMoren loir Imgtfit. 7h» ton of OB Wc ms raong tor Udy m ascend 
tm over umber man after an onpres&ue wrnng rjeom at Kanmn. war nncronttnant 
ateN. Mpadafy on ms ew trade Ltkwa car turn around Tnumpn rurntg won h* 
stataeroste Ctreua Star, wno ms a langji second but has yet to wan over huntes. 
MK— tit and Hard Naas represent Ireland. The loniwr, a 50-1 shot A we Tnumph. 
staged to Sresh «nxft but this less demareBngcousa s not r her tamr. Had N ns tot 
beaten a couple of lenffltt by Conanonche Corel at Leopaitisfbwi last tm aatn 
Martonelte more Own a dnen lengss adrift In fourth, and rraffn prow L'Opera's tn»®l«t 
nvaL Summer Sped. Hard to LUpm K Hampton, beaten more than 10 Nmcm. is only 
ftb better off. ta- Dim landed Mi tea mo races and holds Mr VM and a te w ag uanr 
scorer M on r» Windsor second id Red fbia. wMe Maftte tat wri oe me better ter 
Mi debut 10-ieneh tareth to Taheamemo a Newbury and should team doser to Onus 
Snr (tMHength second). Se l ect i on; ldpERA 

nj“jCAl CUVEE NAM NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS B) £10000 
added 3m If Penalty Valog C7JL08 

1 Q/FU-2 ARSftENNMItlftlCCaBaiaftJI>Meriai20 MrElms 

2 01 Bff{)ltaBCUI>(3Q^fttens)MRtXHts6120 MrPlteditaK 

3 F-13 HCNnnUM(34) EkmsU^aKNoerain7120 MrAPwker 

4 2M224. jaMBnrncnKffn) (CC BarwUlftrarB 120 Nrdlwdtar 

5 263 LUBBMAajnapBjBIPVterartf BSn«i9120 HrRVMiey 

E 11 OKMBOMLSUTl£(2QtEaKtttaUrGndpan)UaBj nqdnnBlSDJIrFHBMgr 

7 V-25 SANDS Of GOtD p&HQm(lBad»n^ C Matin 9 120 Mr L L«y 

8 38-5 TANGLE BAaON (.) (P J date) K Cmmgs 9^0 ItaJOntagi 

9 P2 mEMNUMWBI(lft{rAitaftnlimJSeianl0120 MrJJten 

10 IttoTS CBM MAR (M)(D I Carter) 0 Cater 9 120 HrRIboata 

11 FEUS*- MAMBlMCaiJ)0l8ia*»aMtdrtnI0129 aVAamrelfatfe 

-Udidmd- 

BEIlItt UOfteeteM ftfta.B4BmbBlHV.7nl Jte«re«, HMtatt tt-UUUngnn* 
14-1 TbarttBoorW Star, l*-ll*rH»C«t»r,20-lJota«iy the Fox, Bonita Of Bold, a^lTwicMB«o 

2996c Vftrftiv 7 12 0 Mr C Storey 158 (NB J Storey) 9 on 
FORM GUIDE 

HTOFAMDOUP, winner of two points ton season, scored tm Ms return m tha Dade by a 
Oaonoa in an open m Hffiam in February. He needed to be tenon out m die end to boat 
Ask Arttay a Jen0b and a rpater on laa laraMr-chose debut A Hrertmalon taoer n the 
month, having wandered AKroacMng the last Bui Thai was a gpod effbn aromst a 
decent field, of vmeft the remaining runners, Indudng Sands Or GoU and Umtga 
Batter, were vwl strung out- After that Huntingdon run, Lrertga Gutter retuned » the 
come ft be tnrea and a half lengths second to Orctestre SuHh. who ant agsm A 
Sttstfbrt- tent' month, Ttan0e Boron fifth. Orchestral Suite. Bghdy raced tn points, 
teyroved dgu fi cant» at Stretford and Is a dear dangar to Bnutemtaip. Anforao n a 
fafiar In thn race last, year, when Johnny the Fbx vres fourth to Wutemp, could mstaro 
on* an 18-lengh soccnd to Frit Pointer at Nevrixny test time. HtMaynmn. successfoi m 
a MumteuTO hunter chase and an open port « lanerk. had Ms terttebons oroosed n 
tanwoer when Hard to Jkfome A Katex Tbra’s GnaW Star's 33-1 success A Wncanton 
owvd much tD tfw mtefortunea of otfMre. but IMteig Urea ba« aubaaquere Fakenham 
hunur rensa winner mat Chance on har return m a tades’ race A MoBngnm test 
month. SaiacUOK BnOFAMDtUP 

I con I BARTON & GUESTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
ISSSlJ £35,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Vsfcm £11 j089 

1 32-8335 EBCWIdflOE (HQ Ctti W) dtonan C Manxs) D UdxMm 5 11 10 BtaMaoftr 

2 215116 VHWTA QUEB10H (21) 4^4 D4t MhsWendnci) M Mcnts9U2 Ctnkqw 

3 6-5663* BEnBtTBKS«WW(4il)(nEBdBOGWntoU10U A Babbit 

4 11206 WEB* NUMOT TO IP»tertiamnaarigUt8N7i*«»x>OBVW 7 10 5 — CUt t W^a 

5 643460 tOPS9«(21) PW (FAantXrcan) JteWna8W3 RStala 

8 1660-51 BRmnMMDO(47)|MnBS«adGBakinB6]03 BCUad 

7 101-348 wmsn&mnPMBmtodMteWMVftmSIDS H Wan i 

B U-Q24U BZZAZUMI (23) TO ID S Ha® 1*5 M Reveler 7 10 3 PWraoB 

a 3Q3AR3 OVUM (23) (::&[ HnMs PSrerahW M Ppa 5 10 2 DUMAS 

10 OP-1211 IK STRAW (22) £ C Jones) MIHx BIO 2 to nft B — 

U 1-26232 JBMMWSIIWKBBAimpwwiWe^JWtaT^ INnae 

12 066066 tXIEWTCmtaerErraqlPhobteBlOO '■ C Toney 

13 30S3 nilAHRX8t(USA)TO{WsMHnCFanx)MF%el01D0 BUoort(7)B 

U J214F32 house CAPD vtpti^TC lbs GlteUetreoktJftoGeakiB 10 Q RJotaaa 

15 05*6221 MmiBOClftmTOrtmMtR9&HdMUCoUfiU>JPWni9U)0 Btanfl 

15 Q2MU VTlWBM»(TOa3»TO(»*sHWSBtea)NfiBobJ30JI)n VNaMonB , 

17 F316J5 ROSI KM6 (99) TO) (Mauice E tao) M bs S B fcsnis 10 10 0 LAqaBTO 

- 17 decteted- 

Mntaatn we&C 10U. TruBhandkap aaShKNhglin Of Shadn 9sr 13AL Dr leu* 9S 12ft. Tamtapour 
9a 13b, Houa Capttei 9sr im Sn*i Tbo 9d 4b UksorStew flst 30, Rase KHi 8a. 
acnMft Sd. EKartaftK IM Big 8baa4. 7-X ftratpa, Mret A QpMtta% MM. Ongtag tadfle 
Urek, StdbltM, 12-1 Ban Itateln.lOteptateWStadas.iareaqMV, 14-1 Dr lata, Hbom Cap- 
taA Vlcior terno, 20-1 Better Tlans Ahaerl, Star Shred, Top Spin, 100-1 Rom Ktog 
199ft tap Spin 7 10 11 A PMcGcy 20-1 (J mating 19 rsi ! 

FORM GUIDE 

ESCARIEHOUE went off maiku leader tor the Stayanf Hunfle A the Qmnenham FesOval j 
and looked MralyteoUge when esteMbhmg a dear lead alter three Off* oui only to weak- I 
en and flnWi fifth beMrrtJtarshr. Hflo<4 Qneottoo. ehofnlahod less than bio lengths be- , 
Hnd the sMacikm A Cheltenham, has a 3R> puU. She ta teu)y treated when compared wdi | 
winning this In 1505 and rases the main threat. B|g Strand, only 10th over the as tlfilR 
In the Coral Cup m tha Cheltenham FssUmbL finished tore an amass tn pip ABetpttm and 
make It a one-uw far Martin Pipe wtm lamarpour. wtx> k teom the same yard csos* up m 
flcm and Dr LatattsMh. Thtt was Bug StranTs twrd success Prom twrrons this term - he 
was iua beaten by 1bp Janaan In the Mhar and he can again figure even if ne a 7to Mgyar 
than test time, (taanpoft. another tnned by Pipe, comes Iran the raetarang. having ron thaa 
of a hugafWdtD Biarenear«the Festftai. FWdiie Muck Unshed stoah mthA ewntand 
te held but Ekredta. aayme on In Hih when he blundered and unseated two ou t could be 
tear tha frush. S uia ct k m; ESCAffiglGW 


HYPEBON 

? Syfvan Prtocass 3 L 55 Grand Lad 3-30 «««*■ 

out FHends 4 j 05 OHgtfriB 4A0 Wra«e SID 
M ^ribucca SAP PlaMf PTAmour - 

GOING: Finn- STALLS: Ink fc. V*K* AW«njMM ««*. 

S Righi-haud. umtutoUng cwws, with a , a 

course te Urn BE of Mtf. off AtLtetestre **MJV 

rw7»i-3%ctBdrf ftnrj Ail 

'snnL rtwrwtta.^ CAWAMrflv- Sitor^ BmgCterPaxk-filZ 

artmllx car JWt fwr octUpmU. '• 


LABfmWSNBMS: tab* VSmsm, tfi. 40 ) 

w Hrew from the Ittetrflfcn. — — 

r^^HARBOROUSH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

SSS&sw: 

i smmkzssm. 


ren»» 3-1 flyivaB Woestei 7 ^ ta Itemi M H^ki** 14 * M 

HbcM iMdtate W Cbretas tea. JM.lNhne ta*o 

l aw ee l LDONNGION STAKES (CLASS C) ElfiOO 
Li-OOj added SVDBf - 

1 &0 M)llwaw«( 13 )WTlirer 92 - J^! 

2 31523 - DRAM) IAD (RS) R AnraBong 9 0 __¥« 0 te«t »3 

3 14 - ■ 998 H ACCORD ( 212 ) TO taJ BawdiaOO lAMawB 

4 501230 - HAWY 6 AMBt(IH)tl 9 ft WJtayflO. 

5 5 J 5034 MIMAWBMri^RltftahtaSli-DWBtaTOl 

6 31224 - limCEiHBHBWWBfPA^BMMlmBS-^JMBMayB 

BEtlBUfc 7-4 a -4 lak Mladtea^MD ^ft e te gtaaff, «. 
bWi AfiMrf, 7-1 mat T IBM IW DMda And Ma 

P^q/T} BURTON OVERY SELLTOG S1AKES (CLASS 

G) £3fl00 added 3TO 0f 

1 1-44640 RTroRTHEJ 0 B(S 3 )TOTva 95 ^ P WB» 4« 8 

2 10104.1 mmoWHWW TO WSBTO 05 — 

i BtasssEsg! 

t SSSSK&JSSB* — «£* 

8 0 - SEMftSPTftCJHSSO 

9 0 BaiARlAAB) I 10 ixa 89 — 

10 000040 noafwmw!«J)C|Mw 89 -— 

n QQ 2545 fflnffSHOBE w « HTOrahttri 89 IlKgiwS 

-lldsdread- 


SSw«i 


250 & wm 


mAmwmm 

HYPERION 

aj s Mystic H# 2^5 PifoW 

assays 


nwytaraarrft * 4 " -^■rwiftiftrateBMvmTttTy'sRoaa. 
ni Far Ike Ate, 20-1 fltaw 


lAfWl KNKHTON MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS R £3^00 added 2Y0Sf 

1 AMANDAIfiBCD«yei 90 n I Slack a 

2 3 O' waS WS Oft R Boa 90 Wftnl 

3 PRMEEFOlEVWGMItenerSO Oil T ifti ( 7)8 

4 BBBCfHIRIbnrenOO WEddwyft 

5 RUStTBASEJOilnnSD IQta >3 

E SGUBOH HEHVBI J Baoy 9 0 KDartay 2 

7 SteOtMH SARMG KHcMHteBO IFtaaS 

B AWANtMBMnsSS .TSpnkaT 

8 MHHKlR 0 LKHaB 89 Area MdCaoreilfl 

10 SEA BW Uertjn ktosde 8 9 1 takdte 

-lOderioad- 

HEtmft M Raftcted, H 4 - OHflta, M SmwA Hanaa, 10-1 Aim 
A ad A left 13-1 Sootth fsflteg 14-1 Item tarnl, Adaa Da. IM. S— 
tete, Pltece Rtey. 25-1 Rudy Bttta 

nrSfll langham maden stakes (class d) 
LILIjlJ £4^00 added lm 3f 183yds 

1 KflDkJMjattn 4 9 l 2 RRTOaB 

2 aHAlftEJotnAHBSi »497 IBnraM 6)4 

3 0 *IWMo»NMeealte 386 1 

4 0 - 1 HRaCffl 8 ( 15 ftJBadn 38 e ICon* 2 B 

5 0 WELLCOME tN ( 202 ) Jctn A H*Iti 3 8 6 lOMtpS 

8 - 05 - MGHTH 8 KE( 14 ftMJ 0 lraDn 381 Itaatogl 

-IMka 4 - 

BEmMQ: 1 M 1 Mgtt HkaTO, 11 - 10 ^ Thee Cftare, MM. Kota, 10 - 1 VW- 
come he, 3 M eftw 

■ Tte j«icy Tha Sprake pkied up a two-day baa Jll - 12 
April) after being found ^2ty of using b& whip with ex- 
cessive frequency at Hamflton yesterday. 


c"<fn"| S8A0N DE MONTFORT MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4£00 added lm 2f 

1 ODD CMMMlOQDJttatteOft 1 C 9 lTXMa 912 RPifcaS 

2 S3- HDRIUE 5 ( 34 S) Bob Awes 4 9 12 ND«$ 

3 n 5 WBDHtrty 4912 . _Jt(tectnMl 

4 3000 - WOCCLNftSlADTDO ( 451 ) P Pnlirani 59 12 _H«ao»S 

5 603-2 HffSlSt S0HSIA(7)l«d rtjrftnffJcn<97 — D HantacuB 

G 362- SWnWHMKOIB(r(!90)JDwfop3 87 MEdfoqr? 

7 SURTCEYM j 3 hrson 38 7 MHbS 

8 IDHOOKSKEAHTPCde 382 Ctevtwr* 

8 3 NMWCOiaftM>JOetf 3 B 3 tatto 0 <q«rift 2 

-Bdadtead- 

HEnilC: anas SbatoaHanoret, 7-2 Natet«ca,B-lSwMy, lb -1 IMMM. 

12 -lTasafc, Wsftam SboaM. UtW> HNH. »1 thK 


KBWORTH HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
added Tf 

ARtBSHOES G 03 ) TO a HeasavDc a 9 10 A tank l 

MHT MNCE (13) p) ft Uoflte 5 9 8—8 Utah (7) ID 

AnnmpftlksAKng4813 liRobaris2 

MUIOVA (1ft R HcNrehted 3 B 13 Firm (ft 3 

Hcn»nBiMTOGBnii«S 8 i 2 rmr 

1 «E 0 FMeir(»ftRGuai 4811 Dtetebbap)* 

nft9t0wmtm0TONCaft9n*3B96n) 

PttBfetaryS 

SVEY AKA £118) (D) B Hartuy B B 3 — D trDeaotee (3) • 

IIAStQ?M-&ffClBa)NB 8 tXHg 2 5 aO ft Writeoff) 8 V 

tASreHMCKDDCasfiwSni NCttWtB 


1 522230 - 

2 000006 

3 064630 

4 854000 

5 02305-2 

6 346032- 

7 434-1 

B 004400 - 

9 S 0015 - 

10 250002 


BETTING: 156 Ptafotr Dtaear, 46 Vietary taw, 1X2 Lett Owes, 8-1 
HWBnea.»UMakK«. IMthBara, HuttrlU4i.mxU-l 
‘ Sriay Aaa, 20-lTkMQf WgM 


yjUpi iisui 

nowa Ihmj tlterf 


235 MAJDBi HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2,575 added 2m If 

J p SSWMS^WHMIIN* 
! S 

SSSXSFZZZ* 




2 •'ffiS&xsSSS' 

3 OOF i SStaSBO)* 


5 540 MW1HSB100- *d4M B 

-GdedMd- 

BEfnNllMiltaafiMBBttJMAwcttiJM 

tottek, 14 Altair Ob ni n ia# 

320 HAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5000 added 3m 

1 lift DOUMABO( 47 ) 7 12 0 - 0 * 5 “® B 
J 40 BBI— «»« a 
- 2 dedmd- . 

8 PTWB: Ml Dortetagii M TOWN MN — re 

355 HAMNCAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£3000 added 2m If 

1 rn 

3 262 umEmPEQRPCmCTSlll— - 


3 403 SNHRftMOMpftn&iefi — — 

- 3 rtad*nte- 

BBB 4 B «Udk»Sri ri ta. 5 ? .ata<ltate,MMQ 

IftMLw 

430 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q 
£4^500 added 2m UOyde 

1 w Nua umm o t a mm m o- 

2 264 ■amraTOEpJJBnD-Rfttena 

3 5 fg KEEfKW Uft 5 U 7 

-SdadMd- 

BEraift 26 l*kRtatl i TO .W W fcn Ite nl ». gl 

Mdfom 

500 HUNT® CHASE (CLASS H) 
£1^400 added 3m 

1 «5 MDDCBMSNOlftn 12127 

JNkaLBftWMlin 


2 Pff tWI»ra{lB 5 (C 0 H 3»7 

-JffOftftalfl) 

3 314 RUSrrRRBEdftnniOU 7 

— Mr Ramm 

4 tm cusftanaipJMiSCO 

_-JbP AkttllW* Wn) 

5 2 M aooowftiBKrra mm 

Mriwueaetmto 

6 am jeuftOft U 120 jtaPtadvm 

7 3/ OBWBUREfcrailOllO 

la- JCuMtalB 

8 3 ft fawn bxbo cift rn?— 

-nr lPMritem 

-BdHtaal' 

BEntt& 4 lb%BiMTO 4 .L 0 nmin,UQBa 6 

n^nw)iMtanetaLUAm>ftMiiM 

UkreoFhsOiaftyHA 2 »LlBla 4 


%TBE INMEPENMEVT 

RACING SERVICES 

089^261 ^ 

A Miff B jl 981 
[BCKia 982 

'WMON 983 


Aintree 3.45 

Hn c H L T 

BtetaaBa kw 7-1 fi? M V-i 

fo wrayOtek 7-1 L V 71 7-1 
ta gB J teft 6-1 132 B 7-1 
Rtetattaca 7-1 W 7-1 7-1 

KTO H. 13 0 71 13 ? 

tea tab M_U 2 _ >_ 1 _ H 

Omrem M_»L “4-_ 

Hreitlrik IM 111 IM IM 
Mb IN T^ T 201 Ul 1 2-1 

HBPterWoflte 1 G 1 201 l&l Igl 

Ora WteaBtea Jfel 301 16-1 35-1 

Ufffl-t 2 S -1 2 01 25-1 

tad tare »1 301 251 2 M 

S tater 201 25-1 1 S -1 2 S 4 

»1_»:1 WW 

Umkr Oakm 4 01 AVI 

Ctaaterlad. . 501 BM BM 501 




"These are aB lop-das. hoisrs" 
he said, “but for i be Americans, 
running on dirt is just routine. 
I understand some of the 
British horses have been work- 
ing well on it* but -it's a differ" 
cm mailer flat oui under 
pressure in a race." 

The pair who will carry the 
Sheikh's maroon and while. 
Flcmcnsfirth (trained by John 
Gosden) and Singspitfi (Michael 
Simile) are those who seem io 
have adapted best io ti*e unfa- 
miliar undcrfixjl conditions ami 
having wind kicked in their 
facesJiicruUy. 

Glass-legged Flcmcnsfirth is 
Mandella's idea of (he danger. 
He said: “He may not look pret- 
ty when he gallops, but some of 
his limes here have been sen- 
sational." Two Smgspieb would 
make one Sandpit, but the tiny 
colt is u seasoned traveller . 
with top victories in Canada and 
Japan under his bell, and is as 
tough as a Bedouin nomad. 
John Cork, who has overseen 
his two months* preparation in 
Dubai, said: “He has blossomed 
in the sun. and is like a bomb 
wailing to explode." 

Grass-vetmvsand form is dir* 
tieult to compare, but Sandpit 
(435) can dig In. Of the outsiders, 
Even Titp has made dramatic 
physical progress from three to 
four and if he copes with the kick- 
hack from his inside draw, could 
reward each-way support. 


FIRST SHOW 


How they bet on today's 
televised racing 

Coonawara Is a top-priced 12- 1 
with Ladbrokes - Cora) and the 
Tote go S-l . FTcmensfirth is 10-1 
(Coral ) - William Hill go 7-1. 

Ian Davies 


Nad Al Sheba -435 

H« c H L__jr 

Stem SUB. M M 

&L-SL. 

tarall MU M « M N 

M !1 JI?_«uW_ 3 S 

****** _y 

Hmatak . 104 _ 7 - 1 _ 91_01 

IfevOfl ute 1 4-t iM 1 41.141 



HAMILTON 

2 J 0 : X. MISTER BANKE 5 fTSixalrel 1-3 
far, 2 . Mtreumfti Boy 4~u 3~ Floy Brigs 
33 -J- 4 ran. 3'L V*. (W G M Turner, Slwr- 
bonte). TotK £ 3 - 2 a OF: £J_ 40 . CSF: 1 X 87 . 

24 ft 1 . rM STIU- HERE (K Dailey) 5-2 
tar. 2 . Nathw Itatdi 5 - 1 ; 3 . tanpMi 8 - 1 . 
S ran. Mt.fW.tf Bony, CocAflfftaml. TtofiK 
£ 250 ; £ 1 . 10 . £ 3 .oa DP. £ 7 . 40 . CSF: 
£ 11 . 24 . NR: Mm Fuss. Peremca. 

3 Jft X. HIGH ntEMRMI (AClAWW 2-1 
tur. 2 . Sun MHk 33 - 1 : 3 . Okter Nag 9 A 
12 no. % %. (R Fahey, Maton). Tote; £ 340 ; 
£ 3 - 80 . £ 4 . 20 . £ljb. OF; £ 57 . 40 . CSF; 
£ 75 . 45 . irks £ 5430 . 

34 ft 1 . ROCK ISLAND UNE IP IfoberB) 
5 - 1 ; 2 tycoon Him 16 - 1 ; 3 . MmiBbuo 12 - 1 . 
7 two. 7-4 Are Munon Wallace ( 5 th). ft IV*. 
CJ Beny, CDCkaham). Tote: £ 4 ft 0 ; £ 480 . 
DF: £ 51 . 60 . CSF: £ 60 . 32 . 

40 ft l. MANFUL (N Kemeftd B- U 2 loitl 
AHMCM 033 - 1 : 3 . Moonokta 12 - 1. 14 ran. 
9-4 tav Boreas GA ( 6 thl. Nk. 5 . fMns L Pcr- 
«L Avi). 1 Uk £ 8 . 10 ; £ 2 . 40 . £ 3 J 0 . £ 340 . 
DF: £ 40 . 50 . CSF: £ 240 . 40 . Incut: 
£ 2876 . 47 . TnK £ 355 . 40 : £ 15 aiB canal 
fbiwaro to Aintree 3.45 inlay. NR: Northern 
Motia. 

44 ft 1 . GLOBE RUNNER (K Daley) 
20 - 1 : 2 . Hare Comes HoiWe 4-7 tar. *. 
Pbftntet 16 - 1. 14 ran. 1 'A. 2 */:. U J O'Nefli. 
Peretth). TQM: £ 3050 ; £ 650 . £ 1 . 10 , 
££ 5 a DF: E20J2O. CSF: £ 30 . 06 . Tflcasc 
£ 23 & 4 & Tno: £ 35 . 40 . „ 

PtacBpot: £ 13050 . Qnadpofo £ 2630 . 
Place B: £ 322 . 99 . Plate ft £ 230 . 45 . 

EXETER 

220 : 1 . SULAWESI (Mr i Goltisfeinj 9 - 4 ; 
Z Ghw And Ttika 6-13 to* 3 , IMiflar 13 - 2 . 
3 ran. 5 . 12 . [N TawwHJawes, Chcl- 
smarm. Tote £ 260 . DF; £ 110 . CSF: £ 3 . 74 . 

25 ft X. ON MY TOES tf FrtW) 14 1 : 2 . 
Quaker Watt* 61 ; 3 . Flaw 71 m Point 6 -L 
B ran. 5-2 tav Rose « Glenn ( 6 WL V„ 6 . {R 

Ft oh. BuH*stle«m>. T««: 0330: £2.60. 

£ 140 . £ 160 . DF: £ 42 ^ 0 . CSF: £ 76 . 17 . Tn- 
case C 43 L 23 . 

220 : 1 . SORCtatE (8 CUtaOl 3 - 1 ; 2 . 
Moeamo 2 -u 3 . Jonja* CteMtoUn 12 - 1 . S 
ran. 64 tav Fte! Oass HMD. 3 '/i, 6 . |G Balcl- 
ifigi FyfieW). Tote £ 3 . 00 : £ 1 . 70 . £ 140 . DF: 
£ 430 . CSF; £680 

3 J 50 S JL MR SNA 6 CLE (C Maudei 2 - V 2. 
KM Cretal 71 ; 3 . StMhracri 3 - 1 . 4 ran. 
7-4 (ai Super Tacbcs WW . Nk, 2 . iKrrcn Ear- 
le, Stumwteter Newtrari. IWw £ 2 . 10 . DF: 
£9 00 . CSF: £ 11 . 72 . 

420 : 1 . MONKS JAY 1 C Maude) 13 - 1 ; 2 . 
Pokfon Prtde avers tav; 3 . Hobeit BucMnan 
4 - 1 . 4 ran. 5 , 4 . IG Thomer. Wantage!. Tote 
£ 11 . 90 . DF: £ 8 - 8 0 . CSF: £ 23 . 17 . 


4 J 0 ; 1 . COUNTRY LOVER fMr A Fanond 
11 - 4 : 2 . Foodu lad Evens lav; 3 . Carte- 
cornier 2 & 1. 10 ian.a 2 K. JMPfoe. Wtent 
ton). Tote £ 3 . 00 ; £X 80 . £ 1 . 10 . £ 3 . 70 , . 
DF: £ 280 . CSF: £ 535 . Tore £ 11 . 50 . Nit 
Atoe SfioreJarii 

Ptacepot: £ 1 , 13750 . Qumfom: £ 130 . 70 . 
Ptace 0: 11.US.1S. Pima S £311.77. 

WORCESTER 

200 : 1 , AS JM (VSfflwyt U- 4 ; X ftera 
Spy 16 - 1 ; 3 . SHteMteM 6 - 1. 33 ran. 5-2 
favltewm Janlne (pulled upi. 7 . 7 . (OOttan. 
Tote £ 330 : £ 130 . £ 3 . 40 , £ 150 . DF: 
£ 30 . 70 . CSF: £ 37 ^ 4 . Tryr £ 3080 . Nfc BJy 
ent (tefonacnemecn. 

23ft L RtPAKUS U Dsbome\ 13-8 rav; 
2 , MkcMaTStar 9 - 1 ; 3 . Moon Dmrtl 10 - 1 . 
13 ran. 3 . 4 . (PWeCMrt.Tote £ 2 . 40 ; CL 40 . 
£aia £ 2 . 40 . DF: £ 13 X 01 CSF: £ 1 & 8 L Wo; 
£ 95 . 90 . MC Blue Havana. 

3 J)ft 3 . DOMAffC DE PRON (R Befiamy) 
7 - 2 : 2 . H«h laario 13-8 fav. 8 ran. Ds. 
(Mrs LTavtoO. Tote £ 4 . 20 : £ 1 . 70 . 0 . 80 . 
DF: £ 3 . 00 . CSF: £ 9 . 38 . TnK No 1 and No 
2 rati! any other EZjOQ. Mt Deep 5 on& 
330 : 1 . ROTAl PIPER (L Haney) 141 : 
2 . Bartbnl Sowralpi 13 - 2 ; 3 . Oatls Rom 
&-L 11 ran. 9-2 fen BanMvud | 41 M. V*. I'.'i. 
(A 1 WUsonl. Tote £ 13 - 60 : £ 3 . 70 . £ 2 . 10 . 
£ 2 . 40 . DF: £ 4030 . CSF: £ 9 jLll Tncast 
£ 558 . 64 . TnK £ 155 . 60 . NR: kfogtiarn al 
Sftados. 

4 jOftl-HAl«flASSIMrOMcPhail 101 ; 
2 . Peter Mommy 11 - 2 : 2 Wao - * Cram 
16 - 1. 15 ran. 3-1 iw Above The Cut 3 . 10 . 
USmxhl Tote £ 13 XXk £ 2 . 50 . £ 230 . £ 530 . 
DF: £ 3730 . CSF: £ 55 . 31 . Tnca&t £ 807 . 61 . 
Trio: £ 114 - 80 . 

43 ft 2 NOFR»U*K(DBnd 0 Uteri 101 : 

2. Itaraw 15^- & rotator Cottage 14 1. 

4 . Danuia bnp B-i. 17 ran. 11-4 tai Boots 
NAlVi L (GMcCOuri). Tote £ 12 . 60 ; £ 320 . 
£ 3 . 80 , £ 230 , £2 2 a DF: £- 168 . 70 . CSF: 
£ 345 . 73 . Tneost Etf» 2 . 63 . Tna £ 1,02830 
[part non). NR: Oneohfi. 

5 . 00 : L RUPERT BLUES [M Rctortfc' 
16 1 ; 2 . Star Adventure 12 - 1 ; 3 . CarMn 
SMC 51. 21 ran. 4-1 few Darner's Cfiowe 
| 4 Ut). V-. nk. (J lunja. Tote: £24 20 ; £ 5 . 90 . 
£ 5 . 30 , £ 1 - 90 . DF: 1174 ^ 0 . CSF: £ 196.63 
Tno: Not won. NR: Samud WUmpln. 

530 : X. MELODY MAID IM A FiCRnMi 
2-1 few 2 - CoMa Lane 16-1: 3 . Bruah Mill 
FanM 16 - 1 . 20 ran. 10. 2 IN Hcnocnwnt. 
Tote £ 3 . 00 ; £ 1 . 70 . £ 2 . 20 . £ 430 . Df 
£ 30 . 70 . CSF; C35 03 . TnK £ 5130 . NR Oue 
by Thouffus. Hack On. 
jackpot: Not won i pod at £ 72.366 75 car 
lied tomord). 

Ptacepot £ 505 . 80 . Quacfoot £10110 
Place &- £ 255 . 05 . Place 5 : L12107. 


£100,000 

GRAND 


ZETTERS 


Hi 


It’s easy to 
enter and it's in 



on Friday 
and Saturday 


Telephone entry 
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rn^MV a A PRTL 1397 ♦ THE INDEPENDENT 


sport _____ 

Sport has become a vehicle for hyperbole and heaven help 
the performer who doesn’t come up to expectations 


After Oliver McCall knocked oat 
Lennox Lewis In September 1994 
to become the World Boxing 
Council heavyweight champion, 
he spoke about the benefits of im- 
proved behaviour. He related ad- 
vancement in the ring to being a 
better person. 

Subsequent events have shown 
that McCall was no closer to re- 
demption than he had ever been. 
In a wild-eyed loss to Frank Bruno 
at Wembley and then the bizarre 
performance he gave when back in 
the ring with Lewis for the vacant 
title, there was worrying evidence 
of derangement. 

Following fresh outbursts of vi- 
olence that are thought to be drug 
related, McCall was admitted this 
week to a mental institution. 


As this coincided with the news 
that the 1995 Open golf champi- 
on, John Daly, has entered the Bet- 
ty Ford clinic in an attempt to 
overcome his chronic drink prob- 
lem, you may think it a good time 
to wonder about wbat is going on 
out there. 

In consideration of more 
hayarions professions, I am not en- 
tirely comfortable with the idea of 
pressure in sport. Nevertheless, it 
exists and some people cope with 
it better than others. What we are 
ta lking about here is individual 
temperament, and probably genetic 
weakness. Invoking the wrath of 
authority does not get us any- 
where. 

Sport is taken too seriously 
on die one band and not serious- 


ly enough on the other. For 
example, very little account is 
paid by television and mass circu- 
lation newspapers to the fact that 
boys go into professional football 
straight from school and receive 
very little guidance in social de- 
velopment. 

The supporter, who probably is 
raising a similar type beneath his 
own roof, sees sports stars and their 
contemporary lifestyles moving 
closer to what was once considered 
revolutionary or immoral. Not a 
d amn is given as long as the team 
wins, and attitudes have changed 
anyway. 

Due to expanding interest across 
the airwaves and in newspapers, 
the focus on performance and be- 
haviour intensifies. Moderation 



no longer comes into it- Sport has 
become a vehicle for hyperbole. 
And Cod help the performer 
who doesn't come up to expecta- 
tions. 

All sports hold the prospect of 
disappointment and the daunting 
inevitability of anticlimax. The 


message that filters through in 
rime becomes all too clear. Along 
with the urge to succeed comes 
the realisation that, in roost cas- 
es, and in most sports, it will soon 
be over. 

Atas h the disappointment of be- 
ing left out of England’s 1966 
World Cop winning team that 
caused Jimmy Greaves to become 
an alcoholic? Did Manchester 
Undted f s decline after winning the 
European Cup in 1968 trigger 
George Best's sad plight? Nobody 
can be sure of this, but I was 
brought up to believe that most 
things in life come at a price. 

In an interview Nick Faldo gave 
this week to Martin Hardy of the 
Daily Express, he said: “Every time 
you play you wonder when the next 


can it be that a football manager fettat the major^r^^nwrodK 

isfess than the success hewas,sun- £2^* 


ply because of one bad season? 

Bombarded with games and 
analysis on television, the sup- 
porter begins to think himself so* 
phisticated to the point where 
absolute judgements can bemade. 
The novelty or simply having a 
game to look at is no longer 
enough to command attention. ’ 

The inescapable conclusion is 
that sports performers of the fu- 
ture vml get an even tougher ride. 
There is no magic elixir that sep- 


every one who hits about in night- 
clubs, then: are 20 pushing troBeys 
. around supermarkets. ; 

The there Is innocence, too.i 
Sport isn’t the real worhLOocc, 
over dinner, a prominent goner was 
asked whether he thought foe 
United States was right to drop; 
bombs on Libya. Interrupted in Ins 
thoughts, he remarked on foede- 
gree of difficulty" imposed by a par 
three at Pebble Beach. Thai s pres- 
sure for you. 


Lions lured into 
gamblers’ den 


Neutral referees, 
the top hotels, more 
money than the av- 
erage Swiss bank 
and a backroom 
staff oozing experience, imagi- 
nation and technical know-how. 
For eight long months, the Li- 
ons management had left noth- 
ing to chance in their pursuit of 
victory over the world champi- 
ons in this summer's foree-Test 
series. And then came yester- 
day’s squad announcement 
The best-laid plans wiQ count 
for nothing if Ran Cotton’s high- 
risk party goes pear-shaped up 
there on the South African veldt 
Cotton and his fellow selectors 
may have scoured the rugby 
landscape and taken in dose on 
250games since they began their 
Lion hunt last September, but for 
afl that this is a gambler's team. 

Cotton, Ian McGeechan and 
Jim Telfer are staking every- 
thing on two world-class goal- 
kickers staying lit throughout the 
most intense and least forgiving 
tour in Lions history (one of 
those, Neil Jenkins, is already in- 
jured, by the way). They are also 
betting heavily on no fewer than 
seven English Second Division 
players raising their games suf- 
ficiently to survive what is certain 
to be an acid test What is more, 
they are punting their last pen- 
ny on nine men who cannot even 
count themselves first-choices 
in their own national teams. 

It is not difficult to foresee a 
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STAND-OFFS 


Chris Hewett says 
Fran Cotton’s squad 
is fraught with 
potential disaster 

few pigeons coming home to 
roost Some very advanced 
weaponry will spend the summer 
foousanfo of miles away from the 
whiffofSoufo African gunfire - 
Nfike Catt, the versatile England 
outside-half, is the most notable 
absentee, but he can be brack- 
eted with a number of other 
proven international match-win- 
ners inducting Jonathan Davies 
and Ben Clarke - and it is a bold 
call indeed to travel without 
players of that calibre. 

Cotton was quite prepared to 
admit that a number of candi- 
dates had suffered an unlucky roll 
of the dice. Catt was given a 
prominent mention in the roll- 
call of sympathy, as was Kyran 
Bracken, the Saracens scrum- 
half and, remarkably enough giv- 
en the extreme views he attracts, 
Arwel Thomas, the Welsh stand- 
off who mi gh t well have nudged 
his way on to the trip had he 
made it on to the Arms Park 
pitch against England last month 
and produced the blinder of 
which he is eminently capable. 

Sympathy counts for nothing, 
though. Any hard-nosed Spring- 
bok will tell you that When 
push comes to shove against a 
rampant South African sfoeplay- 
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ing better than at any time since 
emerging from the shadows of 
pariahdom in 1992, Cotton and 
company will stand or fall by the 
men named m London yesterday. 

Foremost among them was 
Martin Johnson, the captain, 
whose lade of leadership expe- 
rience and distinctly edgy tem- 
perament makes him one of the 
biggest gambles of them all. His 
liaison with Jason Leonard, the 
one prop of undisputed world 
class available to the Lions, 
wfl] be at the very heart of the 
major contests and it was reas- 
suring yesterday to hear both 
men praise each other to High 
heaven at every available op- 
portunity. If Keith Wood, the 
Irish hooker who tends to hit the 
treatment table even more 
quickly than he hits rucks and 
mauls, can put his debilitating 
shoulder problems behind him, 
the Lions' tight five could well 
be worth a flutter. 

The back row looks useful, 
too, and Nefl Back's diminutive 
presence should not be sneered 
at According to Bob Dwyer, his 
coach at Leicester, the open- 
side flanker’s power-to-size ra- 
tio is far better than almost 
anyone e fee's in the game, north 
or south of the equator. He may 
not pilfer much line-oat pos- 
session, but he will hoover up 
an awful lot on the floor. 

Prospects are also bright 
among foe scrum-halves and 
centres, but foe good news ends 
there. Outside-half, wing and 
fuD-back all look scary, especial- 
ly as Gr^orTownsentfs form was 
so wretched during the Five Na- 
tions, and unless he rediscovers 
foe Merlin touch. Cotton may 
well rue foe day that he wrote off 
foe claims of Thomas and Davies, 
the Welsh brethren. They alone 
possess foe fusion of handling 
skills, kiddng power, broad vision 
and pure nerve that the great Li- 
ons stand-offs of recent memo- 
ry. BanyJobn and Phfl Bennett, 
brought to bear on foe ogres of 
the southern hemisphere. 

It is difficult to see who, 
apart from Jenkins and Paul 
Grayson, will kick goals. Cotton 
includes Tim Stimpson and 
Townsend among his options but 
Dave Aired, confirmed yester- 
day as foe 12th and last mem- 
ber of the support staff, will have 
to turn foe world on its head to 
make a Test marksman of either. 

'From this distance, goallrick- 
ing may well prove foe AchJDes 
heel of this party - always as- 
suming tHai the stand-off hunch- 
es come up trumps. If they do 
not, of course, the Lions will not 
have any goals to kick. 

Still, the selectors have act- 
ed in foe very best of faith. 
There is no hint of political han- 
ky-panky, no lame duck Celts . 
chosen to appease foe sensibil- 
ities of the home unions outride 
England. All we can hope is foal 
Cotton and Ins men are on a hot 
trot at their local casinos. 



Indomitable 
Johnson king* 
of the jungle 

Chris Hewett profiles the Lions captain 
who always gives as good as he gets . 







Martin Johnson: Master of the line-out 


Hemy Kissinger be 
is not. If the l$97 Li- 
ons were looking for 
a natural diplomat 
to captain foe ship 
through the volatile waters of 
South Africa the sammer- an 
urbene public relations special- 
ist with a chameleon-tike ability 
to switch from statesmanlike 
speeches to cockttfl party small 
talk - they cooM not have done 
worse than bestow foe honour on 
Martin Osborne Johnson. 

The man who emerged from 
New Zealand's King Country in 
1991 tobecomekingoffoejiio- 
gfesrt years later is no one's idea 
of a suave, sophisticated lounge 
lizairi lavishly equipped with the 
gift of foe gab. Bui then Fran 
Conon, manager of the first pro- 
fessional party in Lions history, 
was new modi interested in ap- 
pearances. What he wanted was 
a rough, tough, teak-hard hand- 
ful, an 18-stone frame so jam- 
packed with smouldering strop 
that even the Springboks, self- 
appointed enforcers of the rug- 
by-playing world, would think 
twice befortf taking liberties. 
That is precisely what Cotton 
has in Johnson. 

In so far as foe captain spoke 
at all yesterday - and you can be 
very sure that he is much hap- 
pier delivering prime possession 
from foe front of a line-out than 
anything resembling foe Get- 
tysbuig Address -he said all the 
right things. No, he did not think 
it would be a particularly violent 

tour. Yes, it would be bloody 
rough al I foe same. No, foe Li- 
ons would not be looking to win 
the series through brawn rather 
than brain. But, yes, his players 
would be expected to stand up 
for themselves. 

Johnson has first-hand expe- 
rience of foe discomforts of life 
down Johannesburg way. Three 
years ago Johan le Roux, a ful- 
ly paid up member of foe 
Springbok cheap shot society, 
clouted the Leicester lock dar- 
ing an England tour game with 
Transvaal and by the time he 
woke up, Simon Shaw had been 
summoned as his replacement. 

Since then, Johnson has 
dished it out with foe best of 
them. He has suffered foe odd 
rough -German Danes had 
him looking over his shoulder 
during the EngJan d- Argentina 

Tfest at Twickenham in Decem- 
ber andjess than a month later 
he was overshadowed by the 
clever, calcula tin g second rows 
of Brive in foe final of foe 
HeinekenCup. But, as a rule, he 
rarefy finishes second to anyone. 

Indeed, he has been un- 
matched in his prowess as a pri- 
Photo graph: Clive BrunskWAIIsport mary ball-winner since he 


announced hh presence .to a 
dumbstruck Bath pack ina Mk- 
ingtem Cup match in . 1990. 

. Leicester’s unexpected victory . 

was constructed on the broad 
- backofa2B-year-old rookiewbo . 
made the jump from unknown " 
to potential world-beater in foe 
spaceofSOrcmarkabtenmiutes. 

Yet those in the know had 1 
identified Johnson as an uncut £ 
diamond some years earlier. 
Bom in Sohhufi in March 1970, 
he jdayed Ws early ru^jy with 
WJgrioa and, on joining Leices- 
ter still in his teens, he quickly 
caught foe eye oTsekctors at na- 
tional schools and colts levels. 

Then came one of three big 
breaks that transformed his ca- 
reer, an ltkncnthspcD with Col- 
lege Old Boys in Kmc Country. 
One of the grizzled Kiwis who 
spotted something special in 
foe feisty young newcomer was 
the grizzliest of them all - Col- 
in Meads. All Blade legend and 
King Countryfolk hero. No one 
ever argued with Meads during 
his dozen years as alfest forward 
and his glowing opinion of John- 
son persuaded the New Zealand 
COlts' selectors to pick him for 
an international against Aus- 
tralia. Among his i eam-mates 
that day were Waiga Thigaraala, 
Blair Larsen and John Timu and 
had he taken up an offer to stay 
in foe north island, he woulc^L 
surely have followed that trio intor^ 
the ranks of the Silver Fern. 

England was home, though, 
and by foe time he returned he 
was already approaching fin- 
ished article status. The re- 

ipjuryto Wade Dooteyearaed 
hhn a first cap against France in 
1993, and when Dooley suffered 
a family bereavement ra the ear- 
fystages of foe Lions' tour of New 
Zealand later that year, he 
played in foe last two Tbsts as 
though to the manner born. 

Yes, he is reserved, almost 
taciturn, in public. But, as Cbtton 
said yesterday, Johnson has foe 
“complete and total respect" of 
those who play alongside him, 
whether for Leicester or England. 
And when foe manager added 
that “foe thought of Johnson 
knocking on the dressing-room 
door in the minutes before a Test 
match will concentrate the Spring- 
boks' minds wonderfully," foe ra- 
tionale behind the appointment 
was suddenly crystal dear. 

Johnson may not be a natural 
leader in foe mould of Bill 
Beaumont, still less a clever psy- 
chologist like John Dawes. His 
flashes of temper cost England 
tries against both Argentina 
and Wales this season. But, for 
all that, he is some player, a big 
man with a big job on nis hands. 


Daly ‘may quit game’ Hendry beats COlOUf blindness Hlckstead threatened 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from New Orleans 

John Daly has withdrawn from 
next week’s US Masters at Au- 
gusta and will not play golf agnm 
until he has come to terms 
with his alcohol addiction. In hts 
despair, as he entered the Bet- 
tv Ford Clinic for a second 
time in four years on Tuesday, 
Daly admitted that may mean 
never again. 

“If 1 don’t feel tike I can keep 
from drinking. Pm through. I 
might not play golf again," Daly 
said. “I'm going to stay here as 
long as it takes. 

“I actually wanted to do this 
two months ago, but I wanted 
lo get through the Masters. I re- 
ally didn’t want to miss the Mas- 
ters ' because it's mv favourite 
tournament," added the former 


US PGA and Open champion 
known as the “Wild Thing". 

. Lastyear Dafy fell to 121st on 
foe US money list and admit- 
ted be was drinking a pain “sn- 
cisdhr -“I played so pobriy. It’s 
hard when you have such a hor- 
rible year. Basically, I think I 
started drinking again because 
I was not playing welL” 

from last 
weets Players’ Champio nship 
with a hip injury after spending 
llursday night drinking. 

1 WQke up in foe hospi- 
tal, I knew 1 needed help ■ 
Daly win stay at the Betty 
Ford for at least six weeks but 

hopes to return for the Kemper 
Ogen in June, a week before the 

■ Seve Ballesteros’s partic- 
ipation in foe US Masters is in 
doubt after he withdrew from 
foe Freeport McDermott Clas- 
sic here with fiu. 


Snooker 


Stephen Hendry achieved foe 
narrowest possible victory at foe 
British Open in Plymouth yes- 
terday before disappearing “to 
practice and read the rule 
book.” 

Hendry scraped past Paul 
McPhiliips into the quarter- 
finals aftfo- a 5-4 win over his fel- 
low countryman in a game in 
which foe scoreline did not re- 
flect bow tight foe match actu- 
ally was. In the end, it required ' 
a nerveless clearance . from 

green to black to send foe 
world champion through to foe 
last eight of the competition. 

“Only Stephen Hendry could 
produce a clearance like. that.” 
McPhiliips said after his hopes 
of a top 64 place vanished. 
“Any other player and., you 
would have landed them fo miss 


at least once. I don’t know how 
many times he wins last-frame 
deciders, but he seems to make 
a habit of it.” 

Earlier, Hendry had been 
only one ball from defeat with 
McPhiliips attempting to com- 
pile his own game-winning 
clearance. The world No 65 
from Glasgow tried to double 
the final green leading 43-22, 
but it rapped the knuckle of a 
middle pocket 

“I had to go for it because you 
don’t get too many opportuni- 
ties in foe last frame against 
Hendry. Both of us were a bit 
edgy at foe end but I really, fen- 
ded winning.” 

McPhiliips had taken the 28- 
year-old Scot by surprise in es- 
tablishing a 2-0 lead and even 
though a somewhat lacklustre 
Hen ary won four in a row, the 
left-handed McPhiliips refused!, 
to submit. 


The 26-year-old, a first-round 
winner over James Wfrttana, 
rolled in his secohd century of 
the competition to pull back a 
frame and then knocked in 65 
to put himself in the driving seat 
in the eighth. 

Then two moments of mis- 
judgement showed just how 
much pressure both players 
were under. McPhiliips at- 
tempted to roll up to foe brown 
from three inches away to 
snooker his opponent. 

Inexplicably, foe cue ball 
foiled to make contact leaving 
Hendry back in command. He 
nominated foe green as a free 
ball and duly knocked it in to a 
top pocket. With only the 
colours remaining. Hendry 
.should have taken foe yellow. 
Instead he potted foe green- 
again and McPhiliips made the. 
most of tris break. . » 

“I totally lost the plot.” 


Hendry said later. “I don’t ever 
remember doing that before. It 
shows you just how badfy I was 
concentrating. 

" “I would have gone for foe 
double myself and . Paul can 
. probably count himself a little 
- imlucfcy because he outplayed 
me for large pieces of foe 
.march. One shot aud.1 was 
out. But. I was delighted -with 
that last clearance because none 
of foe balls were easy.” 

. Earlier. Michael Judge of 
Dublin reached his first ranking 
tournament quarter-final. The 
21-year-old Irishman defeated 
'Dominic Dale of Wales 5-3. 

. . “After losing 10-9 in foe 
-World Championship quali- 
fiers last week I refused to get 
downhearted,” Judge said. “I 
decided to take the good points 
out of foe game and not the bad 
andl always toOHghtl could do 
well here.” 


Equestrianism 


The Nations Cup meeting at 
Hkkstead has been cancelled be- 
cause ofa lack of sponsorship or 
other financial help, and the oth- 
er two fixtures at Douglas Bunn's 
All-England' Show Jumping 
Course are under threat. 

“Even at this stage we hope 
that sponsors or aid may be 
found for the Royal Interna- 
tional Horse Show [10-13 July] 
and the British Jumping Derby 
[14-17 August],^ Bunnsaid. “if 
not I have to say, with great sad- 
ness, that foe All-England Jump- 
ing Course, founded m I960, wfll 
dose for foe 1997 season." 

The British Nations Cup will 
now be held during foe Royal 
Windsor Horse Show, which 
runs from 14 to 18 May, but it 
mayjiot be possible to save foe 
new series of four internation- 


al team tmls, two of which were 
due to take place at Hidcstead. 

The implications for British 
showjumping are gloomy. The 
international arena at Hick- 
stcad has been a wonderful 
showcase for foe sport fur 36 
years, while foe British Jump- 
ing Derby is widely regarded as 
the most exciting competition of 
the outdoor season; It Js also 
one of the few show jumping 
contests which is still transmit- 
ted live on BBC television. 

Fortunately, the Windsor 

show committee had already de- 
rided to re-esiablsh interna- 
tional show jumping in this 
year’s programme. Simon 
Brooks-tt&rd. foe show director, 
already organises the Pavarot- 
ti Nations Cup in Italy on be- 
half of foe Best Communication 
and Management Group who 
are underwriting foe 'Windsor 
meeting. 
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Wisden and MacLaurin open attack on English game 

)EREK PRINGLE . 
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DEREK PRINGLE 

Cricket Correspondent 

These days, the onset of a new 
cricket season is not so mail her- 
alded by the smell of linseed o2 
and the sound of the grounds- 
man’s mower, as the sounding? 
off within the game’s hallowed 
tome, the Wh3ai afrnanur 
Wisden is indispensable to 
*jjK»e who love cricket, and thfe 


as s omet hing of an 
However, under the eaceBem ed- 
tiarrfqj of Matthew Engel, it has 
never become institutionalised 
and its spiky editorials have rou- 
toely aged to kowtow to the 
cratering establishment. 

Hus year is no exception 
and both Engel and Lord 
MacLattrin. the chai rman of the 
E ng land and Wales Cricket 
Board, have highlight the 


“nlnse they perceive to be ar 
the heart of En glish crickeL 

MacLanrin warns that unless 
Hyland start being successful, 
the bealth of the entire game wiD 
be in jeopardy. "It's so rare for 
Errand to win 'Bst matches peo- 
ple can aimost remember w£e 
th^ were wlwn ft happened," he 

said in a piece emitted “ English 
Cricket a manifesto”. 

He is probably right, partic- 
ularly when England play 


abroad in con n tries where the 
touchstones of modern con- 
sumer culture such as burger 
bars are missing. StilL if Eng- 
land’s win a New Zealand has 
not convinced people fik? En- 
gel and MacLaurin, it has at 
least gives the T-shirt makers 
among the Barmy Army two 
more opportunities to pnnt, “1 
was there” on their merchandise. 

Engpl, as coruscating as ever, 
calls for MacLaurin to “fesco- 


ise" cricket in order it may 
become an attractor product 
able to be sold in an rmagmafiv t? 
manner ai competitive prices. 

“Amid the general global 
mood of cricketing expansion- 
ism, England is a spectacular 
and potentially catastrophic ex- 
ception,” Engd writes. “In 1996- 
97 the national team reached a 
point where even the go«J days 
were bad. At the World Cup the 
E n g l a n d squad resembled a 


bad-tempered grandmother at- 
tending a teenage rare. 

“Unable to comprehend 
what was happening on the 
field and off it the players just 
lingered, lookingsutten as well 
as incompetent. They conveyed 
as ted an impression in Zim- 
babwe... The captain, Mike 
Atherton, and the coach. David 
Lloyd, were culpable in failing 
to understand the importance 
of their roles as public figures. 


-hi England football has al- 
ways been more popular than 
cricket fen years ago. .. the gap 
was a nanow one. It is now a 


“The consistent failure of 

the national team is the biggest 
ririgt- cause of the crisis, but ii 
is not the crisis itself. 

“Tbe htarrt fact is that crick- 
et in the UK has become unat- 
tractive to the vast majority of 
the population. The game is 


widely perceived as elitist, ex- 
clusionist and dull.” 

As withering is Engel's as- 
sessment of Ray niingwonh’s 
period in charge of England. 
was sad to watch a man whose 
career embodied so many of the 
strengths of English cricket flail 
around and have his failings ex- 
posed so hopelessly in the World 
Cup. He had no long-term strat- 
egy, merely faith in his own in- 
stincts. It was not enough.” 
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Rovers facing 
damages claim 
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Football 

ALAN NIXON ' 

^4 an Chester United and Black- 
bum Rovers are heading for a 

legal battle over a daim for com- 
pensation from Ben Thom] ey. 

The vringer is taking legal ac- 
tion against the Rovers centre- 
half Nicky Marker for a tackle 
that put him out of the game for 
over a year. Thorn] ey and Unit- 
ed's solicitor, Maurice Watkins, 
have started proceedings for a 
civil case seeking payment for 
loss of earnings. 

Thornley and. his legal ad- 
visers have been in contact with 
several potential witnesses to 
the incident, which happened in 
a reserve fixture three years ago 
when Marker caught Thornley 
on the knee with a tackle. 


Since the injury, Thornley ha<t 
battled back to fitness but has 
been unable to break hurt the 
first team and has spent loan 
spells at Stockport and Hud- 
dersfield, who were recently 
prepared to buy him. 

Bobby Gould yesterday apol- 
ogjsed to Welsh striker Nathan 
Blake in football's latest racism 
row. 

Blake was apset by the Wales 
manager’s description of the 
Dutch striker Pierre Van 
Hooijdonk daring a post-match 
dressing-room discussion in tbe 
wake of Wiles’ defeat against 
the Netherlands in October. He 
also alleges that Gould made 
him wear a black bib during 
training. 

Gould insists he is not a 
racist but after intervention by 
the Professional Footballers’ 


* Shearer boost for 
England’s summer 
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Strwic.. 


GLENN MOORE 


Alan Shearer yesterday said 
that he hoped to be fit for Sun- 
derland's visit to St James’ Park 
on Saturday and confirmed his 
availability for England’s sum- 
mer tournament in France. 

Several dub managers have 
already spoken out against the 
tournament and hinted that 
they would not release their 
players, but Shearer said: “I can’t 
sec any problems with Kenny 
Dalglish. I can’t see why anybody 
should pull out if they are fit” 

Shearer also intends to accept 
an invitation to play in a match 
to mark the handover of Hong 
Kong to China in Inly. “It would 
be nice to have a longer break,” 
be said. “Bui you can’t moan be- 
Sa use the more you pfay it means 
the more successful you are.” 

Shearer completed a full 
day’s training yesterday for the 
first time since a groin opera- 
tion in late February, his third 
in 10 months, and he will train 


with the first team today. *Tm 
doing everything the physio 
asks of me, he's happy and the 
specialist is teppy,” he said. 

“I am aware of the danger of 
earning bade too early, but I can 
only do what nay body tells me 
and if it says Tm fit, I see no 
point in not playing.” 

After training yesterday. 
Shearer flew to London to 
launch his latest personal en- 
dorsement Braun, the shaver 
company, joined Umbro, Lu- 
cozade and Jaguar as his blue- 
chip sponsors^ tbe combined 
value of these to Shearer is 
thought to be worth more than 
£5m. Ttoo further sponsors are 
being sought 7 only respected 


Braun’s deal is part of their 
£10m sponsorship of the 1998 
WoridGro. As sui, it represents 
an act of faith in tbe England 
team. “My job is on the line if 
England don’t quafify,” the com- 
pany's UK brand manager said 
yesterday. At test Glenn HockDe 
need no longer feel alone. 


Association, he has apologised 
to Blake, both in front of the fall 
Welsh squad and in private. 

A rescue package which 
could save Bournemouth is un- 
Ekely to be opposed by the Foot- 
ball League. A £1.8m takeover 
by a community-funded appeal 
has been agreed in principle fay 
major creditors Lloyds Ranlf- 

The new rescue package, 
helping to make the Second Di- 
vision side the first community- 
owned dub in Europe, was set 
up to save the dub from closure 
after receivers were called in. 

ferry Venables is unlikely to 
face any action from the Foot- 
- ball League over the involve- 
ment of Eddie Ashby, his 
financial adviser, at Portsmouth. 

David Dent, the League sec- 
retary, has written to Venables 
asking for an explanation of 
Ashby’s duties following com- 
ment made by director Vic Jen- 
ner when he resigned this week. 

Ashby, banned for seven 
years from acting as a director 
by the DTI after a string of 

failed h nsmwgyp^ hag nn nffiria) 

title at the dub, although be is 
apparently in charge of tbe 
day-to-day running of the dub 
that Venables bought for £1 last 
year. 

“We are making immediate 
inquiries into the position,” 
Dent said, added that the 
League is seeking clarification 
of the management structure at 
Fratton Park following a state- 
ment made by Jenner on Mon- 
day which said: “There axe 
certain individuals in the dub 
taking responsibilities which 
they should not be given.” : • 
“^ThrSouttemddetendert^ ■ 
Rogethas had his sending-off 
against Oxford 11 days ago 
quashed by tbe Football Asso- 
ciation. JRoget was cleared af- 
ter the EA stutfied video 
evidence of the match and 
agreed with tbe dub that he bad 
been tbe victim of mistaken 
identity. • • • 

The Surrey referee Steve Ben- 
nett showed Roget the red card 
for an alleged second bookable 
offence, when tbe culprit was 
striker Jeroen Boere. 



McAteer adds 
to Irish misery 


Northern Ireland's lain Dowie (No 9) gets the better of the Ukrainian defender Sergei 
Bezhenar during the World Cup qualifying match in Kiev yesterday Photograph: AP 

Ukraine shock Hamilton 


SIMON MULLOCK 

reports from Kiev 
Ukraine • 

Northern Ireland 


Northern Ireland’s hopes Warid 
Cup of reaching the World Cop 
finals in France all but disap- 
peared in the Repubfikansfci sta- 
tiiunr -yesterday when Andrei 
Shevchenko’s second-half goal 
took Ukraine to the top of 
Group Nine. 

Bryan Hamilton’s side did 
well to recover from failing be- 
hind to a stunning goal by Vi- 
tal! Kosovski after only three 
minutes and equalised through 
Iain Dowie’s penalty 11 minutes 
later. However, they came un- 
der increasing pressure in the 
second half, cracking in the 
71st minute when Shevchenko 
scored the goal that gave 


Ukraine a three-point lead over 
Portugal at the top of a group 
that Germany started as 
favourites to win. Defeat leaves 
Northern Ireland six points be- 
hind the leaders having played 
a game more. 

An error by Keith Gillespie 
undermined Irish plans soon af- 
ter kick-off. He lost the ball when 
trying to dribble out of defence 
and Kosovski, cue of 10 Dynamo 
Kiev players in (he starting line- 
up, thrashed a 25 -yard angled 
shot past Tbnnny \VrighL 

Dowie’s 11th international 
goal brought Northern Ireland 
level from the penalty spot in tbe 
14th minute after Oleg Uizhnyi 
had handled the West Ham 
striker's goal-bound header and 
was shown the yellow card. 

The Ukrainians responded 
with some neat approach play. 
Colin Hill did well to intercept 
Kosovskf s pass as Yuri Kali tv- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Irish start for Tour de France 
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Cycling 

The Tour de France will start in 
Ireland next year. The event's di- 
rector, Jean Marie Leblanc, 
and the Irish sports minister, 
Enda Kenny, are to sign an of- 
ficial agr eement in Dublin today 
. to begin the lour on Irish soft. 

. International contestants will 
begin the race on the weekend 
of 12 July, later than usual to 
avoid clashing with football s 
World Cup finals, being staged 
in France in 1998. 

The decision to start the 
1998 Tour de France in the Re- 
public follows years of lobbying 
by the Dublin government and 
sports fans in Ireland. Cam- 
paigning for the development 

dates back to the 19S7 Tbur de 
France victoryof the Irish rid- 
er Stephen Roche, and the in- 
ternational success around the 
same period of his compatriot 
Sean Kelly. . . 

Kelly, the 1988 few of Spam 
winner and world champion, 
said: “This is a wonderful 
achievement It’s the first tune 


the start of the race has been off 
the European mainland. It is un- 
believable to tfrmfc they have gat 
it over here. As a sports event 
the Ibur is huge, and has to be 
seen to be believed.” 

Details of the Irish dimen- 
sion, including the route 
through the country, have stiU 
to be disclosed. But the race is 
expected to make its exit from 
Ireland through Cork, which has 
a direct feny link with the with 
French ports of Cherbourg and 
Le Havre. 

Unfortunately for the Irish, 
and despite the previous world- 

ranking performances of Roche 

and Kelly, no cyclist from Ire- 
land is likely to feature in the 
Ibur. 

Kelly added: “It would have 
been seal for it to come here 
when Stephen and I were com- 
peting, but that just did not bap- 
penJft is sujqprisngwe have not 
got anybody competing at Tbur 
de France level at the mo- 
ment , 

“It will be a huge task for 
Ireland to stage it” 


Wire misfit 
Harris signs 
for Leeds 


lestyn Harris will today end his 
exile- from lh<> ffam c by si gning 
for Leeds, writes Dave HadfiekL 
The Great Britain stand-off, put 
on tbe transfer list at a world 
record £L35m last year, is cur- 
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the latest twist in a protracted 
wrangle. St Helens were the 
favourites to sign Harris, but that 

deal bre^ down last week, leav- 
ing the way clear for Leeds, al- 
though both Wigan and Sheffield 
Eagles showed interest. 

“lestyn had a handshake deal 
with St Helens and, being the 
honourable person that he is, 
wanted to complete ft. But that 
k now anrient history and wher- 
ever he goes he wflJ be 100 per 

cent committed,” his manager, 
Ibm Carroll, said yesterday. 

The Leeds chief executive, 
Gary Hetberington, who has 
called a press confcraoce far this 
morning, confirmed that an of- 
fer had been made to Arring- 
ton. “Our original interest was 
| exa gg erated, because it seemed 
i that he was determined to go to 
Saints. But since that deal fell 
through, we have looked at the 
situati on again,” he said. “We 
had to satisfy ourselves that be 
wanted to play for Leeds. He has 
told us he does and that would 
be excited by the prospect” 

Harris, stfllonfy 20, appeared 
in all five Tests on Great 
Britain’s Pacific tour last au- 
tumn, but has played only one 
full game for wire since last 
July. That m^lceK ft unlikely he 
wiU be involved in Leeds 7 match 
against Wigan tomorrow. 

The future of the Castleford 
coach, John Joyner, was being 

discussed at a board meeting last 

sight. Joyner, who joined the 
dub as a player more than 25 

years ago, has said he will stand 

down if the directors want him 
ta Castleford have lost all their 
games so far this season. 



Andy Ho«#n vi« defend his BrttWi Egrt- 
wettEfweigK tWe against Cart Wright, 

[ also trom Merseyside, on 15 MgyaLiv- 
! erpotfsBerton Pa* Sports Centre. Tbe 
Fran* Warren promotion will also have 
Peter Cutshaw challenging Buys Adey 
Lewis for tbe British flyweight crown. 
Paul Inge, the British featherweight 
champion, will defend his title agdnst 
Michael AfidB anhe Hull Arena on 28 
April. Prank Maloney Inge’s manager, 
announced at a press cortenence in Hul 
yesterday that he was hoping for a world 
We fight with Naseam Hemet) acme 
time next year, possibly In September: 

Cricket 

Courtney wash, the West indies cap- 
tain, Is expected to return after Irtfury 
for the fourth Test against India start- 
up in St John's, Antiga, tomorrow 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

I f 7 . 45 unfoss stated) 

l es LEAGUE Piiriter DMafcte Srricn Utd 
i vAvtesfawKSacMriDMatoKteethertiead 
, v BcraJssd Attttetjc. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Prmntef Di- 
vtctece FWonham fown v 6 reat ferrmuth: 
1 HateBadfowivHadte^Unaat^WBODnUtd 
vDiasTom. 

WMSnMfAOKBrTLEAOJEFfcstDfvi- 
stoB CamBrtxay Cay vGieerafch Bcroutfc 
Hama Bay vFumesa. 

ATOM MSURANCE COMSWXnQN Hrst EH- 
ririoac Arsenal v Bnsut Rover* ( 2 ft). 

Ri^by League 

YOUTH MTERNATIONAL: French Pmt- 
derss » v BVU Greet Bntam At toUrm 
SB). Pads. 6 . 30 ). 

budWHSCR LEAGUE: Leopards vHemel& 
WMford RojWs I 7 .C 0 . ■ 

Speedway 

( 7 unites stated) 

SKBWKHySIMiCmipBrfchvBBdlOuniB. 

PfBIBtlEMUERNOCNDUTCUhSteflGk] 

vSB&a (7.45). 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Bnaxh Open (Plymouth). 
SQUASH: ONSh OpM (CanW). 


FootbaS 

Aston Villa are seeking planning per- 
mission to turn Vflfta Park into a 50,000 
capacity stadium, with 10,250 more 
seats to be ansetsd In the Morth Stand. 
The cost erf the £UJ25m project would 
be financed Iw the difo’s imminent flota- 
tion on the Stock Market. 

Zaire's World Cup qualifying match 
affiinst Zambia, scheduled tor Krrshasa, 
wm be played In Zimbabwe because of 
the civil war at home. The African &oup 
Three match, ohgnafly scheduled for 
Sunday, will instead be held on 9 Aprfl 
at the National Sports Stadium in the 
Zimbabwean capital Of Harare. 

ALL TICKET MATCHES: Nattaorida FeotbaB 
iMriM TNrd DWWo« Bn^rtCM v Wtem (Sat 
120i ArxQ; terinon v DoncastEr (Sat 2Qh Apt 
said out). 

Golf 

Seve BaUesterts has wtthdrewn from the 
Freeport McDermott Classic In New Or- 
leans, Ids last chance to make a half- 
way ad th Is year before next week's US 
Masters. He puSed out on the eve of 
the totmamem because of a heavy cold 
he has been suffering from since the 
end o' last week. 

The best women goffers in Europe are 
to take on the pick of the senior male 
players In a new matchplay chaHer^s 
event in ftxtugaf later this yeec The Pra- 
ia DB Rey European Cup will be held 
fioni 14-16 November and take the form 
of a Solheim Cupffiytter Cup style 
match with 10 players from the WPG 
European lour competing asmst 10 
from the PGA European Seniors Tour. 
The first efcit pisses from the respective 
Orders of Merit will automatically qual- 
ify for the tournament at the new 


TODAYS 

NUMBER 


intsev prepared to shooL and 
Kalitvintsev sent a 25-yard shot 
skimming just wide. Although 
Dowie, twice, and Hill could 
have scored on the counter-at- 
tack, Ukraine took control as 
the match wore on. Kardash, 
Rebrov and Golovko all went 
dose and ft looked inevitable 
that they would score. The goal 
came when Shevchenko raced 
on to a pass from Kalitvintsev 
and chipped the ball over the 
advancing WrighL 

UKRAINE: Sh wAro w td ; ImMiyL. Bub— ■. 
Bototto (of Difwmo Wav). Sfaypiqfc fUltoder 
Bremen), MMbMb. Rrettoh, KrikvM- 
aw, KogousM. Sbcwbentai, Rebrav ut Dy- 

namo Kiev). 

NORTHERN RELAND ( 5 - 3 - 1 - 1 ): Wifrpit 
(Manchester Dfy): Nolan (Sheffieid Wbdnes- 
*»♦. m aeMeswOtyj, Momn»«?PR). Tag- 
Btn | Bolton). Hortock (Manchester Cnyr, 
rW e rel * fNerasdej, Lerwao (Leicester Cayl. 
tana (Manchester City); Kngma ; Dowie 
(both West Mam). Sabsttulex Mia (Na&m 
Forest). WortOtagton (Sheff Weai, Matfhtn 
{Southampton). Quton (Btackpool). Itatryna 
dtaneneaer U*d). WMttoy (MancftesRr Cey). 
McMahon (Stoke Crty). 

Raferae: V Kionde (CZ Rep). 


te OE) Rey course near Obidos, with tho 
team captain selecting the remaining 
twro members. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: 8 ufbk> 1 NV Ranges 1 IOC): St Lows 1 
Devon 1 few: Tampa Bey 1 Phbdeblna 1 fat): 
New Jssey 1 WSsW/igart 0 : Haaem 7 Sen Jose 
t Qvcagp 3 Anaheim 3 (oti. 

Pools (Bvidends 

UTTLEWOODS: TMDa chance: 22pts 
£28339,90, 21 Ulftaa 2fi Lio.ao. 19 
£235. HaV-ttme: 22pt» £4.491.00: Fow 
ifcM£5Ja 10bomea£52A.7a Rreawrea 

mm 

VERHOKS: Trefcto chance: 23 trt» 
£ 61 ^ 02 ^ 0, 22 £ 476 . 00. 21 £ 82 ^ 5 . Smrer 
Staehc £ 2200 . Premier 10 : £ 2020 . 
BRmtNS: tretda chaaee. 22 pts cmjos. 21 
£230 20 £CL 50 Fom areas £ 21 - 30 . Fhe 
awaya £ia 90 . EtU* tarn £ 7235 . 


BILL PIERCE 

FYR Macedonia 
Republic of keland 


Ireland’s Jason McAteer and 
Macedonia’s Milko Siojkm-ski 
were sent off in a bitter climax 
to one of the Republic's most 
humiliating defeats in the 
Macedonian capital of Skopje 
yesterday. It almost certainly 
means the end of their World 
Cup qualifying hopes. 

McAteer appeared to strike 
out with a knee at his opponent 
after a dreadful challenge two 
minutes into stoppage time at 
the end of a game in which Sto- 
jkovski's two first-half penalties 
had given the hosts the lead. 

The Italian referee Alfredo 
Irenialange showed the red 
card to both men after players 
from each side rushed to the 
scene and were joined by coach- 
es from both benches." 

Macedonia had previously 
beaten only little Liechtenstein 
and CYprus in their six years as 
an international side and this 
was by far l heir biggest moment 
of triumph. 

It had ail started so well for 
Mick McCarthy's men as Alan 
MeLoughlin headed home in 
the eighth minute. But 20 min- 
utes later Slojkovski stunned 
them with a penalty equaliser 
following a handball against 
McAteer, and he scored from 


the spot again in the final 
minute of the first half after Ter- 
ry Phelan was adjudged to have 
handled a fierce drive by winger 
Vlatko Gusev, bundled just mv 
yards from his face. 

After the interval substitute 

Keith O’Neill and MeLoughlin 
had good chances, but disaster 
struck again just before the hour 
w hen lan Harte. another substi- 
tute. lost his fooling us lie tried 
to stop Artim Sakni who slipped 
the hall through for Georgi Hris- 
io\ r to blast in off the bar. 

In the TSth minute Dadd Kel- 
ly, on the field for three minutes, 
t inned the ball into a vacant goal 
after Jon Goodman had latched 
on to Sieve Staunton's loi% pass. 
But further frenzied cfl'oitswere 
all to no avail and led only to that 
bad-tempered cimclusion. 

McAteer will now face sus- 
pension and Rm Keane com- 
pleted a had afternoon for the 
Irish by collecting a yellow card 
for dhing in search of a penal- 
ty in the closing stages. 

MACEDONIA: CeXoJu ,MamJpraa »vt04; 
MHomvdv i CSKA &rVu>. Stopuwkl iRei 
Ovwdoi. Martamk) (Vjntai Shone-). NDntoxs- 
M (R(K3l Amunp). SadoriJ IHn** Sfttl. Bo- 
sov t&tete Krjtauoi. OovonW iVMle BKl. 
H rireav iPaocvi PeictaJri. SMnovNu tvaidar 
SUne). SaWri iRnnKtaai. Salstttutas: 
nfsnmir iSbfia Juromapul Shone) tor 
Hnaov. 79-. Coorgtovskl iKdon Ba Sicnc' 
tar Samciaiii. 82: MkmM iMcrhrtml fat 
Gtorema. 87. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND: A Kelly I Shod Unfl: 
fewto «UillP®. Photon if «wfcn>. MaAtMrOA- 
eipaoO, Breen iCoreniy). Keene (Mdn Udi. 
Townsend IA v«ai. WtebBegMe iPorKmouUii. 
CascBTtno i Nancy i. flood men iWvnbtwJon). 
Stauntm (A Vital. SitoetitiitaK Hurts iLwdh) 
lor Pldan. 56: OTMII (Nonnchi tor CoEcan- 
no, h-c Kofiy (Sunderland) tor CTNtxU, 75. 
IWWr A treriJtao^ HUAI. 


Victory for Venables 


Australia beat Hungary 3-1 in a 
friendly in Budapest yesterday, 
the best result for ferry \fenables 
since he took over as national 
coach. Australia owed their vic- 
tory to two late goals, the first 
scored by Kevin Muscat, the 
Crystal Palace defender. 

The result spoiled the 70th 
birthday celebrations of Ferenc 
Puskas, Hungary's most famous 
player, who had kicked off the 
match. Puskas also received 
the Olympic Order medal from 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, pres- 
ident of the International 
Olympic Committee. Other 
guests at the game included Al- 
fredo di Slefano, who played 
alongside the Hungarian for 


ZEIICRS: 1Mb chonca: 23pt» £43.124.15. 
22 L14JJJ5. 21 £1025. 20 £1.10. E&* 
omvk Mpto £7 56 l Foordrem £1020. Hjff* 
honto* £23.40. Pear myi £4J». Soper 7 
£4300. 

Snooker 


Real Madrid, and Sir Ben MD- 
lichip. the former chairman of 
the Football Association. 

Aurelio Vidmar gave Aus- 
tralia the lead in the sixth 
minute with a header from a 
comer. Laszlo Klausz equalised 
in the 33rd minute, scoring 
from the edge of the penalty 
area, but the Australians re- 
mained in control. 

However, it seemed that Ven- 
ables would have to settle for a 
draw in the first meeting be- 
tween the two countries. How- 
ever, in the 89th minute Muscat 
restored the Australians’ lead 
with a goal from IS yards and 
Vidmar added his second of the 
match in injury' lime. 


utoPBUKOO 
?*3; C Owens lAusl 
>-& R Cooper lAusi 
*■ 2 ; M Mann iAusi 
. Second round: S 
tool 7-9 3-9 9-4 
M S Honwr 0'oitisJ 
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Squash 

LEEKES BRIRSH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
K3WWT) Mao^ OrrtromtD Jenson lAuUbt 
S Parte (VortO 15-7 15-10 15-13: D Haro <£■- 
sev ft 2 a* Janao fPaw iss 13.15 138 
15-S: A ttoerta IEq to O Q Bomtosw Ito 15-6 
7-15 15-12 4-1& 158; S Meads IBbd&i iii atoM 
tohan (Pak) 15-9 15 9 5-3 Wtl. SoeontroiBd: 
REvtosiAiaH to MCntoonor Anew 15-13 11-15 
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fee age of Kafy Parker, who 
will become fee youngest 
pia^ertocbmpetefertheEhg- 
land table frennis teem later this 
month, afte being selected far 
ttie World Championships in 
Manchester Her partner In the 
mixed doubles will be 13i«ar- 
okf-Miefaei Char. • 







King of the Jungle 

Chris Hewett on Martin Johnson, the 
Lions' indomitable captain, page 28 


sport 
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Bowled over 

Wisden and MacLaurin launch 
attack on English cricket, page 29 


Botha 

says tour 
party is 
flawed 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWEUYN 

Hardly had the British Isles 
squad for the lour to South 
Africa been announced yester- 
day. than the critics were queu- 
ing up to question its content. 

Perhaps the most telling view 
came from South Africa itself, 
where Naas Botha, the former 
Springbok captain, was com- 
menting as the announcement 
was covered on live television. 
Botha pinpointed outside-half 
and full-back as areas of po- 
tential weakness in the squad. 

■‘At flv-half. they haven't got 
a major star and, at full-track, 
we’re looking at Neil Jenkins - 
but are wc looking at Jenkins as 
a kicker or as a full-back?" 
Botha said. "As a kicker, he’s 
one of Ihe best in the world but. 
as a full-back, he's certainly not 
in the same as league as Andre 
Joubert for example." 

Botha went on to question 
whether Gregor Townsend 
would be played at his best po- 
sition. “Townsend is a talent- 
ed player buL in my mind, he 
is a centre rather than a fly-half. 
When the pressure was really 
on Townsend during this year's 
Five Nations, he tried to run 
Scotland out of trouble and 
wasn't too successful." 

Botha also expressed sur- 
prise that Mike Call had not 
made the squad, but felt it was 
a strong side and that the gap 
between southern and northern 
hemisphere rubgy had narrowed 
in the last year. 

On the domestic from many 
were surprised by the over- 
looking of Saraccas io-farm 
scrum- half. Kyran Bracken, 
none more so than his coach. 
Mark Evans. “1 find the deci- 
sion to omit Kyran baffling, giv- 
en his current rich vein of 
form, and only equalled by my 
aMcnishmcnt’ihal the altema- 
live seems to be Matthew Daw- 
son. who has been injured most 
of the season and hardly set the 
world alight when he was fit." 

However, the Lions manag- 
er. Fran Cotton, insisted that 
what was wanted were hard, 
physical players as he defend- 
ed the choice of the likes of Neil 
Back - “he's always in the op- 
position faces" -and Peter Oo- 
hessy. the Ireland prop who is 
at present turning out for 
Queensland in the Super 12s. 
Both men have recently served 
>L\ -month bans. Back for shov- 
ing the referee Sieve Lander af- 







ter last year’s Piikington Cup fi- 
nal. while Clohessy served 26 
weeks for stamping m the match 
against France last year. 

“Clobessy has served his 
punishment, let’s hope he’s 
learned his lesson," said Cotxcm, 
a member of the 1974 lions 
tour of South Africa, who had 
the now infamous coded signal 
**99" which meant they had to 
get their retaliation in firet 
against the physical bullyboy 
tactics of the Springboks. 

“It is very important to get 
the physical respect of your op- 
ponents irt the southern hemi- 
sphere and, quite honestly, I do 
like the thought of a 6ft Sin, 
eighteen and a half stone cap- 
tain - Martin Johnson - tap- 
ping on the opposition 
dressing-room door rather 
than a sylph-like winger." 

One of those sylph-like fig- 
ures should have been Simon 
Geoghegan, but the Bath and 
Ireland wing rang Cotton on 
Monday. “He said his toe was 
so bad that it may even be the 
end of his playing career," 
Cotton explained. But Ge- 
oghegan's withdrawal opened 
the door for Tony Underwood, 
who has silenced the critics this 
season with some fine perfor- 
mances for England and his 
club, Newcastle. . 

Newcastle are second only to 
Leicester in representation, 
their complement of five 
bringing the Second Division’s 
contribution to the first pro- 
fessional Lions tour to seven. 
The presence of six Tigers in 
the Lions party of 35 equals 
London Welsh's record of club 
representation - the 
Exiles ended up with, seven 
when Geoff Young joined the 
1971 tour as a replacement 
Bath, once the club that set the 
standards, have Jeremy Gas- 
con as their sole representative. 

England have IS players se- 
lected. Wiles eight Scotland 
five and Ireland four. There 
was no room for three of the 
Home Unions' captains. Phil 
de Glanville (England). Jim 
Staples (Ireland) and Jonathan 
Humphreys (Wales). Mike 
Catt has also been left at 
home, as has Jonathan Davies. 

The Lions support team is 
now 12-strong following the co- 
opting of the kicking coach, 
Dave Aired, the man Eng- 
land want but the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union says is too 
expensive. 

Chris Hewett on the 
Lions squad, page 28 
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Fran Cotton! the lions manager (fourth from left), at yesterday’s announcement of the team to tour South Africa 
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Coach fears for victorious Fijians 
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ROBERT GALVIN 

reports from Sydney 

Fiji wOl grind to a halt tomor- 
row when the tiny Pacific nation 
enjoys a public holiday to hon- 
our its victorious World Cup 
Sevens rugby union team. 

However, amid the euphoria 
over Fiji's triumph in last 
month’s tournament in Hong 
Kong, the man charged with en- 
suring Fiji's overall rugby suc- 
cess has mixed feelings. 

While acknowledging the 
scale of Fiji's achievement in 
beating the major rugby powers 
m the seven-a-5ide version of 
the game, the national Test 
coach. Brad Johnstone, be- 
lieves the triumph may prove 
bittersweet. “One thing’s for 


sure, it wOl definitely make my 
job harder." the 46-year-old 
fonner New Zealand Test 
forward said. 

According to Johnstone, 
who played 13 Tests at prop be- 
tween 1976 and 1980, Fiji’s 
prowess at the abridged form 
of the game works against 
them at the 15-a-side level, his 
own area of responsibility. He 
says the true measure of per- 
formance in rugby union can 
only be judged by results in the 
full-scale game. 

Yet in Fiji, it is sevens rugby, 
regarded as an enjoyable dis- 
traction elsewhere in die world, 
that dominates thinking. When 
schoolchildren across Fiji's 300 
islands get the day off tomor- 
row, it wfll be sevens, not the 15- 
a-side game, that they will play. 


The Fijians delighted crowds 
in Hong Kong with their vibrant 
attacking approach, leaving one 
beaten opponent the wish- 
man Darren Edwards, to de- 
clare them “in a class of their 
own” after their record seventh 
win in the tournament 

But at Test level, those at- 
tacking skills have proved 
inadequate to compensate for 
other weaknesses. Fiji arc cur- 
rently no match for the estab- 
lished nations such as Australia, 
New Zealand or Engl an d- 
Uuless they switch their at- 
tention away from sevens, the gap 
will only widen, Johnstone be- 
lieves. “Being a firmer All Black 
I find it all totally frustrating,” he 
said, “There is a lade of percep- 
tion of what is real rugby." 
Johnstone believes Fiji have 


the potential, if properly di- 
rected, to transfer their prowess 
at sevens to a Ear bigger, and 
more significant stage - the 15- 
a-side World Cup, which will 
next be staged in Wkles in 1999. 

"Fijian players have tremen- 
dous leg strength, they're nat- 
urally fit and agile, and their 
irasic handling and passin g drills 
are outstanding. They are a joy 
to work with," he said. 

Fill’s current standing at 15- 
a-side will be tested next month 
when they travel to New 
Zealand for a six-match tour, 
culminating in a one-off Test 
against the All Blacks on 14 
June. Despite the significance 
of the fixture, Johnstone sees his 
side suffering because of Fiji’s 
obsession with sevens. 

Johnstone says Fiji - who lack 


the financial musde of the pro- 
fessional rugby nations- cannot 
yet compete against the . top 
sides at 15-a-side, denying rug- 
by supporters the opportunity 
to see some of the most natu- 
rally gifted players in the world 
performing to their polentiaL 

“If my players could train 
every day m the professional 
environment other nations 
take for granted they would de- 
velop out of this world. They 
have an amazing ability to play 
rugby. 

“I truly believe they are ca- 
pable of winning the World ^ 
Cup. It might take a decade but & 
I believe it is possible.” 
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By Sputa* 


Wednesdays solution 
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ACROSS 

1 Expert muv;um superin- 
icndem. appointed 

agent (1U) 

6 Cunservathe invoked in 
mis-sile swindle (4) 

9 Taken b>- students of 
ichthyology? 14. b) 
ltt Rcqucsi qiiieth - put to edu- 
cation authority (4) 

12 Vessels Grecians warn for 
splaying abivul? lS4) 

15 Mcat-ealers offering gold 
to gel into endless feast (9) 
17 Stout old bm - has a certain 
hearing (5) 

IS Series of steps used by fun- 
ny airline (5) 

19 Forthright uustee standing 
by entrance (9) 

20 One denoting lines are 


ic denoting lines are 
free? (S. 4) 

24 Blow tor church work (4) 


25 Neutralise legislation on 
retail sector? 1 10) 

26 Time to enquire after job 
14) 

27 RcsuIl produced by diet, 
mavbe, expressed m aade? 
(7.3) 

DOWN 

1 Turn up very loud commer- 
cial |4) 

2 Gel rid of books about 
America (4) 

3 Each tribunal's constrained 
to be severe in judgement 

U2> # . 

4 A form of public transport 
ultimately susceptible to 
damage (5) 

5 Remarkable Tibetan, so 
impervious to argument 
(?) 

7 Security of6cer subse- 
quently given a pound (10) 



Enquiries about resources 
in estate bounded by shab- 


by streets? (5. 5) 
11 An agreeable tin 


time? (3, 2. 


13 Tunid creature liable to 
give a sad cry, etc? (7-3) 

14 The men they lead will be 
out on the beat (4-6) 

16 Twice dismissed, being un- 
qualified? (3-3-3) 

21 Temporary accommoda- 
tion found all around 
Spain, in principle (5) 

22 Body armour conveyed by 

: 

23 way old women pack (4) 
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Referee in ban appeal 



Football 


Kurt Rdthlisberger, the in- 
ternational referee accused of 
attempted bribery, yesterday 
appealed against a life ban im- 
posed by Uefa, football’s Eu- 
ropean governing body. 

Uefa's control and discipli- 
nary committee, which banded 
out the punishment last Thurs- 
day, confirmed it had received 
the written appeal well within 
the stipulated deadline. 

Rdthlisberger, who has offi- 
ciated at both European and 
Wbrid Cup matches, was barred 
for alleged attempted bribery in 
the Champions’ Cup match be- 
tween Grasshopper and Aux- 
enre in October 1996. 

The former Fifa referee re- 
jected the charge that he was in- 


volved with any bribery attempt 
and said the whole problem 
started after a casual conver- 
sation he held with the 
Grasshopper manager, Erich 
Vogel, was taken out of context. 

“Certainty it was dumb 
speaking in a purely hypothet- 
ical fashion before the game 
about bribery possibilities," said 
Rothlisberger’s lawyer, Peter 
Tfreyer. “But the claim of at- 
tempted bribery is without any 
foundation." 

Rdthlisberger has faced con- 
troversy before, and was criti- 
cised by Fifa. the game's world 
governing body, for failing to 
give a foul against Germany. - 
the victors - in the 70th minute 
of a 1994 World Cup match 
against Belgium. - - ; 

The Swiss newspaper Btick , 
meanwhile, has accused Rdth- 


lidjeqger of offering to bribe the 
Spanish referee of a Wbrid Cup 
qualifying match between 
Switzerland and Norway, which 
the Swiss lost 1-0 last November. 

Rothlisberger claimed it was 
BSck that had tried to bribe him 
to assure a Swiss victory, but 
subsequently said the matter 
was not so clear-cut. 

While the allegations involve 
an international match, Fifa 
said it would not investigate foe 
referee. “What has been going 
on between Blick and Rdthlis- 
berger has just been rumours 
with no solid evidence to back 
any of these allegations up," An- 
dreas Herren, a Fifa 
spokesman, said. 

Herron said that neither foe 
Norwegians nor the Swiss had 
complained about foe way the 
qualifier had been conducted. 


Blatter blast targets 'cheats’ 


Sepp Blatter, the general sec- 
retary of football's world gov- 
erning body, Fifa, has accused 
players of increasingly trying to 
cheat referees. 

Writing in the April issue of 
Fifa News, its monthly newslet- 
ter, Blatter also confirmed 
Fifa’s opposition to the use of 
video technology in matches. 

“There is, in many coun- 
tries, a growing tendency to de- 
ceive the referee," Blatter said. 
“When a professional star takes 
a dive, millions of lesser play- 
ers dive with him. All players, 
stars and amateurs alike, must 
acknowledge once and for all 
that fluty cannot expect the 
referee to be sympathetic to 
their cause when they repeat- 
edly seek to mislead him by sim- 
ulating fouls and other tricks. 


“For such behaviour has a 
name, and not a very pleasant 
one: cheating. And referees, for 
all iheir human fallibility, do not 
cheat” 

Blatter said coaches had a re- 
sponsibility to make dear to 
players that misleading the ref- 
eree “will be neither encouraged- 
nor tolerated”. 

“We should give more 
thought to helping referees 
rather than critkdsing them," he 
said. “The referee's job - and 
that of the assistant referees, too 
- is hard enough under normal 
circumstances... but when [the 
referee] can no longer trust the. 
players around him it is made 
immeasurably harder.” 

Blatter said that if video 
technology were to be intro- 
duced “the face of football 


would change drastically and ir- 
revocably*'. 

He said that Fifa firmly be- 
lieved that Ihe game must con- 
tinue to be controlled ty people 
and that human fallibility must - 
remain a feature of the game. 
■ An Italian amateur player, 
who had two teeth broken in a 
goalmouth incident and was 
sent off for protesting about the 
fouL got even shorter shrift 
when he took his case to court 

The court, in the northwest 
town of Aosta, took just three 
minutes to rule that foe foul on 
Sfcfano Giopp, did notconsti- 
tute a crime. It rejected a charge 
of grievous bodily .barm and a- 
damages suit against . Aidriano 
Ferucca, whom- Giopp had re- 
ported after the incident in Oc- 
tober 1994. 
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